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CSS TREATS 

| To the 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 
the Lady Dalkeith, Lady Go- 


yernels- to Her Highneſs 
the Princeſs 


HENRIETT A. 


Madam, 


'T is unſafe in theſe dangerous days, 

- for any t0 go abroad without 4 
Convoy, or at the leaſ} a Paſs: 

m7 Book bath both, in being de- 
dicated to your Honour. The Apofile 
ſaith, * Who planteth a Vineyard 


- and eateth nor of the Fruit thereof > 


I] am one of your Honours Planting, 
and could beartily wiſh, that the fruit 
I bring forth, were worthy 10 be taſted 
by your Fudicious Palate, Howſoever, 
accept theſe Grapes, if not for theiy 


Goodneſs, for their Novelty: Though 


not ſweeteſ} reliſht, they are ſooneſt 
ripe, being the firſt-fruirs of Exeter- 
Preſs preſented unto you. And if cver 
my Ingratitude ſhould forges my Obli- 


* 1 Cor. 
F*T»+ 


gations 10 your Honour, theſe Black. 


A3. Lines 


Zines will turn Red, 4nd" bluſh bu un- 
worthineſs that wrote them, In this 
Pampblet your Ladifhip ſhall praiſe, 
whatſoever you are pleaſed but to Pare 
don. But 1 ans tedious, for your Ho- 
nour can fpare no more minutes from 
looking on & better Bogk,, Her infant 
Highneſs, commztted ta your charge. 
Was ever more hope of worth in 4 leſs 
Volame? But O! How excellently 
will the ſame in due time be ſet forth, 
ſeeing the Paper ts [0 pure, and your 
m— the overſeer to corre the 
Preſs > The Comtinuance and increaſeof 
whoſe happineſs bere, and hereafiey is 
deſired in bis daily Devotions, who 
reſterh 


, 


Your Honours in all 


Chriſtian Cervice, 


THO. FULLER: 


Perio- 


LAY Ode 
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; 
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SYEARESIESHERT 
Perſonal 
MEDITATIONS. z- 


LORD, 


OW near on —_—_ | 
gcr, yet eſcaped? I 
was = the Brink of 
the brink of it, yer 
fell not in; they are 

well kept, whoare kept by thee. Ex- 

calent Archer | Thou didſt hit thy 

Mark in miſſing it, as meaning to 

fright, not hurt me, Let me not now 

be fuch a Fool, as io pay my thanks to 
btind Fortune for a favour, which the 
eye of Providence hath beſtowed upon 


"me. Rather let rhe-Narrownels of 


my -Efcape, make my T hankfulneſs 
to thy Goodneſs the. larger, leſt my 
ingratitude juſtly cauſe, that whereas 
this Arrow but hit my Hat, the..next 


pierce my Head. 
/ Wy I: - 


2 PERSONAL 


II. 
Lord, 


V Hen thon ſhalt viſit me with | 


a ſharp diſeaſe, 1 fear 1 (hall 
be impatient, For Iam Cholerick by 
my Nature, and tender by my Tem- 

r, and have.not been acquainted 
with Sickneſs all my life time. I can- 
not expett any kind uſage from that, 
which hath been a ſtranger unto me. 
T fear I ſhall rave, and rage, O whi- 
ther will my mind ſail, when diſtem- 
per ſhall ſteer it : Whither will my 
Fancy run, when diſea'es ſhall ride it ? 

* £:mes My tongne, which of it ſelfs 4 * fire, 
3.6, ſarewillbea WIZD-FIRE, when 
the Furnace: of my mouth is made 
ſeven times hotter with a burning 
Feaver, But, Lord, though1 ſhould 
talk idlely to my own ſhame, let me 
not talk wickedly to thy diſhonovr. 
Teach me the art of Patience, whileit 
IT am well, and give me theuſe of it, 
when Iamſick. In that day cither 
lighten my Burthen, or ſtrengthen my 
Back, Make me, who ſo often in 
my health have diſcovered my weak- 
neſs preſuming on my own h, 
to be ſtrong in ſickneſs, when 1 ſolely 
rely on thy Aſſiſtance. o 
l, 


>, # 
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SEDITATIONS. 


| I”. 
Lord, 
His morning my unſeaſonable 
viſiting of a friend, diſturbed 
him in the middeſt of his Cevotions : 


Unhappy to hinder another mans + 


[s. If I my ſelf build not, ſhall 
I fnatch the Axe, and Hammer from 
him that doth? Yet1 could willingly 
have wiſhed, That rather than he 
ſhould then have cut off the Cable of 
his Prayers, I had twiſted my Cord 
toit, and had joyned with bim in his 
Devotions, However, to make him 
the beſt amends I may, 1 now requeſt 
of thee for him, whatſoever he would 
have requeſted-for himſelf, Thus he 
ſhall be no loſer, if thou be pleaſed to 
hear my Prayer for him, and to hear- 


ken to our Sayiours interceſſion for us - 
h. 


IV. 


Lord, 

Ince theſe wofut Wars began, 
one, formerly my intimate Ac- 
quaintance, is now turned a Stran- 
ger, yea, anEnemy. Teach me how 
te behave my ſelf towards him, Muſt 
the new Foe, quite juſtle out the old 
Friend ? May 1 not with him conti- 


As nue © 
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* If. 
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PERSONAL 
nie ſome Commerce of Kindnefs* 
Though the Amity be broken on his- 
ſide, may notTI preſerve my connter- 
part intire? Yet: how can I be Kind 
co him, without being crnet to my 
felfand thy cauſe ? O guide my ſhaking 
hand to draw-1o ſmall a line ftraighe, 
or rather becaufe I know not how t0- 
carry my ſelf cowards him in this 
Controverſie, eyen-be pleaſed to. take 
away the Subje# of the Queſtion and 
_ to reconcile theſe unnatural 
ifferenccs 


V. 
ord,. 


Toy | 
M:: voice. by Nature is-harſh, 

| and untunable, and it is vain 
to laviſh any Art to better it, Can my 
ſinging of Pſalms be pleaſing to thy 
Fars, which is unpleaſant to my own ? 
yet though I cannot Chaunt with the 
Nightingal, or Chirp with the Black- 
Bird, I had rather chatter- with the 
*Swallow, yea, rather Croak with the 
Raven, than be altogether filene. 
Hadſt thou: given me a hetter voice, 
I wonld have praifed thee withta bet- 
ter voice, Now what my Muſick 


» Pſal, wants in ſweetneſs, Jet it have in ſence, 
47-7. Singing praiſes with * underſtind- 


ing. 


FMEDITATIONS. ” s 
ing. Yea, Lord, Create in mea New 
Heart, ( thereinto make * Melody ) * Eph, 
and I will. be contented with my Old 5.19, 

* voice, uatil, wthy due Time, bei 

- + admittcd 1nto the Quizcofleaven, f 

Þ have another, more Harmonious, 
beltowed or me, 


VI, 
Lord, 
7 Ithin-a little Tune, - I have 
heard+the fame Precept in 
ſundry Places, and by fereraLpreach- 
ers, preſſed upon me. The Dodrine 
ſeemeth to haunt. my Soul, whuther- 
ſoever Iturn it meets me. . Surely this 
© Is from. thy Providence, and ſhould 
. befor myprofit. Is :t becauſe Iam 
an ill Proficient: in.this point, thag [ 
muſt not turn over- anew leaf, but 
| am ſtill kept.ro my old Lefſon-? * Pe- * Fobs 
g ter was grieved.. becauſe our Saviour 21-13. 
| faid un:o him the third. time,. Loveſſ 
thou me? But L will not be offended-at 
thy. often inculcating the ſame Pre- | 
cept. . But rather conclude, That L 
am much concerned therein, and thay 
it is thy piealure, that the Nail ſhould 
be ſoundly: faſtened in' me, which. 
zhou- haſt knogkt in. with. ſo many? 
Hammers 
Vil. 
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PERSONAL 


- VIE. 
Loyd, 
Efore 1 commit 2 ſin it ſeems to 
me ſo ſhallow that x may wade 


thorow it dry-ſhod, from any Guilti= * 


neſs ; But when 1 hayecommitted it, 
it often ſeems ſo deep, that I cannot 
eſcape without drowning. Thus I 
am always in the Extremities ; Ei- 
ther my ſins are ſo fmall, that they 
need not my Repentance, or ſo great 
that they cannot obtain my Pardon. 
Lend me, O Lord, a Reed out of thy 
Sanctuary, truly 'to meaſure the di- 
menſion of my offences, But O ! as 


"thou revealeſt to me, more of my 


Miſery, reveal alſo more of thy Mer- 
cy: Leſt if my wounds, in my Appre- 
henſton, gape wider than thy Tents, 
my Soul run out at them. If my Bad- 
neſs ſeem bigger than thy goodneſs, 
but one hairs breadth, but one mo- 
ment, that's room and time enough 
for me to run toeternal deſpair. 


VIII, 
Lond, 
Dodiſcover a Fallacy, whereby I 
| have long deceived my ſelf. Which 
isthis: 1 have defied to in my 


amendment from my Birth-day, or 
from 


—_— TJ 


| 


> 
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MEDITATIONS. 


from the firſt day of the year, or from 
fome. Eminent Feſtival, that ſo my 
Repentance might bear ſome Re- 
markable date. But when thoſe days 


- were come, I have adjourned my 


Amendment to: ſome other: tune, 


Thus whileſt I could not agree with 


my ſelf, when to ſtart, 1 have almoſt 
loſt the running of the Race. Iam 
reſolved thus to befool my ſelf no 
longer. 1 ſee no day to To day, the 
inſtant time is always the fitteſt time, 


In * Nibuchadnez3ars Image, the * Dan, 
lower the Members, the courſer the 2:33. 


Mettal, the further off the time, the 
more unfit. To day is the Golden Op. 
portunity, ro morrow will be the $11- 
yer Seaſon, next day, but the Brazen 
one, and ſo long rill at laſt Tſhall 
come to the Toes of Clay, and be turn- 
ed to duſt. Grant therefore that 


* 20 day 1 may bear thy voice. Andif* Pſa, 


7 


this day be obſcure in the Calender, 95-7» 


and remarkable in it ſelf for nothing 
elſe, give me tomake it memorable in 
my ſoul thereupon, by thy Aſſiſtance, 
beginning the Reformation of my life, 


4 


FP EASONAZ 
IX, 
Lord, 
Saw-one, whom I knew. tobe no- 
_ toriouſly Bad, in great Extrenlity. 
was hardto ſayzwhether his former 
Wickedneſs, or preſent Want were 
the greater ; If | couldhave made the 
diſtin&tion, I could willingly have fcd 
his Perſon, and ſtarred his Praphane- 
neſs. This being unpoſlible,. I ad» 
veutured to relieve him.. For 1 _ 
that amongſt many. objedts, of 
them CC CC. Cha. 
rity, though ſhooting at Random, 
cannot miſs a right Mark.Since; Lord, . 
the Party, being.recovered,is become 
worſe than ever before, ( Thus they 
are always impaired . with affliction, 
whothereby-are not tmproved)-Lord, 
count me not acceſlary-to- his-Badnels, - 
becauſe x relieved him- . Let:me not 
 fufferharm.in my: ſelf, for my. delire 
te.do. good tohim. Yea, . Lord, be 
pleaſed. ta, clear my credit. amongſt 
men, thac they may- underſtand my. 
hand, according to the. famplicivy-of - 
my heart. I gave to him only iahope, 
to keep the ſtock alive, that Io after. 
wards it might be better grafted Now 
finding my ſelf deceived, my alms. 
ſhallreturn into my own boſon, 


et a oo 


MEDITATIONS. 9 


X. 
Lord, 
Hy Servants are now praying in 
the Church; and Fam here'ſtay- 
ing at home; detained by neceffary Oc- 
caſtons, ſuch as arenor of my ſeeking, 
bur of thy ſending, my Care-conld not 
prevent them,. my” Power conld not 
remove them. Wherefore thongh I 
cannot goto Church,thereto fir down 
at Table with the reſt of thy Gueſts; 
de. pleaſed, Lord, to ſend me a difh-of 
their Meat hither, and feed my foul _ 
with holy thoughts,* Flded and Hee * Num, 
dad, though ſtaying ftilfin the Camp, 11-26, 
\ no doubt on juſt cauſe )yet-prophe- 
* fied as well as the other Elders, 
Though they went not out to the Spi- 
rit, the Spirit came home to them. 
Thus neverany dutiful Child. loſt his-- 
Legacy, for being abſent, at the ma- 
king of h's Fathers will, ifat the fame 
time he were emp] about his Fx 
thers buſineſs, T many” at 
Church, have their” there, and' 
minds at home. Behold, in exchange; 
P my body here andhearrthere. Though 
' Tcannot pray with them, Fpray for 
_ Yea this Comforts me, - am' 
with thy Congregation; becauſe I 
would be with it. _ 


PERSON AL 


XI, 
Lord, 
Truſt thou haſt pardoned the bad 


Examples I haye ſer before O- 7 
thers, be pleaſed alſo to pardon me 7 
the ſigs which they haye committed 


by my bad Examples. ( It is the beſt 
manners.in thy Court, to heap re- 
eſts upon requeſts, ) If thou haſt 


iven my ſins, the Children of my , 


Corrupt Nature, forgive. me my 
Grandchildren alſo,Let not the Tran- 
ſcripts remain, ſince thou haſt blotted 
ont the Original, And for the time to 
come, bleſs me with barrenneſs in bad 
Actions, and my bad Actions with 
Barrenneſs in procreation, that they 
may never beget others, according to 
their likeneſs, . 


XII, 
Zord; 


_ FX 7 Hat faults. reorreft in my 


l commit. my-ſelf; 
T beat nm forgabling in: the dirt, 

whileſt my own Soul doth wallow in 
Sin: Ibeat him for crying to cut his 
Meat, yetam not my ſelf contented 
with that ſtate thy Provideace hath 
earved unto me : 1 beat him for cry- 
ing when he js to go to ſikep, and 
| yet 


” 
a 
5 
+f 
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MEDITATIONS. 1x 


$ yet, 1fear, 1 my ſelf ſhall cry,” when 
* thou calleſt me to ſleep with my Fa- 
# thers. Alas, 1am more Childiſh than 
* my Child, and what I inflict on hin, 

# I juſtly deſerve to receive from thee : 
Z Only hereis the difference : Ipray 
* and deſire thatmy Correction on my 
| Child may. do him good ; Itisinchy 
* power, Lord, to » that thy Cor- 
? re{tion-on me ſhall do me good. 


XL. 
F Lord, - 
| Perceive my ſoul deeply gnilty- of 
Envy, By my good will, 1 would 


* have none Propheſie, but mine own 
' *, Moſes, lhad rather thy work were « 7a 
; undone, than done better by another, , , ,g_ 
' than by my ſelf: Had rather thy 
2 Enemies were all. alive, than that I 
+ ſhould kill but my: thouſand, and 
others their ten thouſands of them. 
? My Corruption repines at other mens 
| * better Parts, as if what my Soul 
; wants of them in Subſtance ſhe 
would ſupply in ſwelling. Diſpoſſeſs 
me, Lord, of this bad Spirit, and 
turn my Envy into holy. Emulation. 
/ Let me labour to exceed them in 
| ins, who excel me in parts, and 
owing that my ſword in _ 
wn 


* 


* Ruth 


2.16, 


PERSONAL 


down ſin, hath a duller edge, let me if 


irike with the greater force : Yea, 
make other mens Gifts to be mine, 
by-making me thankful co thee for 
them.. It was ſome comfort to Nao- 
mi, that wanting a fon her ſelf, ſhe 
brought up * Ruth's child in her bo« 
fom. If my ſou] be tao old to be a 
Mother of Goodneſs, Lord, make it 
bat a Dry-Nurſe.. Let me feed, and 


foſter, and nouriſh, and cheriſh the © 
Graces in others ; honouring their | 


Perſons, praiſing their Parrs; and 


glorifying thy name, who haſt given - 


ſuch gifts uno them, - 


XIV. 
Lord, 


A 7Hen young, 1 have almoſt | 


quarrelled with that -Peti- 

tion in -our Liturgy, Give Peace in 
eur time, O Lord; Needleſs to wiſh 
for light at Noon-day, for then: Peace 
was ſo plentifal, no fear of Famine, 
but ſuſpicion of a ſurfeit thereof. And 
yet how nag 6. gg Comments was 
this ſrayer then capable of > Give 
Peace, 1s, coneinue and preſerve 
it ; Gtve pecce, that is, Give us hearts 
worthy of it, and thankful for it ; 
in our Time,thart is, All our TRICE 
there 


hat 
; © 


MEDITATIONS. 1] 


here is- more beſides a fair Morning: 


ez, Fequired to make a fair Day, Now 
ie, If ſee the Mother had more Wiſdom 
or han her Son. The Church knew 
0- Þctcer than I, how to pray. Now [ am 


informed of the neceility of 


de hat Perttion. Yea, with the Daugh-, 


of the * Hozſleech, 1 have need * Prov, 


2 
it Fro cry, Give, give peace in our time, 39-1 5+ 
dq f '0 Lord. / 
e 
P-i XV. 
1 Lord, 
[4 Nruly-Souldiers command poor 
HU People to open them their 


2 doors, otherwiſe threatning to break 


But if thoſe in the houſe knew 


in. 
their own ſtrength, it were ealie to 
[roma tes 3 ſeeing the doors are. 
; threatning-proof, and it- is noe the- 

| breach of their Oaths can blow the 
| Locks open. Yet ſilly Souls being 
affrighted,they obey and betray them- 

: ſelvesto their violence. Thus Satay 

| ferves me, or rather thus x ſerve my 
ſeif, wlten- I cannot be forced, 1am 
foal'd our of my integrity, He can- 
of 2ot conſtrairy if Ida not conſent. If 
I do but keep Poſſeſſion, allthe Poſe 

of Hell cannot violently eje&t me : 
But 1 cowardly ſurrender to his 


SUNUNONS, 


#4 | PERSONAL 


Simmons, Thus there needs no me 
ro my undoing, but my ſelf. 


XVI; 
Lord, 


Hen! am to Trayel,r neva; 

V uſe to provide my ſelf; tilf© 

the very Time: Partly out of Lazineſ 

Toth to be troubled till needs 1 muſt 

partly out of Pride, as preſuming al 

neceflaries for my journey will waith, 

npon me at the inſtante, ( Some ſ: 

this is Scholars faſhion, and it: ſeems; 

G by-following it, Ihope, to approve my 
felf to be one ) However, it often 
comes to paſs, that my: journey: is fi- 

nally ſtopt, through the narrowneſ; 

of the time to provide for it. Grant, 
Lord,that my coufefſed improvidence 

'1n Temporal, may make me ſuſpect - 

*Pccl. my providence in Spiritual matters, 
2.5. * Solomon faith, Han goeth to by 
long bome. Short preparation will 

not fit ſo long a Journey. O. letme 

* M424 Not put it off to che laſt, ro-have my Þ 
25,10 ** Oil to buy, when-T amtoburn it. bh 
+ © * But let meſo diſpoſe of myſelf, that 5 
when I am todie, I may haye nothing 


MEDITATIONS. 


AVI. 
k Lord, 


FT Hen in. any writing I have 
\ occaſion to inſert theſe pal- 
. Hecs, God willing, God lending me life, 
Tc. 1 obſerve, Lord, that I can ſcarce 
old my hand from jncircling theſe 
Sords in a Parentheſis,as if they were 
ot Eſſential to the Sentence, but way 
* well be left out, as put in. Whereas 
deed they are not only of the Com- 
iffion as large, but ſo of the Quorum, 
at without them all the reſt is no- 
ting : wherefore hereafter IT will 
rite thoſe words fully and fairly 
ithour any incloſure about them, 
et-Criticks cenſure it for bad Gram- 
Kar, 1. am ſure it is good Divinity. 


XV11T. 
Lord, 


; Any tem matters, which 
LV 1 I have deſired thou haſt deni- 
2d me; It vext. me for the preſenc, 
hat I wanted my will ; Since conſide- 
ring in cool bloud, I plainly perceive 
nad that,. which I deſired, been done, 
J had been undone. Yea, what 
ou gaveſc me inſtead of thoſe things 
, hich 7 willed, though leſs tooth- 

* i ſome 


if 


PERSONAL 


ſome to me, were more wholſo 
for me. Forgive; I pray, my fo 
anger, and now accept my huml 
thanks. IT ord, grant me one ſi 
which is this ; Deny me all ſuir 
which are bad for me > when 1 petit 
on for what is unfitting. O lett 
'King of Heaven make uſe of his 
tive voice. Rather let me faſt thanh 
* Num. * Onails given with intent, thati® 
11.33, ſhould be choaked incating them, 


X1X. 
Lord, | 
T His day I diſputed with my ſel; 


ww” AaA2nSo 


Lo = 2 Tet 


whether or no I had faid ny 
prayers this Morning ; and I coull # 

not call to mind any remarkable pals 
ſage, whence I could certainly con Þ 
clude, that I had offered my Prayers | 
unto thee. Frozen affeftions, whict} © 
left-no ſpark of Remembrance bez t 
hind them ! Yer at laſt I hard 6 
recovered one token, whence I wa? I 
aſſured, that 1 had ſaid my Prayers 1-1 
It ſeems I had ſaid them, and oh? < 
ſaid them, rather by heart than witt!-1 
my heart, Can T hope that tha? 1 
wouldeſt remember my Prayer; { 
when I had almoſt forgotten tha? | 
I bad prayed > Or rarher have 1 nol} | 

Caulk / 


) 
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MEDITATIONS. 


cauſe to fear that thou remembreſt 
rm my Prayers too well, to puniſh the 
1m Coldneſs and Badneſs of them ? Alas * 
» ſiSare not Devotions thus done, in effect 
ſuix 
&etirs his Sons, 


Take double money in your 
hand ; peradventure it was an 5c9my 
Gght. .So, Lord, Icome with my 
ſecond morning Sacrifice : Be pleaſed 
eo accept it, which 1 delire, and en- 
deavour to preſent, with a little better 
# Devotion, than Idid the former, 


r ſelf; *XX. 

dm$ Lord, 

Coul « hag motions of thy holy ſpirit, 
# | were formerly frequent in my 

cog heart ; Bur, alas, of late they have 

yer been great ſtrangers. It ſeems they 

hid? did not like their laſt entertainment, 

+ be.3 they are fo loth to come again. I 

rdj3 fear they were * grieved, that either 


7 


left undone > Well * Fecob adviſed * Gen, 
at their ſecond going into 43.1, 


* Fpb, 


wal Iheard them not attentively, or be- 43+ 


yers ] lieved them not faithfully, or pra- 
01h 4 Qiſed them nor confcionably, If they 
wit! 7 - be pleaſed to come again, - this is all 
tha * Idare promiſe, that they do deſerve, 
rers,; and 1 dodeſire they «ſhould be well 
cha uſed. 'Let thy holy Spirit be pleaſed, 
no / Aot-only 30 fland before the door 
aul © |. a 


\ 
3 


18 PERSONAL 


* Fev, 4nd* knock, but alſo 10 come in. If 
3-20, I-do not open the door, it were too 
unreaſonable to requeſt ſuch a Mi- 
* Fob racle to come in, when the doors were 
ſhut, as thou didſt to. the * Apoſtles, * 
29-19. Yet let me humbly beg of thee, that 
thou wouldeſt make the -/ron gate o 
* Als my Heart open of its own * accord, | 


18.10, Then let thy Spirit be pleaſed to. ſup Þ 


inmy Hears. 1 havegiven it an Inyo. 
cation, and I hope I-fhall give it room, 
But-O. thou that ſendeſt the: Gueſt, 
ſend the.Meat alſo, andif I beſo un- 
mannerly, as not to make the Holy 
Spirit Welcome, O! let thy effectual | 
Grace, make me to make it Welcome, 


6.” dren Od 


— z 4g 


TT 


MIT >: -* 
Lord, : 
JF Confeſs, this Morning, I remem- 
bred .niy Breakfaſt, but forgot ': 
my Prayers. And, as Thayereturned 
no praiſe, ſo thon mighteſt juſtly * 
have offered me no Proteftion, Yet | 
thou haſt carefully kept:me to the 
widdle of this day, intruſted me with *. 
a new debt, before I have paid the 
old ſcore. It is now Noon, too late for 
a Morning, too ſoon for an Evening + 
Sacrifice. My corrupt Heart prompts | 


me to put off my Prayers till "_ | 
ut F 
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MEDITATIONS. 


Bat 1 know it too well, or rather too 
Ill to truſt it, I fear, if till night I 
Ceſer them, at night 1 ſhall forger 
them, Be pleaſed therefore now to 
accept them. ' Lord, let not a few 
hours the later, make a breach : Eſpe- 
cially, ſeeing ( being ſpoken not ta 


_ excule my Negligence, but to implore 


thy 1 ardon, ) a thouſand years inthy 
lightare but as yeſterday. 1 pro- 
miſe hereafter by thy afliſtance to 
bring forth fruit in cue ſeaſoa. See 
how 41 am aſhamed the Sun ſhould 
ſhine on me, who now newly ſtart in 
the Race of my Devotions, when he, 
like a Giant, hath run more than half 
his courſe in the Heayens, 


XX[L. 
Lord, 
His day calually Iam fallen into 
a bad company, and know nor 


how 1 came thither,, or how to ger 


hence... SureI am, not my improvi- 
dence hath run me, but thy Prov:- 


- dence hath led me into this danger. 


I was .not, wandring in any baſe by- 


path, but walking in the high way 


of my Vecation. Wherefore, Lord, 
thou that calledſt, me thither, . keep 
tae here. Stop their mouths that 

« B they 
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they ſpeak no blaſphemy, or ſtop my F 

cars that I hear nene; or open my F;, 

mouth ſoberly to reprove what:I hear. F , 

a me — _—_ _ Lord, Fj, 
ard m ing of my ſelf. Let not 

the ſinoak of their badneſs put out G 

mine eyes, but the ſhining of my in- }| ,, 

nacency lighten theirs. Let me give | ,, 

Phyſick to them and not take infection 

from them, Yea, make me the better 

for their badneſs. Then ſhall their 

bad company be to me, like the dirt J - 

of Oiſters, whoſe mud hath ſope in it, 


and doth rather ſcour, than dehile, ? £1 
th 

” an. -B 
Lord, his 


Ften have I thoyght. with my Yo 

ſelf; I will ſin þut this one ſin # ;, 
more,and then I will repent of it, and * (0 
ef all the reſt of my ſins together. So |! ty 
fooliſh was I and ignorant. As ifI © T! 
fhonld be more able to pay my © ©; 
Nebts, when 1 owe more : Or as if I % ,n, 
ſhould ſay, I will wound my Friend |! 
once again, and then I will lovingly | th, 
ſhake hands with him : _ but waat if | þ,c 
my Friend will not ſhake hands with J the 
me? Beſides, can ..one, cemmit | not 
one ſin more, and but onefin more ? Þ + j 
Uncleah Creatures went by couples | the 

,1Nto | 


MEDITATIONS. 


otherwiſe thou mailt - juſtly make the 
» $1aſt minute, wherein I do {in on carth 
t © to be the laſt minute, wherein I ſhall 
t F (in en earth. andthe firſt wherein thou 
- I mizhteſt make me ſiffer in another 
place. 


XXIV. 
Lord, 
HE Preacher this day came 
home to my heart. Aleſt-hand- 


ling ſins. I could find no fault with 
© his Sermon, -ſave only that- it had 
Y $too much truth. But this I quarrelled 
'n * at, that he went far ' from his Text, 
d * to come cloſe to me, and ſo was faul- 
So | ty himſelfin telling me of my faults. 
I” Thus they will creep out at ſinall 
Y } crannies, who have a mind to eſcape ; 
I % and yet 1 cannot deny, but*that that, 
id '! which he ſpake, ( though nothing to 
that Portion of Scripture which' he 
' had for his Text ) was according te 
the Proportion of Scripture. Andis 
not thy Word in general, the Text 
' at large of every Preaeher ? Yea, ra» 
' ther 1 ſhould have concluded, that, 
B 2 I 


into the * Ark. Grant Lord, at this « go, 
inſtance I may break off my badneſs, , ,_ 


3 ed Gibeonite with his * Sling, bit not * Fudg., 
the Mark more ſure, than he my Dar- 19-16. 


22 


if he went from his Text, thy good- 
neſs ſent him to meet me; For with- 


out thy guidance it had been impol. 
ſible for him ſo truly to have traced 


4 
I 
3 


rhe-intricate turnings of my deceitful | 
heart, ; A 
| 

XXV. | > 
Lord, | 


B' pleaſed to ſhake my clay cot-! 


tage before thou throwelt it 

own. May it totter a while, before; 
it doth tumble. Let me be ſummonet: 
before Fam ſiirpriſed, Deliver me: 
from Sudden Death. Not fron-ſudden 


Death in reſpe& of iz ſelf; for 1-care { 


not how ſhort my paſſage be, ſo it be 
ſafe. Never any weary Traveller 


ſudden in reſpe& of me. Make me 


always ready to receive Death, Thus 
No Gueſt comes unawares to in? 
who keeps a conſtant Table, 


| 


b; 
at 
Ve 
'& 


complained, that he came too ſoon to? th 
his Journeys end. But let it not be.” 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


ot-! LORD, 
it | the Parable of the four 


 %s 


ore ſorts of Ground whereon the 
ned. Seed was ſown, the * laſt alone, 

| proved fru.tful, There the 
let} bad were more than the good. But 
areg amongſt the Servants, rwo impro- 


me 


we. 


be ved- their * talents, or pounds, and * Hat, 
ler 4 One only buried them. There 21.18, 
1t0.? the goo. were more than the bad. A-' £ukg 
be” gainamongſt the tenV irgins, five were 19-20. 
me: Wiſe, and five * Fooliſh : Therethe * p74, 
1s; good and the bad were equal. I ſee, 25... 


. i . 
13,77 that concerning the number of the 


' faints,in compariſon to the reprobates 
no certainty can be collefted from 

| theſe Parables. Good Reaſon, for it is 
not their principal purpoſe to meddle 

* with that point, Grant that I may ne- 
1 ver rack a Scripture Simile, beyond 
© thetrue intent thereof; leſt inſtead of 
* fnckivg milk, x1ſqueez bloud out of i», 
[i B 3 It. 


: 


f 


* Pſal. 
2.8, 


dCRIPTURE 
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Lord, 
| Hou didſt intend from ll Eter. 
nity to 1aake Chriſt the Heir of 
all, No danger of dil- inheriting h:m,# 
thy only Son, and ſo well deſerving} 
Yet thou ſayeſt. to him,. * ASkof me, 
and I will give thee the Heathen for): 
thine. inberitance, &©c, This homage 
he muſt do, for thy. boon, to beg t. 
1 fee thy goodneſs delights to have 
thy favonrs ſued for, expetting we ! 
thovld craye what thou intendeſt we * 
fhould have ; That ſo,though we can- 
not give a full price, we may take ' 
ſome pains for thy favours, and ob- / 
tain them, though not for the merit,” 
by the means of our Petitions, 4 


ni: 
Lord, 
T Find that Exckjel in his Prophe- 
JF cies, & ftiled Ninery times, and 
more, by this Appdlation, Sox of 
mes, and firely, not once oftner 
than rhere was need for. For he had 
more Viſions than ary one (not ro 
ſay than all ) of the Prophets of his 
time, It was neceſſary therefore, tliat 
his Mortal Extra&!on ſhould often 
be ſounded.in his Ears, Son of _= 
le 
f 


- 


: 
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OBSERYATION'S. 'T; 


leſt his frequent converſing with Vi- 
ſions might make him miſtake him- 
ſelf to be ſome Angel. Amongſt 


on other Revelations, it was therefore 
* needful, to reveal him to himſelf, 
\ing #& Son of man, leſt ſeeing many Viſi- 
f n.. | ons might have made him blind with 


! for! Spiritual Fride, Lord, as thou in« 
; creaſeſt thy Graces in me, and fi- 


"8's yours on me, fo with them daily in- 
S © creaſe inmy Soul the Monitours, and 
jo ! Remembrancers of my Mortality, 
we: 50 {hall my Soul be kept ina good 
2n.. Temper, 'and huinble deportment toy 
ake - Yards thee, 
ob. / 
Tit, , IV, 

4 Lord, 


Read, how Facob ( then only ac- 
» companied with his ſtaff ) vowed 
at Berbel, That if thou geveſ bim but 
_ Bread aud Raiment, be would make 
* that place thy bouſe. Aﬀter hisrecurn, 
of the Condition on thy ſide was over- 
perfoxmed, but the Obligation on his 
q\ pare wholly neglefted: For when 
thou hadſt mads his-afFto ſwell, and 
y to. break into two Bands, he, after 
his 'return, turned * Purchaſer, # g(,. 
- bought -a field in Shalem, intending 42, 9. 
there to ſet up his rett. But thou art 
B 4 pleaſed 
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18.16, 


SCRIPTURE 


pleaſed to be his Remembrancer in 
a new Viſion, and to ſpur him afreſh, 
who tired in his promije, * Ariſe, go 
to Berhel,and make there an Altar, (5c, 
Lord, if rich Facob forgot, what poor 
Facob did promiſe, no wonder, if [ 
be bountiful to offer thee in my af- 
fiction, what 1 am niggardly to per- 
form in my proſperity. But O! take 
not advantages of the forfeitures, but 
be pleaſed ro demand payment once 
again, Pinch me into the Remem- 
brance of my promiſes, that ſo 1 may 
re-enforce my old Vows, with new 
Reſolu: ions, 


V. 

Lord, Ln 
] Read, when our Saviour was ex- 
amined in the High-l rieſts Hall, 
that Petey ſtood without, till Fob» 
( being lus * ſpokes-man to the Maid 
that kept the Door ) procure.! hig 
Admiſſionin, Fobn meant to let him 
out of the Cold, and not to ler him 
into a Temptation, but his courtelie 
in intention proved a miſchief in 
event, and the occaſion of his deny- 
ing his Maſter. O let neyer my kind. 
neſs concur in the remotelt de- 
gree, to the damage of my Friend, 
May 
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May the Chain, which x ſent him for 
an Ornament, never prove his Fetters, 
Bur if 1 ſhould be unhappy herein, I 
am ſure thou wilt not punith my good 
will, but pity my ill ſucceſs, 


VI. 
Lord, 
He Apoſtle ſaith to the * Corin-+ x Cp 

thians,God will not ſuffer you 10:39, 13, 
bc rempted above what you are able.But 
how comes he to centraditt himſelf, 
by his own confeſſien in his next E- 
piſtle? Where, ſpeaking of his own lick- 
neſs,he ſfauth, * We are preſſed out of « | 
meaſure above ſtrcngth. Perchance th's , —_ 
will þe expounded by- propounding * 
another Riddle of the ſame Apoſtles, 
who praiſing Abrabam, ſaith, that 
agtinſt hope he belicucd in hope. That 
1s, againſt Carnal hope he believed in 
Spiritual hope. $o the {ame wedge 
will ſerve to cleave the former difft- 
cuity : Paul was prefied above his hu- 
mane,1ot above his heavenly ſtrength 
Grant, Lord, that I may not mangle, 
and diſinember thy Word, but ſtudy. 
itantirely, comparing one place with 
another: for Diamonds only can cut. 
Diamonds, and no fuch Comments. 
on the $cripture, as Scripture, 

; B 5 VII;. 
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VII. 
Zord,, * 
Obſerve that the Vulgar Tranſla- 


tionreads the APQSTLES ' 


*2-Pet. Precept thus,... * Give diligence to 

2.18, make your Calling and-Eleition ſure by 
Good Works.But in our Engliſh Teſta- 
ment theſe words. by Good Works arc 
left out. It grieved me at thefirit 
to ſee our Tranſlation defective ; but 
it offended me afterwards, to ſee the 
other redundant. . For thoſe words 
are not in the Grcck,, which is the O- 
riginal, And it is an ill Work, to 
put Good. Works in, to the corrup- 
tion of the Scripture, . Grant, Lord, 
that though we leave Good Works out 
inthe Text, we may take them in, in 
our Comment.. In that Expoſition 
which.our praftice 1s to make of this 
Precept in our ..lives and converſati- 
ons, 


. VITE. 
Lord, 

* Ma, | Find the Genealogy of my * Sas 
1-8, 4 viour ſtrangely Chequered with 
71%? four remarkable Changes in four im- 

mediate Generations, 
1. Keboboam begat Abjam ; that is, 
a 
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OBSERVATIONS: . 


a bad Father. degat a bal Son. 

2. Abiam begat Aſa ; that is, a bad 

Father, a good Son. 

3. Aſa begat Feboſaphat ; that is,z 

good Father, a — ; 

4. Fcboſaphat begar-Foran 3 that 15, 

oy mares bad Sony ” 

I ſee,” Lord, framt hence, that my 
Fathees- Piety: - cannos be entailed, 
that ts-bad news for me, Butl ſee 
alſo, that aftual Impiety is not always 


hereditary: that is good news for my * 


IX .” 
Zovd, 


WW Hen in my» daily.Seryice f 


read Davids Plalms, Give 
meto-alter the Accentof my Soul, 
according to: their ſeveral Subjedts : 
In ſuch Pſalms, wherein. he confef- 
ſeth his” Sins,- or requeſterh thy Par- 
don or prailethrfor former,or prayech 
for ſuture-fayours;-1n all theſe give 
ms to raiſe my Soul to as high a pitch 
as may be.. But whenT come to ſuch 
Pſalms,:wherein-he curſerh his Ene= 
nues, O there let me bring my Soul 
down. t9 a lower note. For thoſe 
words were. made only to fit. Da- 
vids mouth. -1 have the like breath, 
but not-the ſame ſpirit ro pronounce 
them, 
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them. Nor let me flatter my ſelf, 
that it is lawful for me,with David,to 
curſe thine Enemies, leſt my deceit- 
fal hearc intitle all mine Eremies to 
be thine, and fo what was Religion 
12 David, prove malice in me, whulſc 
I att Revenge under the Pretence of 
Piety. 


X. 
Lord, 
Read of the two Witneſſes, * And 
when they ſball bave finiſhed their 
Teftimony, the beaſt that aſcendeth out 
of the bottomleſs *Pit ſhall make War 
&gdinſi them, and ſhall overcome them, 
end kill rkem. T hey conld not be kil- 
led whilſt they were doing, but when 
they had done the.r work; during their 
inployment they were invincible. No 
better Armour againſt the Darts: of 
Death, than to be buſied in thy Ser. 
vice, Why art thou ſoheavy, O my 
Soul ? No malice of Man can antedate 
my end a minute, whileſt my Maker 
hath any work for me to Co: And 
when all my daily task is ended, why 
thould I grudge then to go to bed? 


of 
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Xl. 
Lord, 
Read at the Transfgurarion, that | 
* Peter, Famcs, and Fobn,were ad- | 9143. 
 Witted to behold Chriſt ; bur Andrew 16-2. 
was excluded.So again,at the reviving 
| of the Daughter of the Ruler of the 
* Synagogue. theſe three were let in, * Mar. 
and Andrcwſhut out. Laſtly, in the 5.37. 
Agony * the aforeſaid three were cal-* 2ſrk 
led to be witnefles thereof, and frill-11.33. 
Andrew left behind, Yet he was Petcrs 
Brother, and a good man, and an 
Apoſtle, why did not Chriſt take the 
two-Brothers ? Was it not pityto part 
then > But me thinks, I feem more 
oftended thereat,than Andrew himſelf 
was, whom1 find to expreſs no dil- 
content, being pleaſed to be account» 
ed a loyal Subject, for thegeneral, 
though he was no favourite in theſe 
particulars. Give meto be pleaſectin 
my felf, and thankful co thee for 
what I am, though I-be not equal to 
others in perional perfections. For 
' ſuch'peculiar Priviledges are courte- 
lies from chee, when given, and no, 
Injuries tous when denicd, 
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XII: 
Lord, 
Aint Paul teacheth the art of hea- 
-venly thrift, how romake a new 


* Phit. Sermonof an old; Many ( * faith 


3.18, 


* Mat. 


4.12, 


he ) walk,,. of whom. 1 bave told you. 
oficn, and now tell you weeping, that 
they are enemics-to 3hc Croſs of- _ 
Formerly he had-:'told it with tus 
tongue, but now with his tears, for- 
merly he taught it with his words, 
but now with weeping. Thus new 
affections make an old Sermon new, 
May I not,.by the ſame proportion, 
make an ol Prayer new ? Lord, 
thus long 1 have. offered my Prayer 
dry unto thee, now, Lord, Toffer it 
wet. Thenwilt tliovu own ſome new 
Addition therein, when, though the 
Sacrifice * be.the ſame, yet the dreſ- 
ſing of it is different, being ſteep'd 
——_ tears, who-bringeth it unto 
[ 


XIII. 
Zord, 


*Read of my Saviour, that when 
 Itewas in. the Wilderneſs, * #ben 
the: Devil leauveth bim, and bebold 


 Mngels came and miniſtred unto bim, 


A great Ghange in a little tune. No 
twilight 


OG II 
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twilight betwixt night and day. No 
Purgatory condition betwixt Hell 
and Heaven, bit inſtantly, when out 
Pevil, in Angel, Suchis the cafe of 
every ſolicary Sont,. It-wiF make 
company for-it ſel A muſing mind 
will not ſtand -Neuter a Minute, but 
preſently ſide. with Legions of good 
or bad thoughts. Grant therefore 
that. my Soul, which ever will have 


. ſome, may--neyer have bad compa- 


ny. 
X LY. 
Lord, _ 


Read how Cuſhi, and Abimaaz 

Tana Race, whofirſt ſhould bring 
Tidings of Vietory to David, Abi- 
maaz, thongh laſt ſetting forth, came 
firlt to his. journeys end ; not that he 
had the feeter feet, but. che; better 
brains, to chuſe. the way of moſt ad- 


vantage. For the Text * faith, S0* 


Ahimaaz r4n by the way of the plain, 


and over-went Cuſhi, - Frayers made. 


to God by Saints, fetch a needleſs 


compaſs about. That is but a rough 


and uneven way, . Beſides on a ſteep 
Paſſage therein, queſtionable whe- 
ther it can be climbed up, and Saints 
in Heaven made ſenſible of what " 

ay 
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ſay on earth. The way of the plain, or 
plain way, both ſhortelt and ſurelt js, 
Call #pon me in the time of trouble.Such 
Prayers.( though ſtarting laſt ) will 
come firſt to the Mark. 


XV. 
Lord, | 
His morning I read a Chapter 
| in the Bible,and therein obſer- 
yed a memorable paſſage, whereof I 
never took notice before, Why now, 
and no ſooner did I ſee it ? formerly, 
my Eyes were as open,and the Letters 
as legible, Is there not a thin yail laid 
over the Word which is more rarified 
by reading, and at laſt wholly. worn 
away 2 Or was it becauſeI came with 
wore appetite than before ? The milk 


was always there in the Breaſt but the: 


Child till now was not hungry enough 
to find ont the Tat, 1ſce the Oil of 
thy Word will never leave increaſing, 

whileſt any bring an empty Barrel. 

The old Teſtament will ſtill be a new 

Teſtament,to him, who comes with a 

fceſh deſire of information. 


wo XVI. 
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XVI. 
I ord, 


T the firſt * Paſſeover, God * Exod. 


kept touch with the HZebrews 
very punctually :. A+ the end of the 
four bundred and thirtieth ycar, in ths 
ſe f-ſame day it came to- paſs, that all 
tbe Hoſts of the Lord went out of the 
Land of Egypt ; bur at the firlt Exſtcy 
God was-better than his word. Having 
promi:ed that Chriſt ſhould lye but 
three days in the Grave, his Father. 
ly affetion did run to relieve him, 
By a charitable Hnecdoche two pieces 
of days were counted for whole ones. 


I2.5L, 


God did cut the work, ſhort in *. righ- * Rom. 


teouſneſs, Thus the meaſure of his 
mercy under the Law was full, bur it 
ran over in the Goſpel. 


XVII, 

Lord, 
HE Apoſtle diffwaded the Fe- 
brews from Coyetouſnels, with 
this Argument, becauſe God ſaid, I 
will not leave thee nor forſake thee. Yet 
I finde not that God-ever gave this 
Promiſe toall the Fews, bur he ſpake 
it only to * Fofhua, when firſt made 
. Commander againſt the (znaanitcs. 
Which 
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* Fob. 
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Which ( without violence to the A. 
nalogy-of Faith })-the Apoſtle apply- 
eth xo all-good'men in general. Is it 
fo that we arc- Heirs apparent ts all 
promiſes made to thy Servants in 
Scripture 2 Are the Charatt.rs of 
Grace granted'to them, good to me ? 


, Then willt ſay wit h Facob, * I have 


exough. But becauſe I cannot intitle 
my ſelfto thy. promifes to them, ex- 
cept 1 imitate cheir piety to thee ; 
grant I may take as much cate in 
following the ene, as comfort in the 
other. - 


XVIII. 
Lord, 


Read, that thou did® make 
| * Graſs,. Herbs, and Trees, the 
third day. As-for. the $un, |\Meon, 
and Stars, thou madeſt then on the 
fourth day of the Creation. Thus 

firſt thou didſt confute the folly ' 

ſuch, who maintain: that all Ve- 
getables; in their growth, are inſla- 
ved. to a neceffary and: unavoidable 
dependence.on the influences of the 
Stars. WhereasPlan:s were even when 
Planets were not. It is falſe, that the | 
Marigold follows the Sun, whereas 
the.Spn follows the Marigold, as | 


made | 
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made the day. before him, Hereafter 
I will admire thee-more, and fear A. 
ſtrologers lefs.; Not affrighted witl 
their doleful Preditions of Nearth, 
and. Drought-, collefted from the 
Complexions of the Planets, Muſt 
the Earth of neceſſity be fad, be- 
canſe ſoine il] natured Star 1s ſullen ? 
As # the Graſs could not grow with- 
ont asking it leave, Whereas thy 
Power, which made Herbs before the 
Stars,can preſerve them withour their 
propitious, yea, azaintt their Malig- 
nant Aﬀpetts. | 


XIX. 
Lord, 


. IT 


+ ſpake to..* Philemon, to prepere * Pþj3, 


| Read, how Paul writing from Rome, 


im a Lodging, hoping to make uſe ,, 


thereof, yet we find not that he ever 
did uſe it, being martyred not long 
after. However he was no loſer, whom 
thon didſt lodge in a higher Manſion 
in Heayen, Let me alwaysbe thus 
deceived to ' my adyantage. I ſhall 
have no occaſion to co:mplain,though 
I never wear the.new cloaths fitted for 
me, if, before I put them on, Death 
cloath me with glorious. Immorrality. 


XX. 


* Mat. 
10.10. 


* Mark 
6.8, 


SCRIPTURE 


XX. 
Lord, 

Hen our Saviour” ſent his 
Apoſtles abroad to preaci, 

he enjoyned thein in one * Goſpel, 
Poſſeſs nothing, neither ſhoes wr eff 
But. it 1s ſaid in another * Goſpel, And 
he commanded them, that they ſhould 


take nothing for their journey ſave 4 


ſtaff only. The reconciliation is ealie. 


They.might have aſtaff to ſpeak them 
Travellers, not Souldiers ; one to 
walk with, not to war with; a ſtaff 
which was a Wand, not a weapon. 
Bat O! in how doleful days do we 
live, wherein Miniſters are not ( as 


. formerly ) armed with.their naked- 


neſs, but need Staves and Swords-tas, 
to defend them from violence, 


XXl, 

Lord, 
Diſcover an arrant. Lazineſs in my 
| Soul, For whent am to read. a 
Chapter in the Bible ; before x begin 
it, I look where it endeth. And if it 
endeth not on the ſame ſide, I can- 
not keep my hands. from turning 
over the leaf,. to meaſure the length 
thereof on the other ſide; If it ſwells 
to 


WI 


Yn 
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to many verſes, I begin to grudge. 
Surely my heart is not rightly affect- 
ed. WereT truly hungry after hea- 
yenly Food, Iwould not complain of 
Meat. Scourge, Lord, this lazineſs 
out of my Soul, make the reading of 
thy Word, not a penance but a plea- 
ſurennto me, teach me, that as a- 
mongit many heaps of Gold, all being 
equally pure, that is the beſt, which 
is the biggeſt, ſo 1 may eſteem that 
Chapter in thy Word the beſt, which 
is the longeſt, 
XX1lI, 

Lord, 6 

Find David making a Syllogiſin, 

ia Mood and Figure, two Propoli- 
tions he perfected. 


18, If I regard wickedne's in my Pſalm 
66, 


heart, the Lord will not hear mc, 

19, But werily God hath beard me, 
be hath attended to the voice of my 
Prayer. 

Now I expetted that David ſhould 
haye concluded thus : 

Thercfore I regard not wickedneſs in 

my heart, 

But far otherwiſe he concludes, 

20, Bleſſed be God that bath not 
turned away my *Prayer, nor bts mercy 


from me. 
| Thus 


22 


* 


49 


* Prov. 
39-9» 
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Thus David hath deceived, but not 
wronged me. I-looked that heſhould 
haveclapt the crownon his own, and 
he puts it on Gods head. I willlearn 
this excellent Logick : For 1like Da- 
wids, better than Ariſtotles Sllogiſms, 
That whatſoever the premiles-be, I 
make Gods'Glory the concluſion, 


XXI1IL. 
Lord, 


Iſe * Aguy made it-his wiſh, 
Give me not poverty, leſt 1 


ſtea', and take the Name of my God in 


vain, He ſaith not, leſt I Real and be 
canght in the mexxer, . and then be 
ſtockt or whipt; or branded, or forc'd 
toa four-fold Reſtitution, or put to 
any other ſhameful or painful puniſh- 
ment. But he ſaith, Zeſt 1 ſteal, and 
3ake the Name of my God in vain. That 
is, leſt proſeſſing to ſerve thee, I con- 
fute a good profeſſion,with a bad con- 
verſation. Thus thy childrencount ſin 
to be thegreateſt ſmart in {in, as be- 
ing more ſenſible of the wound they 
therein give to the glory of God than 
of all the ſtripes that man.may lay 
upon them for puniſhment, 


-XX1V. 
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XXIV. 
' Lord, 
Read, that when-my Saviour diſ- 
] poſſefſed che Mans * Son of a De- 
vil, he injoyned the evil Spirit 20 


| come out of bim,and enter no more into 


biw. 'ButIfind, that when my Savi- 


41 


* May 


9.25, 


Mark, 


our himſelf was tempted of * Satan, * Luke 
The Devil departed from him for @ ſea- 4:' 3+ 


e0n. Retrearing,as it ſeems, with mind 
to return, How came it to pals, Lord, 


that he,who expell'd. him finally out of 


others, did not propel hun ſo from 
himſelf > Sure, it dorh not follow,that 
becauſe he did not,he could not doit, 
Or that he was leſs able to help him- 
ſelf, becauſe he was more charitable 
to relieve others. No, I fee my Sa+ 
viour was pleaſed to ſhew himſelf a 
God in other mens matters, and but a 


man inſuch caſes wherein he himſelf 


was concerned, Bcing contented till 
to be tempted by Stan, that his ſuf- 
ferings for us, might cauſe our con- 
quering thropgh him, 


XXV. 


42 
# 2TimM. 
3 8, 


* Exod. 
11.12, 
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XXV. 
Lord, 
Annes and * Fambres the Apes of 


Moſes and Aeron, imitated them. 


1n turning their Rods into! Serpents, 
only here was the difference ; Aarons 
* Rod devoured their Rods, T hat 
which was ſolid and Subſtantial, laſt- 


ed, when that, which was flight and | 


but ſeeming, vaniſhed away. Thus 
an active Fancy in all outward expreſ- 
fions may imitate a lively Faith, © For 
matter of Longs there is nothing 
what Grace doth do, but Wit can act. 
Only the difference appears '# the 
continuance : Wir is but for fits, and 
flaſhes, Grace holds ont and is laſtin ; 
And. good Lord, of thy guodnels, 
give it to every one that truly deſires 
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| APPLICATIONS. 


I. 


HE Engliſh Ambaſii- 
dour ſome years ſince, 
prevailed ſo far with 
the Turkiſh Emperor, 
as to perſwade him to 

hear ſome of our Engliſh Muſick,from 

which ( as from other liberal Scien- 
ces )) both he and his Nation were 
naturally averſe. But it happened that 
the Muſicians were ſo long in tuning 
their Inſtruments, that thegreat Turk, 
diſtaſting their tediouſne's,went away 
indiſcontent, before their Mulick be- 
gan. Tam afraid, that the differen- 
ces and difſentions betwixt Chriſtian 

Churches, ( being ſo long in recon- 

ciling their diſcords ) will breed in 

Pagans, ſuch a I” of our Reli- 


gion, 
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gion, as they will not- be invited to 
attend thereunto, 


. I. 


A Sibyt came to: Terquinius Su- 
* 2M. perbus King of Rome, and# of- 
Farr, fered to fell unto him three Tomes 
Solinus, of her Oracles :. But he, counting 
Plinius, the price too high, refuſed to buy 
Hali- them; - Away ſhe went, and burnt 
£87.97, one Tome of them; - Returning, ſhe 
asked him,. whether he would buy 

the two remaining at the ſame rate ; 

he refuſed again, counting her. little 7 

berter than frantick. Thergupon | 

ſhe burns the ſecond Tome. And 
peremptorily asked him, whether he 

would give the fuamim demanded-for 

che all three, for the one Tome re- 
maining ; otherwiſe ſhe would burn 

that alſo, and he would dearly re- 

pent it. Tarquin, admiring at her 
conſtant-Reſolution, + and conceiving 

ſome extraordinary worth contain- 

ed therein, gave her her demand. 

There are three Volumes of Mans 
Time; - Youth, Mans Eftate, and 

Old Age; and Miniſters advifethem, 

* Fpb,. * to redeem their .rime. Bot Mcn | 
5.46, Conceive the rate, they- muſt give, | 
| to | 
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-tobe unreaſonable ; becauſe it will 


coſt them the renouncing of their 
Carnal Delights, Hereupon one third 
part of their Life ( Youth ) is confit- 
med in-the fire of wantonneſs. A- 
gain, Miniſters counſel Men to re- 


deem the remaining Volumes of their 


Life, They are but derided at for 
their pains. And Mans Eſtate is alſo 
caſt away in the ſmoak of vanity. But . 
Preachers ought to preſs peremptori- 
ly on Old people, to redeem, now or 


-never, the Lait Volume of their Life. 


Here is the difference : the Sibyl ſtill 
demanded but -the ſanie rate for the 
remaining Book ; But Aged Folly 
( becauſe of their cuſtom in ſinning I 
will find it harder and dearcr, 'to re- 
deem this, the laſt Volume, thanif 
they had been Chapmen for all the 


three at the firſt, * Girdla 
dus 
Hl. Cam- 
brenſis, 
| Aleryonith-Shire in ® Wales, © 
there be many Mountains, whoſe (Cams. 
hanging tops come fo cloſe toge- den, 
ther, that Shepherds, ſitting on ſe- The De. 
veral Mountains may andibly dif- ſcripti- 
courſe one with another, And yer on of 
they muſt go many Miles, before thas 
C 2 their Shire, 
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their Bodies can meet together, by 
reaſon of the vaſt hollow Valleys 
which are betwixt them, Our Sove- 
reign, and the Members of his Par- 
liament. at Zondon, ſeem very near 
agreed in their general and publick 
Profeſſions ; Both are for the*Prote- 

ant Kcligion ; Can they draw nea- 


rer ? Both are for the 7riviledges of | 


Parliament ; Can they come cloſer ? 
Both are for the Liberty of the Subje ; 
Can they meet evener? And yet, 
alas, there 1s a great Gulf, and valt 
diſtance betwixt them, which our ſins 
have wade, and God grant that our 
Sorrow may ſcaſonably make it up 


again. 
IV. 


us Fobn King of France 
had communicated the Or- 
der of the Knighthood of the Star, 
to ſome” of his Guard, men of mean 
Birth an Extraftion, the Nobility 


ever after diſdained to be admitted * 
into that degree, and ſo that Order | 


m France was ———_ Seeing 
that now adays drinking. and ſwear- 
ing, and wantonnelſs are grown fre- 
quent, eyen with baſe beggarly 


people; 


£ 
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people; it is high time for men of 
Honour, who conſult with their cre» 
dit, to deſiſt from ſuch ſins. Not that 
T would have Noblemen invent 
new Vices, to be in faſhion with 
themſelves alone, bur forfake old ſins, 
grown common with the meaneſt of 


people. 
V. 


Ong was this Land waſted with 

— Civil War, betwixt the two 
Houſes of York, and Lancaſter, till 
the Red Roſe became White with the 
Bloud it had loſt, and the White 
Roie Rea, with the Blond it had ſhed. 
Atlaſt, they. were united in a hap- 
py Marriage, and their joynt Titles 
are twiſted together in our Gracious 
Sovereign. . Thus there hath been 
a great difference betwixt learned 
men, wherein the Dominion over the 


' Creature & founded. Some putting 


itin Nature ; others placing it in 
Grace. But the true Servants of 
God have an unqueſtioned Right 
thereunto : . Seeing both Nature and 
Grace, the firſt and ſecond Adam, 
Creation and Regeneration are con- 
tained in them. Hence their claim 

C 3 18 
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is ſo clear, their Tile is fo true, jgno- 
rance cannot donbt. it, unpudence 
dares not deny. it; 


VI. 


Re ES 


ws 


He _ Senators conſpired 
againſt Fulizs (ſar to kill him: 
The very.next morning Artemidorus, 
* Plut. * Caeſars friend, delivers him a Pa- 
in Fuli- PT ( deſiring him to peruſe it ) where- 
4s Cc. inthe whole Plot was difcovered: But 
ſar, Caſar complemented his life away,be- 
ing fo taken up, to return the ſalutati» | 

ons of ſuch people as met him in the 

w2y, that he pocketted the Paper a- 

mong other Petitions, a8umconcerned 
therein, and ſo going to the Senate. 
kouſe, was ſlain, The World, Fleſh, 
and Devil, -have a deſign for the de- 
* ſtruction of men ; we Miniſters, bring 
our people a Letter, Gods Word, 
wherein all che Conſpiracy 1s reveal- 
ed. But who bath believed ouy report > 
Moſt men are ſo buſie about worldly 
delights, they are not atleiſure to 11- 
{ten ro us or read the Letter,but thus, 
alas. run head-long to their own Ruin 


a1id Deſtruction, 


VII. 


= 
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T is reported of Philip the ſecond, 
King of Spain, That belicging the 
Town of S. Quintin, & being to make 
a breach,he was forced with his Can- 
non to- batter down a ſiall Chappel- 
on the Wall dedicated to S. Zurence. 
Inreparationto which Saint, he after- 
wards buitt and conſecrated unto him, 
that famous-Chappel in the Eſcurial 
n Spain, for workmanſhip oneof tie ' 
Wonders of the Worid. How many 
Churches and Chappels of the God of 
Saint- Laurence have been laid waſte in - 
England, by this woful War? And 
which is more (and more to be lamen- 
ted ) how many living temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Chriſtian people, have 
therein been cauſleſly and cruelly de- : 
ſtroyed? How ſhalt.onr Nation be ever - -- 
able to make recompenſe for it > God 
of his goodneſs forgive us that Debt, - 
which we ofour ſelyes are not able to * Sir 
latrSfz&. | Fobn 
Hey- 
VI. : ward in 
the life 
N the days of King * Zdward of Eq- 
' the ſixth, the Lord Protector ward 
C4 march'd, the ſixth 
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march'd with a powerful Army into 
Scotland, to demand their young 
Queen Mary in Marriage to our 
King, according to rheir promiſes. 
The Scotch refuſing to do it, were 
beaten by the Engliſh in Auſlebo- 
rough-fight. One demanding of a 
Scottiſh TL ord ( taken priſoner in the 
Battle) Now Sir, how do yon like 
our Kings Marriage with your Queen? 
1 always ( quoth he ) did like the Mar- 
riaye, but I do notlike the wooing, that 
you ſhould fetch a Bride with Fire and 
Sword, It 1s not enongh for mento 
propound p.ous Projetts to them- 
ſelves, if they go about by indirect 
courſes to compaſs them. Gods 
own work muſt be done by Gods own 
ways. Otherwiſe we can take no 
comfort in obtaining the end, if we 
cannot- juſtifie the means uſed there- 
unto. 


IX, 


Sagamore, or petty King in 
Firgizia,guelſng the greatneſs 

of other Kings by his own, ſent a 
Native hither, who underſtood Eng- 
liſh, commanding him to ſcore npon 
along Cane ( given him of purpo'e 
to 
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tobe his Regiſter ) the number of 
Engliſh-men, that thereby his Ma- 

ſter might know the ſtrength of this 

our Nation. Landing at *Plimouth, 

a populous place, ( and which he 
miſtook forall Eng'and ) he had no 
leiſure to eat for notching up the 

men he met, At Exector the diffi- 
culty of his Task. was increaſed ; 
coming at laſt ro London ( that Foreſt 

of people ) he brake his Cane in pie- 

ces, perceiving the impoſſibility of 

his imployment., Some may con- 
ceive,. thar they can reckon up the 

Sins they commit in one day. Per- 
chance they may make hard ſhifts 

to ſumm np their notorious il] deeds, 

More difficulty it is to {core up their 
wicked words. But O how infinite 

are theiridle thoughts! High Time 

then to leave oft counting, and cry , ,,-y 
out with * David, Who can tel! bow _ 
of be offendeth? Lord, cleanſe me from 9? 
my ſecret ſins, 


X. 


Artin de Golin, Maſter of the 
Teutonick Order, was taken: 
Priſoner by the Pruſiqns, and deli- 
vcred bound to be beheaded. But 
C 5, he 


53 HISTORICAL 


he -perſwaded his Executioner ( who 
had him alone ) firſt to rake off his 
coftly Cloathes, which otherwiſe 
would be ſpoiled: with the ſprinkling 
of his bloud, Now the Priſoner, be- 
ing partly unbound to be uncloathed, 
and finding his arms ſomewhat looſe- 
ned, ſftrake the Executioner to the 
_ _ _ _ _ 
is own Sword, and ſo regain 
"John his Life and Liberty, * Cbrift bath 
19.33» overcome theWorld,and delivered it to 
us, to ceſtroy. it. But we are all 
Achans by nature, and the Babylo- 
niſh Garment is a bait for our Coye- 
touſneſs, Whileſt therefore we 
ſeek ro take Plunder of this Worlds 
Wardrobe, we let go the Maſtery we 
had formerly of it. And too often, 
that which Chriſts Paſſion . made our 
Captive, our Folly makes our Con- 
qUETOT. 


XI. 


*Camb Read, how-Pope * Pius the fourth 
Brit. in had a great Ship richly laden, 
_ landed at Sandwich in Kcnt, where 
Ken. ;« ſuddenly ſunk, and ſo, with the 
Sands, choaked up the Harbour, that 
ever \ince chat place hath been de- 
| priyed 
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prived of the benefit thereof. - I ſee 
that happineſs doth not always at- 
tend the adventures of his Holineſs. 
Would he had carried awaythis Ship, 
and left us our Harbour, May his Spt- 
ritual Merchandiſe never come more 
into this Iſtand,. but rather {ink in Fi- 
ber,than fail. thus far, bringing ſo ſinall 
good, and ſo grear annoyance. Sure 
he is not ſo happy in- opening the 
doors of Heaven, as he 15S unhappy to 
obſtruct Havens on Earth. 


X1T, 


Effery Arch-Biſhop of Tork , and Guat. 
baſe Son to King Henry the ſecond, zex. 
uſed proudly to proteſt by his Faith, Map- 
and the Royalty of the King bis Father. paug de 
To whom one ſaid,You may ſomcrimes, yuges 
Sir, as well remember what was the bo» C uri ts 
weſty of your Mother, Good men when Jjum, - 
puffed up with pride, for their Leaven- 
ly extraction, and paternal deſcent, 
how they are Gods Sons by Adoption, 
may ſeaſonably call to mind; rhe cor- 
ruption which they carry abour them. 
* [ bave ſaid to the Worm thou art my , 
Mother. And this conſideration will * 79% 
temper their Souls with humility: © *7-*4 = 


X11. 


* Rom: 
2.15 
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XIII. 


ſimplicity of a Native American, 

at by a Spaniard his Maſter with 
a Basket of Figs, 'and a Letter 
( wherein the Figs were mentione( ) 
to carry them both to one of his 
Ma'ters Friends. By the way, this 
Meſſenger eat up the Figs, but de= 
livered the Letter, whereby his deed 
was diſcovered and he ſoundly pu- 
niſhed; Being ſent. a ſecond time 
on the like meſſage, he firſt took the 
Letter ( which he conceived had 
Eyes as well asa Tongue ) and hid it 
in the ground, fitting himſelf on 
the place where he put it ; and then 
ſecurely fell to feed on his Figs, 
preſiming that that paper which ſaw 
nothing could tell nothing. Then 
taking it again out of the Ground, 
he delivered it to his Maſters Friend, 
whereby his fault was perceiv'd,. and 
he worſe beaten than before, Men 
conceive they can manage their ſins 


I Conld but ſigh and ſmile at the 
e 


. with ſecrecy ; bnt they carry abour 


them a Letter, or Book rather; writ= 
ten by Gods Finger, their * Con- 
(cience bearing witneſs to all their 

ations. 
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actions, But ſinners being often de- 
tetted and accuſed, hereby grow 
wary at laſr, and to prevent this 
ſpeaking paper for telling any. Tales, 
do Smother, Stifle and Suppreſs it, 
when they go about the Commit- 
ting of any Wickedneſs. Yet Con- 
ſcience, ( though buried for a time 
in Silence ) hath afterwards a Reſur- 
rection, and diſcovers all- to their 
greater Shame and heavier punilh- 
ment, . 


XIV. 


Ohn Courcy, Earl of Ulſter in Ire- 

land, endeavoured fifteen ſeveral 
times to ſail over thither, and ſo * 4 
often was beaten back again with #4. #- 
bad weather; Atlaſt he expoſtula-btr2. tn * 
ted his Caſe with God in a * Viſion, 4. 
complaining of hard meaſure,. T hat 1204. 
having built and repaired ſo many © Cam- 
Monaſteries to God and h's Saints 4cns 
he ſhould have ſo bad ſucceſs, -It Pritan, 
was anfwered him, That this was-but 797. 
his juſt puniſhment, becauſe he had || £4w- 
formerly: put out rhe Image of the fully 1 
j Trinity. out of the Cathedral preſume 

to apply 


& Popiſh Viſion, to confute « Popiſh practice. 
Church 


56- 


HISTORICAL 


Church of Down, and placed the Pi- 
Eure of $. Patrick, in the room there- 
of,- Surely, God will not hold them, 
guiltleſs, who juſtle him ont of his 
Temple, ani give to Saints that ado- 
ration,due only to his divine Majeſty, 


XV, 


Y He. Zibyans kept: all women in 
common. But.when a child was 

born, they uſed to ſend ir to that 
man to maintain (-as Father thereof ) 
whom the. Infant moſt reſembled in 
his complexion. Satan and my ſinfl 
nature enter-common in my Soul, in 
the.cauſing:of wicked thoughts. The 
Sons by.their faces ſpeak their Sires, 
Proud, wanton, covetous, cnyious, 
idle thoughts, I muſt own to come 
from my ſelf. God forgive me, it is 


vain to-deny it, thoſe children are fo- ' 


like to thei Father. But as for 
ſome hideous horrible thoonghts, ſich; 


'as I ſtartat the motion ofthem, be. 


inz out of the Road of my corrupri- 
of, ( and yet which way will not that 
wander ? ) ſo that they ſmell of Helks 
brimſtone-abour them ; Theſe fall to 
Satans Lot to father them, The. 


 fwarthy_- blackneſs of their com- 


plexion 


p 


| 


, 
' 


| 


| 
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plexion plainly ſhews . who begat 
them ; not being of mine . Extraction, 
but his Injection, 


XVI, 


Arcus Fanlius deſerved ex- 

VI. ceeding. well of the-- Roman 
State, having valiantly defended their 
Capitol.But afterward,falling into dif-- 
favour with the :people, he was con- 
demned to death, However the people 
would not be ſo unthankful, as to ſuf- 
fer kim to be executed in any place, 
from whence rhe Capitol might be 
beheld. For the proſpedt thereof 
prompted them with: freſh . remem- |. 
brance of his former-merits, Atlaſt, ”*** i6, 
they found a low place in the Petiline ©**®* 
Grove,by the River-gate,where no Pi- 
nacle of the Capitol could be percei- 
ved, and there he was put to death, 
We may admire how mencan find in 
their hearts to ſin againſt-God, For 
we can find no one place in the whole . 
World, which is aot mark'd with a 
ſignal CharaQter of his mercy unto ys. 
It was ſaid properly of the. Fews, 
but it isnot untrue of alf Chriſtians ,.,,. 
that they arc Gods Vine-yard. ' And "og 
God fenced jt, and gathered ous the © * 


floues 
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Stones thereof, and planted it with the 
 choiceſt Vine, and built a Tower in the 
middeſt thereof,and alſo digged a Wine- 
preſs therein: Which way can men 
look and not haye their eyes met 
with the remembrance of Gods fa- 
vours unto them > Look about the 
Vineyard; it is fenced.: look without 
it, the ſtones are caſt out 3 look within 
it, it is planted with the choiceſt Fine ; 
look above it, 4. Tower 1s built in the 
' midf} thercof 3 look beneath it, 4 
Wine-preſs 15 digged. It is 1npoſſible 
for one to look any way, and to aroid 
the beholding of Gods Bounty. Un- 
grateful man ! And as there is no 
place, ſo there is no time for us to in, 
without being at that inſtant behol:'en 
to him,” we owe to him that We are, 
even when we are rebellious againſt 


him, 
XVII, 
® Ay- Duel was to be fought by con- 
nal, Hi- ſent of both * Kings, betwixt 


bern, in an Engliſh and a French Lord. The 
Anno aforeſaid Fobn (Conrcy Earl oy 5h 
12045 was choſen Champion for the Eng- 
Cambd, liſh: A man of great ſtomach and 
Brit, ſtrength, bur Iately much weakned 
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PAPPLIICATIONS, 
by long impriſonment : Wherefore 


to prepare himſelf beforehand, the 


King alfowed him what plenty and va- 
riety of meat he was pleaſed to ear. 
But the Monſieur ( who was to en+ 
counter him ) hearing what great 
nantity of Viftuals Courecy did daily 
eyour, and thence colleCting his un- 
uſual trength, out of fear refuſed to 
fight with him. If by the Standard 
of their Cups and meaſure of their 
drinking one might truly infer Souldi- 
ers {trength by rules of proportion, 
moſt vaſt and valiant Atchievements 
may_ juſtly be expedted from ſome 
Gallants of theſe Times, | 


XVIII. 


Have heard that the Brook near 
Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, into 
which the aſhes of the burnt Bones 
of Wickliffe were caſt, never ſince 
doth drown the Meadow abonr it. 
Papiſts expound this to be, becauſe 
God was well pleaſed with the Sacri- 
fice of the Aſhes of ſuch an Heretick., 
Proteſtants aſcribe ir rather to pro- 
ceed from the vertue of the duſt 
of ſuch a reverend Martyr. 1 ſee 'tis 
a caſe for a Friend, Such accidents 
lignitze 
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ſignifie nothing in themſelves, but ac. | vi 
cording to.the pleaſure of interpre. | ij 
ters;-- Give-me-ſach folid Reaſons, | is 
* Ec}. Whereon I-may reſt and rely. * Solo. | as 
10,11, Monſaith, TheWords of the Wiſe are | vi 
; likg Nails faſtned by the ZHaſters of | el 
the Aſſembly. A Nail is firm, and will þ ec 
hold driving in, and wilt hold driven | t 
in. Send me fuxch Arguments. As 
for theſe waxen Topical devices, I 
ſhalbnever think worſe: or bettes- of 


life of cauſe on a day being x6 ſacrifice 
Alex- tothe gods he took both his hands 
ender full of Frankizcenſe,. and caſt jt into 
the the fire » but afterwards, being a man, 
great, he conquered the Country of Fadea, 
( the Fountain, whence ſuch Spices 
did low ) be ſent Zeonidas a preſent 
of five hundred. Talents weight of - 
Fraxnkjincenſe, to ſhew hin how his 
former Prodigality made him thrive 
the better in ſucceſs, and ro adviſt , 
him tobe no more niggardly .in Di- , 
vine 


\ 


any Religion for their ſake, p 

XIX-. . }, 

$ 

"Texander the * Great, whena | ( 

* Plu- Child, was checked by his Go- | 3 
terch yernour LZeonidas, for being over- | | 
in the profuſe in ſpending Perfumes; be- | | 
] 

| 
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vine Service, Thns they that ſow plen- 
tifully = reap plentifully, I ſee there 
isno ſuch way. te have a large heap, 
as to have a large heart. The free gi- 
ving of the branches of our preſent 
eſtate to God, is the readieſt means 
eo have the Root increaſed for the fu» 
ture, 


XX, 


He Poets Fable, that this was 

one of the Labours impoſ.d on 
Hereules, to make clean the Augean 
Stable, or Stall rather. For therein 
( they ſaid ) were kept three thouſand 


File, and it had nor been cleanfed 


for thirty years together, But Hercu- 
les, by letting the River Alpbeus 
into it, did that with eaſe, which be- 
fore was conceived impoſſible, This 
Stall is the pnre Emblem of my 
impure Soul, which hath been de- 
filed with millions of ſins, .for more 
than thirty years together. - Oh that 
I might by a |ively faith,and unfeign- 
el Repentance, let the, ſtream of 
that Fountain into my. Soul, -which 
is opencd for Judah and Jeruſalem. 
Tt is inpoſſible by all my pains ro 
purge out my uncleannefs 3 which 

iS 
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18 quickly done by the Riyulet of the 
Bloud of my Saviour. 


XXI, 


He Yenttians ſhewed the Tre» 
| ſure of their State, being in ma» | 
ny great Coffers, full of Gold and 
Stlver,. to the mp Ambaſſador ; 
But the Anbalador peeping under |. 
the bottom of thoſe Coffers, demand. 
ed whether that rheir Treaſure did 
daily grow, and had' a Root, For 
ſuch ( ſaith he ) my Maſters Treaſure 
bath, meaning both the /ndies. Many 
men have attained to a great height of 
Piety, to be very abundant and rich 
therein, But all theirs is but a Ci- | 
ſtern not Fountain of Grace, only 
Gods goodneſs hath a ſpring of it 
ſelf in it ſelf. | 


XXII, 


He * Sidonian Servants agreed 
» 
Juſt, 'amongſt themſglyes to chuſe 
wry him to be their King, who that morn- |: 
ho 45 ing ſhould firſt ſee the Sun, Whileſt | 
"+ all others were gazing on the Eaſt, 
one alonelook'd on the Weſt ; Some 
admired, more mock'd him, as if he 
look'd 
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he | look'd on the Feet there to find the | 
eyeof the Face, But he firſt of all 
diſcoyered the light of the Sun ſhi- 
ning on the tops of Houſes. God is 
ſeen ſooner, ealier, clearer in his ope- 
ez. | rations, than in his Efſence. Beſt be- 
held by refleCtion in his creatures. For 


1a» 
the inviſible things of him from the . 
4 | Creation of the * World are clearly © Roms 


ler |. ſeen, being underſtood by the things 1.10, 
id. | nhat are made. 


lid 
'O0r XXIITI. 
” N HJtalian Prince, as much Ye- 


of lighted with the Perſon, as 
*þ | grieved with the prodigality of his 
eldeſt Son, commanded his Steward 
to deliver him no more money, but 

what the young Prince ſhould tell 
his own ſelf, The young Gallant 
fretted at his heart, that he muſt 
buy money at ſo dear a rate, as to 
have it for telling it, but, ( becauſe 
4 | therewas no remedy ) he ſet him- 
& | felfto task, and being greatly tired 

J withtellinga ſinall Summ, he brake 
+ + off inthis conſideration: Money may 
, | ſpeedily befpent, but bow tedious and 
» | troubleſome # it to tell it> And by 
» | conſequence, how much more difficult 
j io 
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to get it 2 Men may cominit (in pre. 
ſently, pleaſantly, with mach mirth,in 
a moment.Bur O that they would bur 
ſeriouſly conſider withthemſelves how 
many their offences are, and ſaily fall 
accounting them, And if ſo hard tru- 
ly toſumm their ſins, ſure harder (in- 
cerely to ſorrow for them. If to get 
their number be ſo difficult, what is 
it to get their Pardon ? 


XXIV. 


F Know the your in Cambridge- 
ſhire, * where there was a Crols, 


tenbam, full of Imagery : Some of the Images 


were ſuch, as the people, not foolith- 
ly faCtious, bur judicioufly conſcienti- 
ous took jnſt exception at them +hard 
by, the Yourhs of the Town eredted a 
Mayzpole, and to make it of proof 
againt any that ſhould endeavour to 
cut it down, they armed it with Iron, 


. 25 high as any could reach. A violent 
'Wind hapned to blow it down, which 


falling*on rhe Croſs, -daſhed it to 
preces. Ir is poſſible, what is counted 
prophanefs, may accidentafy correct 
Superſtition:But I could heartily wiſh 
that all pretenders to Reformation, 
would firſt labour to be good them- 


| 
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ſelves, | 
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ſelves, before they go about the mens 
ding of others, 


XXV, 
] Read,. that ./£geu; the Father of 


* Theſeus -hid a ſword and *a pair * Plus, 
of Shooes, under a great ſtone, and i» The- 
left word with his Wife, (whom he left ſexs, 


with child ) that when the Son ſhe 
ſhould bear, was able to take up that 
ſtone, wield that ſword,and wear thoſe 
ihooes, then ſhe thould ſend him to 
him : For by theſe ſigns he would own 
him for his own Son. Chriſt hath left 
in the Cuſtody of. the Church our 
Mother, the ſword of the Spirit, and 
the ſhooes of a Chriſtian converſati- 
on, the ſame which he once wore 
himſelf, and rhey muſt fit our feet, yea, 
and we muſt take up the weight-of 
many heavy crofſes before we can 
come at them ; but whenwe ſhall ap. 
pear before our - heavenly Father, 
bringing theſe Tokens with us, then, 
and not before, he will acknowledge 
us to be no baſtards, but his true born 
children, 


MIXT, 
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HenT look ona Leaden 

\ \ } Bullet, therein I can 
read both Gods Mer- 

cy, and Mans malice : 


Gods Mercy, whoſe Providegace 
foreſeeiug that Men of Lead would 
make inſlruments of cruelty, did 
ive that Metal a Medicinal Vertue : 
As it hurts, ſo it alſo heals ; anda 
Bullet ſent in by Mans hatred into a 
fleſhly, and no vital part, will ( with 
ordinary care and curing ) out of a 
Natural Charity work its own way 
out. But oh ! how deviliſh were thoſe 
men, who, to fruſtrate and defeat his 
Goodneſs, and to countermand the ' 
—_ _ of Lead, firſt found 
the Champing and Impoiſoning of 
Bullets * Fools, who account them- 
ſelves honored with the ſhameful 
Title of being the Inventors of evil 
D * things, 
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X Rom. E things, endeavouring to out-infinite 
- 2.30, 


Gods kindneſs with their cruelty, 
II. 


Haye heard ſome men ( rather 


cauſleſly captious, than judicially | 


critical ) cavil at Grammarians, for 


Calling ſome Conjunttions, Di/- 


juaZive, as if this were a flat con- 


. tradition, Whereas indeed the 


ſame particle may conjoyn words and 
et diſ-joyn the ſence. Bur alas, how 


oF isthe preſent condition of Chri- |; 
Rians, who have a Communion, diſu- | 
#iting the Lords Supper! Ordained | 


by our Saviour to conjoyn our affecti- 
ons, hath dif-joyned our judgment, 


Yea, itis to be feared, leſt our long F. 
quarrels about the manner of bis pre- * 


ſence cauſe the matter of his abſence, 


for our want of Charity to receive © 
him. | 


IIT. 


F Have obſerved, that Children q 


4 when they firſt put on new ſhooes, 


are very curious to keep them clean, | 


ſcarce will they ſet their foor on the 


ground for fear to' dirty the os of | 
cir | 
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their ſhooes. - Yea, rather they will 
wipe the Leather clean with their 
Coats; and yet perchance the next 
day they will trample with the ſame 
ſhooes in the mire up to the Ancles, 
Alas, Childrens play is our earneſt, 
On that day wherein we receive the 
Sacrament, we are often over preciſe, 
ſcrupling to ſay or do thoſe things 
which lawfully we-may. But we, who 
are more than curious that day, are 
not ſo much ascarefil the next. And 
too often, ( what ſhaf I ſay ) goon , Pſa! 
in ſin up tothe Ancles, yea, our ſins ab:4. 


IV. 


Know ſome men very deſirous. to 
ſee the Nevil, becauſe they con- 


F ceive ſuch an Apparition would be a 


Confirmation of their Faith, For 


| then, by the Logick of Oppoſites, 


they would conclude there is a God, 
becauſe there is a Devil. Thus they 
will not believe there is a Heaven, ex- 
cept Hell it ſelf will be depoſed for 
a witneſs thereof, Surely ſuch mens 
wiſhes are vain, and hearts are 
wicked 2 For if they will not believe, 
haying Moſes and the Prophets, and 

D 2 the 
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'as a Devil to fright them, 1f as an 


It were poſſible ) that I might never 
.the day of Judgmenr, where he (hal 


to condemn him, 


Emperors before thoſe in Gold 


MIT XT 
the Apoſtles, they: will not believe; no; 


'if the Devil from Hell appears unto 


them, ſuch Apparitions were never 
ordained by God, as the means off 
faith. Beſides, Satan will never ſhey 


( 


Himſelf, bur ro his own advantage. I | 


Angel of Light toflatter them, how-}' 


ever to hurt them. For my part, I} 
never deſire to ſee him, And O | (iff 


feel himin his Motions and Temptz{' 
tions! I ſay, let me never ſee him, cill}/ 


Rand arraigned at the Bar, and Gods 
Majeſty ſic Judge at the Bench, ready 


V 
+ -* : 


TF Obſerve that Antiquaries, ſich | 
| prizeskill above profit, ( as being 
rather curious than covetous ) do 
prefer the Braſs Coins of the Roma 


and Silver. Becauſe there is much 
falſeneſs and forgery daily deredteds, 
{ and more ſuſpetted ) in Gold: andy 
Silyer Meddals, as being commoniſ\| 
caſt and counterſeited ; ry py | 
oins 
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Coins are preſumed--upon as true and 
ancient 3 becauſe -it will not quit 
coſt for any to counterfeit them plain 
dealing, Lord, whatI want in wealth, 
may 1 have in ſincerity. I care not 
how mean metal my eſtate be of, if 
my ſoul have the true ſtamp really 


| impreſſed with the unfeigned Image 


of the King of Heaven. 


VI. 


+ Ooking on the Chappel of King 

- / Henry the Seventh in Weſtmiaſter 
( God grant I may once again ſee \t, 
with rhe Saint who belongs to it, our 
Sovereign there, in a welkconditioned 
Peace ) I ſay, looking on the out- 
fide of the Chappel, I have much 
admired the curious workmanſhip 
thereof. It added to the wonder, that 
it is ſo ſhadowed with mean houſes, 
well nigh on all ſides, that one may 
almoſt touch it as ſoon as ſee it. Such 
a ſtruture needed no baſe Buildings 
about it,as foils to ſet it off, Rather this 
Chappel may paſs for the emblem of a 
great worthy, living in a private way. 
How 1s he pleaſed with his own obſcu- 
rity, whileit others of leſs deſert, make 
D 3 greater 
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greater ſhew? and whileſt prond 
people ftrerch out their plumes 'in 
oſtentation, heuſerh their vanity for 
his ihelter; more pleaſed to have 
bw apr to have others take notice 
01 1t, 


VII, 


He Mariners at Sea count it the 

ſweeteſt perfame when the Wa- 
terin the Keel of their Ship doth 
{tink, For hence they conclude, -that 
It is but little, and long ſince leaked 
in; but it is woful with them when 
the water is felt before it is ſmelt, as 
freſh flowing in upon them 1n abun- 
dance. It 1s the beſt favour in a 
Chriſtian. Sonl, when his ſins are 
loathſome and offenſive unto him. An 
happy token that there hath not been 
of late in him any inſenſible ſupply 
of hainons offences, becanſe his ſtale 
ſins are till his new and daily for- 
row. 


 VILL. 


Have ſometimes conſidered - in 
whet tronbleſome caſe is that Cham- 
berlain in an !nn, who being but one, 
is 
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is togive attendance to many gueſts, 
For ſuppoſe them all in one Cham- 
ber, yet if one jhall command him to 
come to the Window, and the other 
to the Table, and another to the Bed, 
and another to the Chimney, and ano- 
ther ro come up Stairs, and another 
to godownStairs, and all in the ſame 
inſtant, how would he be diſtrated 
to pleaſe them all. And yet ſuch is the 
ſad condition of my Sonl by Nature ; 
not only a ſeryant, but a ſlave to ſin, 


Pride calls me to the Window; Glut- 
tony tothe Table, Wantonneſs to the * 


Bed, Lazineſs to the Chimney, Am- 
bition commands me to go up Stairs, 
and Covetouſneſs to come down, 
Vices I ſee are as well contrary to 
themſelves, as to Virtue. Free me, 
Lord, from this diſtraCted caſe, fetch 
me from being ſins ſervant to be thine, 
whoſe Service u perfeft freedom, for 
thou art but one and eyer the ſame ; 
and always enjoyns commands agree- 


able torthemſc]yes, thy glory, and my - 


good, 
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IX, 


Have obſerved, that Towns which 

have been caſtuafly burnt have been 

built again more beautifiil than be- 

fore : Mud-walls afterwards made of 

Stone ; and Roofs, formerly but 
thatched, after advanced to be tiled : 
1 Tet. The * Apoſtle tells me, That / 
4-12, muſt not think ſtrange concerning the 
fiery Trial, which # to happen unto me, 

MaylT likewiſe prove improved by it, 

Let my renewed Sonl whith grows 

out of the aſhes of the Old Man, be a 

more firm Fabrick and ſtrong ſtru- 

&ure; $0 ſhall aflition be my advan- 


tage, 
X, 
«Mitt, Ur Saviour ſaith, when thou 
6.3, doſt Alms, let not thy left band 


know what thy right band doth, Yet 

one may generally obſerve, that 
Alms-houſes are commonly buile by 
High-way-ſides;, the ready road to 

« Oltentation. However, far be it from 
me to make ba4 Comments on their 
Bounty: I rather interpret it, that 

they piace thoſe Houſes fo publickly, 
therc- 
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thereby not to gain applauſe, but 
imitation, Yea, let thoſe who will 
plant pious works have the liberty to 
chuſe their own ground, Eſpecially 
in this age, 'wherein we are likely, 
neither in By-ways nor High- ways 
to have any works of mercy, till the 
whole Kingdom be ſpeedily turned in- 
to one great Hoſpital, and Gods cha- 
rity only able to relicre us. 


XI: - 


Ow wrangling & litigions were” 

we In thetime of Peace > How 
many AQtions were created of no- 
thing 2 Suits we had commenced 
about a mouthful of Graſs, or a hand- 
ful of Hay. + Now he. who formerly 
would ſue his Neighbour for Pedibus 
embulando, can beho'd his whole 
Field lying waſte, and. muſt be con- 
rent, Weſee our Goods taken from. 
vs, and dare ſay nothing, not ſo much 


as ſeeking any legal redreſs, becauſe. 


certain not to find it : May we be 
reſtored in due tune to our former 
properties, but not to our former 
peeviſhneſs. And when: Law ſhall be 
again awaked ( or rather reyiyed ) let 

Ds us 
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ns expreſs our thanks to God for fo 
great a gift, by uling it not wan- 
tonly, ( as formerly in vexing our 
Neighbours about trifles ) but lober- 
ly to right our ſelyes in matters of 
moment, 


XII, 


| Lmoſt twenty. years ſince 1 

heard a profane Jeſt, and itil] 
remember it. How many pious pal- 
ſages of far later date have" forgot- 
ten ? It ſeems my ſoul is lizea filthy 
Pond, wherein Fiſh die ſoon, and 
Frogs live long. Lord, raze this pro- 
fane Jeſt out of my memory. Leave 
not. a Letter thereof behind, left 
my Corruption (an apt Scholar ) gueſs 
It out again; and be pleaſed to write 
ſome pious Medication in the place 
thereof, And grant, Lord, that for 
 thetime to come ( becauſe ſuch bad 
Gueſts are ealier kept out ) that I may 
be careful not to admit what I find 
ſodifficult to expel. 


XIIT. 


Perceive there is in the World a 
good Nature, falſly ſo called, a 
being 
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being nothing elſe -but- a facile and- 


flexible Difoſition, Wax for every 
Impreſſion. What others are lo bold 
to beg, they are !o baſhful as not to 
deny. Such Ofters can never make 
Beains to bear ſtreſs in Church an1 
State, Ifth.s be good nature, let me 
always be aClown: If this be. good 
fellowſhip, let me always be a Churl. 
Giye me to ſet a ſturdy Porter before 
my ſoul, who may not equally open 
to every Comer. 1 cannot conceive 


how he can be a Fricnd io any, who is - 


a Friend to all, and the worſt Foe rg 
bimſelf. 


X1V. 
H Ais the interjetion of Laughter, 


Ab is an intcrjeftion of Sorrow. 
The difference betwixt them very 
ſinall, as conſiſting only in the tranſ= 
poſition of what is no ſubſtantial Ler- 
ter, but a bare aſpiration. -How 


quickly in the age of a minute, inthe - 
yery turning of the breath 1s our- - 


Mirth changed into mourning, 


77 


MIXT 


XV. 


Have a great Friend, whom 7 en- 

deavour and dere td pleaſe, bur 
hitherto all in vain: The more I 
ſeek, the further off I ain from findin 
His favour, Whence comes this mi 
carriage > Are not my applications to 
®#4an more frequent than my addrefles 
to my Maker? Do I not love his 
ſiniles more than I fear Heavens 
frowns! Iconfeſs to my ſhame, that 
ſometimes his anger hath grieved me 
more than my ſins. Hereafter, by 
thy aſſiſtance, I will labour to approve 
my ways in Gods preſence ; ſo ſhall 
T ever have, or not need his Friend- 
ſhip, andeither pleaſe him with more 
eaſe, or diſpleaſe him with leſs 
danger. 


XVI. 


TYHis Nation is ſcourged with a 
waſting War, Our ſins were 

ripe ; God could no longer be juſt, if 
. we were proſperous. Bleſſed be his 
Name, that 1 have ſuffered my ſare 
in the Calamities of my Country. 
Had 1 poiſed my (elf fo politickly be- 
$waixe 


[. 


0 > 
* 


- — ——_ 


- — 


= 


CONTEMPLATIONS. 


twixt both parties, that I had ſuffered 
from neither, yet could 1 haye took 
no contentment in my ſafe eſcaping. 
For why ſhould I, equally engaged 
with others in ſinning, be exempted 
above them from the puniſhment ? 
And ſeeing the bitter cup which my 
Brethren have pledged to paſs by me, 
I ſhould fear it would be filled again, 
and returned double for me to drink 
it, Yea, I ſhonld ſuſpet that IT 
were reſerved alone for a greater 
ſhame and ſorrow, It 1s therefore 
ſome comfort 1 draw in the fame 
yoak with my Neighbours, and w.th 
them joyntly bear the burthen, which 
our ſins joyntly brought uponus, 


XVII. 


Hen, in my private Prayers, 

I have been to confefs my 

boſome ſins unto God, I have been 
loth to ſpeak them aloud : Fearing 


_ (though no man could, yet ) that the 


Devil wonld oyer-hear me, and make 
uſe of iny words againſt me. - Tt bei 
probable, that when I have diſco- 
vered the weakeſt pare of my Soul, 
ke would aſaule me there, Yet, 
: lince 
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ſince I have conlidered, that therein 
I ſhall tell Satan no news, which he 
knew not before, Surely, | have not 
managed iny ſecret ſins with ſuch pri- 
vacy, but that he from ſome circum- 
ſtances colleted what they were, 
Though the fire was within, he ſaw 
ſome ſmoak without. Wherefore 
for the fucure I am reſolved to ac- 
knowledge my daring faults, though 
alone, yetaloud : That the Devil, 
who rejoyced in partly knowing of 
my ſins, may be gieved more by 
hearing the expreſſion of my ſorrow, 
As for any advantage he may make 
from my Con'eſſion this comforts 
me. Gods goodneſs in aſſiſting me, 
will be above Satan malice .n aſlault- 
ing me. 


XVII, 


N themid(t of my Morning Pray- 

ers, Ihad a good Meditation, 
which ſince I have forgotten. Thus 
much I remember of it, that it was 
pious in it ſelf, but not proper for 
that time. For it took much from 
my devotion, and added nothing to 
my inſtrution, and my ſoul, not able 


to intend two things at once, abated 
h ol 


he. 
an 
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of irs feryency in praying. Thus 


ſnarching at two Imployments, I held 
neither well. Sure this Mcditation 
came not from him, who is the God 
of Order, he uſeth to faſten all his 


Nails, and not to driveout one with 


another, If the fame Meditation re- 
turn again, when I hareleiſure, and 
room to receiveit, I will ſayit is of 
His ſending, who ſo muſtereth and 
marſhalleth all good ations, that 
like the Souldiers in his Army, men- 
tioned in the * Prophet. They ſhall not 


thruſt one another, they ſhall nor walk ©'*" 


every one in bi own path, 


XIX- 
kf F lor go ſpeedily in any 


ation, Lord, give me to call 
my ſoul to an account. It is a ſhrewd 
ſuſpition that my Bowl runs down- 
hill, becauſe it runs ſo faſt. And, 
Lord, when IT go in an unlawful 
way, ſtart ſome rubs ro ſtop me, 
leſt my foot ſlip or ſtumble. And 
give me the grace to underſtand the 
Language of the lets thou throweſt 
in my way. Thou haſt promiſed 


Feel 
8 


* Twill bedge up thy way. Lord, be * Foſeg 
pleaſed to make the Hedge high e- 2.6, 


nough 


* Pſel. 
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nought, and thick enough, that if I 
be ſo mad, as to adventure to climb 
over it, I may not only ſoundly rake 
my cloaths, but rend my fleſh ; yea, 
let me rather be caught and Rick in 


the Hedge, than breaking in through | 


it, fall on the other ſide into the deep 
ditch of eternal damnation. 


XX., 


Oming haſtily into a-Chamber, 

T had almoſt thrown down a 
Cryſtal Hour-glaſs : Fear, leſt Ihad, 
made me grieve, as if I had broken 
it ; butalas, how much precious time 
havel caſt away, without any regret / 
The Hour-glaſs was but Cryſtal ; 
each Hour a Tearl; that but like to 
be broken, this loſt out-right 3 that 
but caſually, this done-wilfully. A 
better Hour-glaſs might be bought, 
but time once loſt, loſt ever. Thus we 
grieve more for toys than for trea- 
fore. Iord, give me an Hour-glaſs, 
not to be by me, but to be in me. 


Teach me to numbir my * days. An 
Hour-glaſs to turn me, Thas 1 may 
apply my beart 10 wiſdom, 


Xx1, 
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XX! 


V Hen a Child 1 loved to look 
£ on the Pictures in the Book, 
of Martyrs, Ithought that there the 


4 Martyrs at the Stake, ſeemed like the 


three Children in the Fiery * Fur- , 
nace : Ever ſince x had known them 
there, Not one heir more - be Head 
was burnt,nor any ſmell of the fire ſindg- 
ing of their cloaths.. This made me 
think Martyrdom was nothing. But 
oh! though che Zion be painted fiercer 
than be «, the fire is far fiercer than 
it is painted. Thus it is eaſte for one 
to endure an afflition, as he limns it 
out in his own fancy, and repreſents 
it to himſelf, but in a bare ſpeculati- 
on. -But when it is brought indeed, 
and laid home to us, there muſt be a 
Man, yea, there muſt be God to ailiſt 
the Man roundergo it, | 


XX1t. 


Ravelling on the Plain, ( which 
notwithſtanding hath its riſings 

and fallings ) I diſcovered Salubury 
Steeple many miles off; Coming 
to 


Dan, 
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to a declivity, Lloſt the ſight thereof: | 
But climbing up to the next Hill. the 
Steeple grew out of the ground a- 
gain, Yea, Ioftenfound it,and loſt it, 
cill at laſt. 1 came ſafely to it, and 
took my lodging near it- Tt fareth 
thas with us, whileſt we are waifaring 


* Deut. to Heaven, mounted onthe * Piſ- 


14.12, gh top of ſome good Meditation, 


we get a glimpſe of our Celeſtial 
Canaan. But when either on the flat 
of an ordinary temper, or in the fall 
of ſome extraordinary temptation, 
we loſe the view thereof. Thus in the 
ſight of our Soul, Heaven is dicover- 
el, covered, and recovered, till, 
though late, at laſt, though ſlowly, 
farely,-we arrive at the Haven of our 
happineſs. 


XXIIL 
Lord, 


Find my ſelf in the Zaitude of a 

Fevey, 1 am neither well, nor 
ill. Not ſo well, that I have any 
mind to be merry with my Friends, 
nor ſo ill, that my Friends have any 
cauſe to condole with 1e. Tam a 
Probationer in point of my health. As 
I ſhall behave my ſelf, ſo I may 
be either expelled out of it, or ad- 
mitted 
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mitted into it. Lord, let my diſtem= 
per ſtop here, and go no further, 
Shoot not thy .Murthering Pieces 
againſt that Clay-Caſtle, which ſur- 
rendereth it ſelf at thy firſt Summons. 
Ofpare me 4 little, that I may recover 
my ſtrength. 1 beg not to be forgiven, 
but to be forborn my debt to Nature. 
And 1 only do crave time for awhile, 
till I be better ficted and furniſhed to 


Pay it. 
XXIV, 


T ſcemei ſtrange to me, when I 

was told, that Aquz vite (which 
reſtores life to others ) ſhould ic ſelf 
be made of the droppings of dead 
Beer. And that Strong waters (ſhould 
be extracted out of the Dregs( al- 
mo't ) of ſmall-Becr. Snre'ly many 
other excellent ingredients muſt co:t- 
cur, and mach Art muſt be uſed in 
the Niſtiflation, Deſpair not then, 
O my Soul ! No Extraction is int- 
poſſible, where the Chymiſt 15 iu- 
finite, He chat is .AT in AH, cau 
produce any thing out of any thing. 
And he can make my ſoul, which by 
Nature is ſettled on hey * Lees 3; and *» Zeph. 
dead in ſin, to be quickned by my —Y 


ANI XT, tc. 


Infuſion of his Grace, and purified 
mto a pious diſpoſition, 


XX V; 


' T Ow eaſie is Pen and Paper-pic- 

* 2 ty,for one towrite religiouſly ? 
will not ſay it coſts nothing ; bnt it 
ts far cheaper to work ones head, than 
ones heart to goodneſs. Some per- 
chance may gueſs me to be good by 
my writings, and ſo I ſhall deceive 
my Reader. But if I donot deſire to 
be good, I moſt of all deceive my ſelf. 
I can make” an handved Meditations 
ſooner than ſubdue the leaſt ſin in my 
foul, Yea, I was once in the mind 
never to write more ; for fear leſt my 
writings at the laſt day prove Re- 
cords againſt me. And yet,why ihould 
I not write? that by reading iny own 
Book, the: diſproportion betwixe my 
lines and my life, may make me bluſh 
= ſelf ( if not into goodnels ) into 
$ badneſs than I would do other- 
wiſe. That ſo my writings may con- 
demn me, and makeme to condemn 
my felf, that ſo God may be moyed to 


acquit me, 
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TO THE 
Chriſtian Reader. 


17 Tread the Deſcription 
.V'Y' of the Tumalt in Epheſus, 
AQs 9. 32. (wherein they wonld 
have their Diana to be Jure Di- 
vino, that it fell down from 7#- 
piter -) it appears to me the too 
Methoaical charatter of onr pre- 
ſent confuſsons. Some therefore 
cried one thing, and ſome ano- 
ther, for the.aſſembly was con- 
fuſed, ard the more part knew ' 
not wherefore they were come 
together. O the Diſtrattions of 
our eAge ! And how many thou- 
ſands know as little why the 
Sword was arawn, as when it 
will be ſheathed? Inaeea, (thanks 
be toGod) we have no more hou/e- 
burnings, but many heart-burn- 
ings, and thongh outward bleed- 
ing be ſtanched, it ws tobe feared 
| du that 


To the Reader: 


that the broketi vein bleed? in 
wards, which is more dangerous, 

This beixfy! our fad: condition, 
Tperceive controverfal Writings 
( ſanding ſorhewhat of Drums 


and Trumpets ) do but make the 


wonnd the wider. CMaditationt 
ard liks the Minſtrel the Propher 
called for, to pacifie. his mind 
aiſcompeſed with paſſion, which 
moved me fo advenrure-0n this 
Treatiſe;as the moſt innocent and 
ineffen eve manner of writing. 

1 confeſs, a Volume of another 
Sabjelt, and a larger Size it ex- 
ea from me. But in London 
IThave learnt the difference be- 
rwixt down-right breaking; 4nd 
craving time of their Creditors, 
CMany ſufficient Merchants, 
though net Solvable for the 
preſent, make uſe of the latter, 
whoſe example I follow. eAnd 
though. I cannot pay the Princi- 
pat; Jer. 1 deſire ſuch ſmall 
| | Treatiſer 


— 
” 


hd 


——— 


{ 


To the Reader. 


Theatiſes may be accepted from 
me, 45 Intereſt or conſideration- 


mony, #ntil I ſhall, God willing, 
be enabled to diſcharge the whole 
Debt, 

If any wonder that thisT reatiſe 
comes Pazron-leſs into theWorla, 
lat ſuch know, that Dedications 
eg now adays to grow out of 


faſhion. His Policy was commen- 


ded by many ( and proved 
ako cv Arr } e's a 
of ſeleft Godfather s made all the 
Congregation Witneſſes 10 his 
Child, as 1 imuite 4he World to 
this my Book, requeſting each one 
world. patroniſe therein ſuch 
parts & paſſages thereof,as pleaſe 
them, ſo hopmg, that by ſeveral 
perſons the whole wil be protetted, 
[ have, Chriſtian Reader, (/o 
far I dare go, nit inquiring into. - 
thy Sir-name,of thy Side.or Set) 
nothing more to burthen thy Pa- 
tience with, Only Twill ada, that 
A 4 . * 20 


Fog 


To the Reader; | 


I find our Saviour my Tertullian 


and ancient Latine Fathers; con- 
ftanthy fliled a * Sequeſtrator 
1» the proper notion of the Word, 
For God and Man being at odds, 
the difference was ſequeſtred or 
referr'd into Chriſt his hand to 
end and umpire it. How it fareth 
with thine Eftate on Earth, 1 


know not, but 1 earneſtly deſire, 
that in Heaven both thou and 1 
may ever be unger Sequeſtration 
in that Mediator for Gods glory 
and our good, to whoſe protettion 
on art. committed by 


Thy Brother in all 
Chriſtian Offices, 


, Tro, FulLer, 


P ER- 


| 


SECSZ HRC ALSEK 
PERSONAL 
MEDITATIONS: 


T.. 
Curioſity curbed. 


Ften have I thonghe 
with my ſelf, what Dif: 
eaſe 1 would be beſt 
contented to die of. 
None pleaſe me. The 

Stone; the Colick, terrible, as expe- 

Qed, incolerable, when felt, The Pal- 

fie is death befare death, The. Con- 

ſumption a flattering. diſeaſe, cozen- 

Ing men anto hope of.long Life at-the 

laſt gaſp. Some lickneſſes beſot, others 

enrage men; ſome are too {wift, and. 
others too ſlow. 

-If 1 could as eaſily decline iſ. 
eaſes, as- I could diſlike them, 1 
ſhonld be immortal. But away with 
theſe thoughts. 08 Markynuſt not- - 

: ; AS 


chuſe 
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chaſe what Arrow ſhall. be ſhot - 


againftit., What God ſends I muſt 
receive, May I not be ſocurious to 
know what weapon ſhall wound me, 
as careſa} to > x the plaiſter of 
Patience againft-it, Only thus much 
in general: commonly that ſickneſs 
ſeizeth on men, which they leaſt ſuſ- 
ped. He that .expetts to be drown'd 
with a Dropſie, may be burnt with a 
Fever ; and ſhe that fears to be ſwoln 
with a Tympezy may be jhrivelied with 
2 Conſumption. 


II; 


Deceiv'd, not burt- 


| 22 bark Paſng-bet, T prayed 
ops PRES might nw, 
through Chriſt, a aſt Yoyage to his 
long bome, Afﬀterward#1 rfiond 
that the party was- dead ſome hours 
before; and it ſeems in ſome places 
of London rhe Tolling of the Bell is 
but a Preface of oonrſe to the ring- 
ing it out... 

Bells bettey ſilent than thus tel 
lies. what is 1his, bus. gluing efate 
Alarm to mens Devotions, to make 
vhem.to- be ready armed mith their 
Projers 
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Prayers for the affiſlance of ſuch, who 
bave m__ fol pew how hght, 
yes,: and gotten rhe Conqueſt ?: Not to 
ſay _ mens Charity berein may be 
ufheZed of ſuperſiirion-in praying for 
JaifeFedof ſuperſ _projing fe 
However my beart thus poured out, 
was n0t iÞilt on the ground. My prayers 
$00 late to do bim good, came ſoon 
enongh ro feck my good will. What / 
freely zendered, . God fairly took,, ac- 
cording to the integrity of my intention, 
The party, 1 hope, ts in Abraham's, and 
my prayers I am ſure, '«rc returned into * 
my-own boſom, 


ITE. 


Nor ful, nor fling. 


* Iving in a Country Village, 

_# Where a Burial was ararity, [ 
never thought of Death, it was ſo ſel- 
dom preſented unto me, Comingto 
London, where there is plenty of fune- 
rals, ( ſo that Coffins crowd one ano- 
ther,and Corps in the grave juſtle for 
elbow room ) I. ſlight and . neglect 
Death, becauſe grown- an object ſa 
conſtant; and: common. - 

How foul-is my ſcomach to my 

a 
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all food into bad humours? Funerals 
neither few. nor frequent, work effe. 
eally upon me.  Zondon is a Libra- 
ry of Mortality. Volumes of all ſorts 
and ([izes,rich, poor, infants, children, 
yotith, men, old men, daily ye ; I ſee 
there is more required tomake a good 
Scholar, than only the having of many 
Books: Lord, be thou my .Schoolma- 
fter, and 1each me to number my days, 
_ I may apply my bears unto Wiſ- 
on. 


IVc. 
Strange and True. 
] ae in the * Revelation of a 


Beaſt, .one of .who'e Heads was a5 
it were wounded to Death, 1 expect- 


ed inthe next verſe, that the Bealſt- 


fhonmd dic, as the moſt probable con- 
ſequence : conſidering, 


I.It was not a ſcratch, but a wound. -. 


2. Not a wound in a fleſhly part, or 
out Limbs of the Body,but in the very 
Head, the Throne of Reaſon. 


3. No light wound but in ontward . 


Apparitiqn, ( having no other probe 


but S. Fobns Eyes to ſearch it } it ſeem- . 


ed deadly... 
But 


— 


——— ſl rw 
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But mark what:immediately follows, 
and bs deadly wound was bealed: Who 
would have ſuſpected + this inference 


.from theſe premiſes > But is not this 
_ the lively Emblem of my natural cor- 


ruption> Sometimes, I conceive, 
that by Gods Grace have conquered 
and killed, ſubdued and lain, maim'd 
and mortified the-deeds-of the fleſb : 
never more ſhall-I be moleſted of buf- 
feted with ſuch a- boſom ſin : -when- 
alas ! | by the next return the newsis; 
it-4s revived and recovered. Thus Ten- 
ches, though grievouſly gaſhed, pre-- 
ſcatly -plaiſter themſelves whole by 
that ſimy-and-un&ous humour they 


have in them ; -and- thus the inherent - 
Baifam of Badneſs quickly cures my- 
corruption, not a ſcar to be ſeen. I 


perceive, I ſhall never finally killit ; 
till firſt I be dead my ſelf, 


V. 
Bluſhing to be bluſted for. - 


= Perſon-of great- Quality was 
A pleaſed to lodge a Nighe in my- - 
Houſe, 1 durſt not invite him to my - 


Family-Prayer, and + therefore- for - 


that 


F- 


PERSONAL 
that time omittedit : thereby making 
a breach in a good cuſton ; and giving 
Satan advantage to affault it, Yea, 
the looſening of ſuch a Link might 
have endangered the ſcattering of the 
Chain. 

Bold Baſhfulneſs, which 'durſt 
offend God, whileſt it did fear Man, 
Eſpecially conſidering, that though 
my Gueſt was never !o high, yet by 
the Laws of Hoſpitality, I was above 
him, whileſt he was under my Roof. 
Hereafter whoſoever cometh within 
the doors, ſhall be requeſted to come 
within the diſcipline of my Houſe; if 
_—_ my homely diet, he will not 
refuſe my home devotion, and ſitting 
atmy Table,will be intreated to kneel! 
down by it. 


Vo -- 
A Laſb for Lazineſs. 
0 my ſloth, that -have de- 


ferred'ny Night prayer, till lam 
inbed. This -lying- along is an im- 


proper poſture for Piety. Indecd - 


there is no contrivance of our body, 
but fome good-man in Scripture hath 
hanſeledit - with Prayer, The Pub- 


lican - . 


MEDITATIONS. 2 


lieen ſtanding, Fob * ſitting, Feze- « 
kiab lying on his bed, || Eliah with 'J oo 
his face bezmeen bis legs.. But of all y ' Ki 
geſtures. give me S. Parels:. * For this 13.45. 
cauſe I bora my knees t0 the. Father of . Epheſ 
my Lord Fefus Chrifl. Knees, when. , 4 ; 
they may, then they. muſt be. bend. ** © 
5 


I have read a Copy of a- Grant of 

Liberty, from Queen Maury to Henyy 

cliff Bart of Suffox, giving him: 
* leave 20 wear 4. Night-Cap or Coif | 
in bey _Mjeſdies preſence, counted a Vee- 
great fayour, becanſe of his infirmity, 75 
1 know, in caſe of neceffity, God would J**- 
graciouſly accept my devotion, bound ©40%.f+ - 
down in 4 ſick drefng - bot now ©3-- 
whileſt I am-in perfeCt health ;it is in« | 
excuſable. Chriſt commanded ſome 
to take up their bed, in token of their 
full recovery 3 My lazineſs may ſuf- - 
pett, leſr thus my bed raking me up, 
prove a preſage of my enſuing ſick- 
neſs. But may God pardon my 
idleneſs this once, T will not again - 
offend in the ſame kind by hisgrace - 
hercafter« 


' it were 4 


* Mat, 
x8, 


PERSONAL - 
VII. 
Root, Branch, and Fruit, - 


Poor man of Sevil in Spain, b4- 

*k. ving 4 fair and irate Pears 
trce, one of tbe Fathers of the !nquili- 
tion. deſired ( ſuch Tyrants Requeſts 
are. ((ommands ) ſome of thefruit there- 
of. The poor man, not out of glad- 


neſs to mo but fear to 45 if 
m 


for him to bave better 
fruit than bu bcnters ( ſufpeting on 
bs denial the Tree might be made bis 
own Rod, if not bis Gallows ) pluck- 
ed upTree,. Roots and-all, and geve it 
unto bim. 


. Allred with love to God, and ad-. 


viſed by mine own advantage, -wiat he 
was:ſyighted 20 do, 1will. freely per. 


form... God calleth on me to-preſent. 
bim with * fruits meet for repentance, . 


res, let -him take all,.. ſoul and body, 
powers and » faculties and mem- 


bers, 0 1 offer. a ſacrifice unto. 
himſelf. Good reaſon, for indeed.the - 


Tree was bis before it was mine, and 1 

give him ofhis own. 
Beſides, it was doubtful, whether 
the poor mans- material Tree, being xe- 
moves, 


LOS ens, Gam. Soon: Men. @ tim am. ans ach 


AMEDITATPFONS. 
moved,would grow agtin. Some Plants 
traniÞplanted ( — when old ) 
become ſullen, and do not enjoy them- 
ſelves in a (oil mherewith they were un- 
acquainted, but ſure 1 am, when 1 have 
given my ſelf 19 God, the moving of my 
ſoul fhall bud, be mending of it, be will 
ſo dreſs, aigery and vg.Swigey, ſ0 prune Fobn 
and purge me, . that 1 ſhall bring forth.) 5.1» 
moſt fruis in my Ae. , 


Vin, 
God feed the Plough, 


Saw in ſeedvstime an: Hubandman 
at Plough in a very _—_ day, 
y he 


asking.. him ' the . reaſon, w 
would-not rather leave off, than la- 
bour in ſuch Foul weather, his anſwer 
was returned me in their Country 
* Rythm:; 

Sow Beans in the Mud, 

And they'l come up likg a Wood. 

This could not but mind me of 
David's expreſſion, They that ſow in 
tears ſhall reap in joy He that goeth Pſal, 
forth and , - bearing precious 126.56 


[ þ ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with 


rejajcing, bringing - bis ſheaves. with 
in, i; 
Theſe 


zo. P BASON AZ 

Theſe:.laſt five years haye been 2+ 
wet and-woful Sceds-rtime to: me, and. 
many of my-afflicted Bretbren. Little. 
hope have we,as:yet,to come again to | 
our own Aomes; and in a literal 
ſence, now to bring our ſheaves, which - 
we ſce others daily to carry away on 
their ſhoulders. But if we ſhall not 
ſhare in the ror latter Harveſt 
here on Earth, the third and: laſt in 
Heaven, . we hope utridoubtedly to re« 


CCIVE... 
EX.. 
Cras, Cras; 


Reat was the abundance and 
boldneſs.ofthe Frogs in * E- 
apt, which went up and came into their 
Bed-chambers, and beds, and kneadivg- 
troughs, aud very Ovens. Strange that 
thoſe Fen-dwellers ſhonld approch the 
w Region; but ſtranger, that Pha- 
ra0b ſhould beſo backward to have 
them removed, and being demanded of 
E Moſes, when he would have them ſent 
Exod, away, anſwered to * Morrow, He could +. 

| 8.18, he coment with their company one 
Night, at bed and at board, loth, be- 

like, to acknowledge either oy ju- 

rzcc 


: _ G 
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MEDITATIONS. 


Rice in ſending, . or power in remand- 
ing them, but RilEhoping that they 
cafually- came, and might caſually 
depart. 

- Leave I any longer to wonder at 
Pharaoh, and ever admiredt my (elf, 
What are my fins? but ſo many Toade, 
ſpitting of yenome, and ſpawning of 
Poiſon, croaking in my judgment, 
creeping into my will, and crawling 
into my affeftions. This- I ſee, and 
ſuffer,and ſay with Phareob,to Hors 
#0w, to morrow [ will amend. Thus 
as the Hobrew Tongue bath no proper 
Preſent tenſe, but two Future tenſes, 
fo all the performances of my refor- 
mation are only in promiſes for the 
timeto come. Grant, Lord, that I 
may ſeaſonably drown this Phargob- 
lite procraſtination: in the Sea of re- 
pencance, leſt it.drown une in the Pit 
of Perdition, 


"2 | 


12 


PERSONAL): 
doo 
Green when Grey, .. 


N September ſaw a Tree bearing 
| Koſes, whileſt others of the ſame 


kind, round about it, were*barren; . 


demanding the cauſe of the Gardener, 
why that Tree was an exception from 
therule of the reſt, this reafon was 
rendered ?--becauſe .that alone, being 
clips cloſein May,was then hindred to 
ſ pring and ſprout$ and therefore took 
t 

STutumn. | 


-*. Zord, If I'were curb'd and ſnipp'd 


in my younger years by ſear of my pa- 
rents, from thoſe yicious excreſcen- 
cies, to which "that age was ſubject, 


giveme to have a godly- jealouſie over 


my heart, ſuſpetting an Autumn- 
Spring, leſt corrupt nature, ( which, 
without thy reſtraining Grace, will 
have a Yen ) break forth in my redu- 
ced years into youthful yanity, 


XI, 


is 'advantage by is ſelf, to-bud in +| 


0 
 Y 
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2'Nt. 
i: Miſerere. 


"T"Here-goes a Tradition of Ovid, 

| % that famous*Poct, ( receiving 

| ſome countenance from his own con- 

feſſjon ).* that when his Father was * Pe 
about to beat him, for following the #riſti- 

| cafant, but profitleſs ſtudy of Poetry, 91s lib. 
e under correftion promiſed his Fg- 2- 

they, never co make a Yerſe, and made Eleg.1o 

| aFerſe in his'yery Promiſe. Proba- 

| bly the ſame in {:nſe but certainly 

; more elegant for compoſure, than 

this Verſe, which common credulity 

hath taken up. 


Parce precor, Genitor, poſthac nou 
ver ſi6cabo. 
Father on-me pity take, 

 ' Yerſes 1 nomore will makg. 


When I fo ſolemnly. promiſe my 
Heavenly Father to ſin no more, I ſin 
in my very promiſe, my weak prayers, 
made to procure iny pardon, increaſe 
| my. guiltmeſs, O the dulneſs and 
deadneſs of my heart therein! I ſay * gygg, 
my prayers as the * Fems cat the ; 2,11, 


Paſſe- 


PBEISONAL 
'Paſſover in haſte. And whereas in 
- bodily Actions matian is the cauſe of 
. heat 3 cleancontrary, the more ſpeed 
I make in my. Prayers, the colder I 
. amin- my Nevotion, 
| ;XiIL | 
<HMonerchy and .Alercy. 
JIN reading the Apman (-whilell 
1 under Conſuls ) and Belgick, Hijto- 
ry ofthe Vaited Pravinces,l rc 6 ypnan 
not any capital offender” being ecar- 
demned, ever forgiven, but always 
after Sentence, follows Fxecusion. jt 
fcoms, that the very conſtitution of 2 
mnlcitude, is not ſo inclinable to ſave, 
as to deſtroy, Such Rulers, in Ari- 
ſtocracies or Popular States cannot fo 
properly be called Gods; becauſe, 
though having the great Aitributes 
of a Deivy, Power, and. Fuflice, they 
want ( or will not uſe ) the moſt God- 
like property - of Gods tlemency to 
forgive 


May I Die in that Government, 11n- 
der which I was Born, wherea 4 
werch doth command. Kings, where 
they ſee cauſe, have graciouſly gran- 
ted Pardons to- men -appginted to 

| death ; 


Se SE BE a LEE WE Þ # * 
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5 Das. 
nt Jer ——_ 9. 9. 

ſo & codehanemyle ,a3 Not to: need ny 

reigns fayour in this kind, yet 


ery nane -can . warrant his inno- 
 cency inall things, it is comfortable 


living in ſuch a Common-wealth, 
where pardons heretofore onoccaſion 
have been, and hereafter may be pro- 


cured, 


XU. 
what belps not, hurts, 


A Vain thought aroſe in myheart, 
inſtantly my corruption retains 
it ſelf to be the Shvocge for ic, plead- 
ing that the worſt, that could be ſaid 
it, wasthis,: that it was a v4in 


And is not-this the beſt that can be 

laid for it > Remeniber O my ſoul,the 

* Fig tree: was charged, not with #* zyte 
dearing noxious but no Friis. Yea, the 13,7, 
eee bare the Fruis of An- 


'barren Fi 
-moy ance, Cur it down,why cumbereth it 


ground > vaiv thoughts do this ill 


inmy heart, that they do no good. 


ves the Figwey Saree bas 


76 


* Plu- 
24rchs 


lives in 
Theſeo, 


- for their Children, Yea, their eſca- 


» PERSONAL 


one-part.of the Gardey, good Grapes 
might grow,at the ſame time, in other 


. Places of the Yinqard.. But ſeeing 


my ſoul is ſo intent on its object, that 
it cannot-attend - two- things at once, 
one Tree, for the time being, is all my 
Vineyard. A. vain thought engroileth 
all the-ground of my heart; ill that be 
rooted out, no good meditation can 
grow with it or-by it, 


XlLV. 
Always ſeen never minded. 


N the moſt healthful times, two 

-hundred and upwards, was the con- 
itant weekly tribate payed to. FHorta- 
lity in Zondon. A large Bill but it muſt 
be diſcharged. Can one City ſpend 
according to this weekly rate, and not 
be Bankrupt of People? at leaſtwile, 
muſt not my ſhos be called for, to make 
up the pray 2 

When only ſeven young men, and 
thoſe choſen * by Lot, were but year- 


ly taken out of Athens, to be devour- 


ed by the Monſter Finoraur, the 


whole City was in a conſtant fright, - 


Children for themſelves and Parents 
pug 
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ing of the firſt was but an introduftion 
to the next years Lottery. 

Were the Dwellers and Lodgers in 
London weekly to-caſt Lots, who 
ſhould make up this two hundred, how 
would every one be affrighted > Now 
none regard it. My ſecurity con- 
cludes the aforeſaid number will a- 
mount of Infants and Old-folk, Few 
men of middle age and amongſt them 
ſurely not my ſelf, But oh! Ts not 
this putting the evil day far from me, 
the ready way to bring it the nea- 
reſt ro me ? The LI ot is weekly drawn 
( though not by me ) for me, I am 
therefore concerned ſeriouſly to pro- 
vide, leſt that deaths prize prove'my 
blank, 


XV, 
Not whence, but whiter. 


Inding a bad thought in my heart, 
I diſputed in my ſelf the cauſe 
thereof, whether it proceeded from 
the Devil or my own corruption, ex- 
amining it by thoſe Signs, Divines in 
this caſe recommended. 
1, Whether it came in incohe- 
v2 rently 


. If 


PERSONAL 


rently, or by dependance onſoine ob- 
ject preſented to my ſenſes. 

" 2» Whether the thought was at full 

age as the Ry or,:infant-like, 

grew greater Dy Gegrees. 

3. Whether out or in the Road of 
my natural inclination. 

But hath not this inquiry more of 
Curioſity than: Religion > Hereafter 
derive nor whe Pedigree, but make the 
«AMinimus of ſuch MalefaFors. Sup- 
pole a Confederacy berwixt Thieves 
without and falſe Servants. within, to 
aaultand wound the. Maſter of a Fa- 
mily : thus wounded. would he diſcuſs, 
from which of them his hurts pro- 
ceeded > No ſurely, but ſpeedily ſend 
for a Chirurgion, before he blced to 
death. I will no more put it to the 
Lueſiion, whence: my bad thoughts 
come, but whicher I ſhall ſend them, 
left this curious controyerſie inſen- 
> bezray me into a conſent unto 


XVI. 
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XVI. 
Storm, ſicer on. 


He .JHariners ſailing with 
S. Paul, bare up bravely againſt 
the Teinpeſt, whitleſt cither Art or 
Induſtry could befriend them. Finding 
both to fail, and that they could not 
any longer bear up into the wind, * 49s 
* they even let their = drive. 1 27.15. 
haveendeavoured jn theſe diſtempe- 
rate Times, to hold up my ſpirits, and 
to ſteer them ſeddily. An happy 
Peace here, was the Port whereat I 
deſired to arrive. Now, alas, the 
Storm grows too ſturdy for the Pilot, 
Hereafter all the skill 1 will uſe, is no 
Skill at al, but even let my Ship ſail 
whither the Winds ſend it. - _-* 
Noahs Ark was bound foy no other 
Port, but preſervation for the pre» 
ſent, ( that Ship being all the Zar- 
bour ) not intending to find Land, 
but to float on Water. May wy Soul, 
{ though not ſajlingto the delired Ha+ 
ven ) only be kept from ſinking in : 
ſorrow. 
This comforts me, that the moſt 
weather-beaten Veſſel cannot pro- 
*Bz perly 
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perly be ſeized on for a Wrack,, which 
hath any quick Cattle remaining 
therein. My ſpirits are not as yet 
forfeited to deſpair, having one lively 
ſpark of hope in my heart, becauſe 
God & cven where be was before, 


XVII, 


Wit out-witted. 


Þ Scripture by his name, well known 
r his wiſdom, ) for not killing Ab- 
ſalom, when he ſaw him hanged in 
the Tree,promiſing him for his pains, 
ten ſhekels and a girdle, 

But the nan, ( having the Kings 
command to the contrary, ) refuſed 
his proffer. Well he knew, that po- 
litick States-men w&#uld have dange- 
rous deſigns fercht* out of the fire, 
but with other mens fingers. His 
Girdle promiſed, might in payment, 
prove an Haltcy, Yea, che added 
moreover, that had he kilFd Abſalom, 
Joab bimſelſ * would have ſet bimſclf 
againſt bim. 

Satan daily ſolicits me to ſin (point- 
blank againſt Gods Word, ) baiting me 
with profers beſt pleaſing my cor- 

ruption, 


J's chid the man, ( unknown in 


* 254m. 
18.13, 


* Wes 9. & i. «a my 
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ruption. If I conſent, he, who laſt 
tempted, firft * accuſeth me. The * Kevel, 
fawning Spaniel, turns a fierce Lion, 12,10, 
and roareth out my faults in the Ears 
of Heaven, Grant, Lord, when $2 
$41 ſhall next ſerve me, as Foab did 
this nameleſs Jſraclite, I may ſerve 
him, as the nameleſs "Nyaclite did 
oY flatly refuſing his deceitful 
enders, 


XVIII, 
Hereafter. 


vid fafted and prayed for his 
[) ſick png that his life might be 
prolonged, Burt when he was dead, 
. this conſuderatios comforted him. 7, 
ſhall * go to bim, But ke ſhall not re- * 54. 
txrn 10 me. ' 13.23, 
Peace did long lie lenguiſhing in 
-_ Zand, No finall mo ace 
that tomy poor power, TIhave prayc 
and preached for the preſervation 
thereof. Seeing, ſince it is departed, 
this ſupports my Soul, having little 
hope that Pegce bereſhould return to 
me, I have ſome aſſtrance that 1 ſhall 
go to Peace hereaſter, 


'Bg XEX, 


PERSONAL 
XIX. 
Bad at beſt. 
L ORD how come wicked thoughts 
en 


ro perplex me in my Prayers, ': 
1 defire and endeayonr only to 


attend thy Service? Now I perceive 


the cauſe thereof, at other times I 
have willingly entertained them, and 
now they entertain themſelves againſt 
my will. I acknowledge thy Juſtice, 
that what formerly 1 have invited, 
now I cannot expel, Give me 
hereafter always to bolt ont ſuch 
W Gueſts. The beſt way to berid 
of ſuch- bad thoughts in my Projers, 
1s, Not to receiye them our of wy 
Prayers. 


þ.4 
Compendium difpeadium. 

Ope Boniface the ninth, at the 
P end of SS ms, ap- 
pointed a Fubilce at- Rome, wherein 
people, bringing themſelves, an! 
” emi thither, had Pardon for their 
16, 


Bus 
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But Centenary Tears returned but 


ſeldom. Popes were old before, and - 


covetous when they came t» their 
Place, Few had the happineſs to 


fill their (offers with Fubilee Coin. 4 


Hereupon, *- (lement the ſixth re- 
duced it to every three and thirtieth. 
Paul the ſecond, and Sixtus the 
fourth to every twenty fiſth 
year, 
Yea, an Agitation is reported in 
the Conclave, to bring down Fubilees 
to fifteen, twelve, or ten years, had 
no: ſome Cardinals (whoſe policy was 
above their -coyetouſneſs ) oppoſed 


it, 

I ſerve my Prayers, as they their 
Fubilees. 1 erchance they may ex- 
tend toa quarter of an honur, when 
poured out at large, But ſome days 
I begrutch this time, as too much, aud 
omir the Preface of my Prayer, with 
ſome paſſages conceived Teſs mate- 
rial, and run two or three Petitions 
into one, ſo contratting chem to belf 
4 quarter of an bour. . 

Not long after, this alſo ſeems 
too. long, 1 decontra and abridge 
the Abridgment of my Prayers, Yea, 
( be it confeſſed to my ſhame and 


forrow, that hereafter I may amend. 
PY - 


B 4 it }) 
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Exa- 


£01, Tri- 
dent.p. 

746, 
colum.n 
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it ) too often I ſhrink my prayers to a 
minute, to a moment, to a Zord bave 
METE) upon me. 


ee 


—_ 
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SEZCSESE SHEET 
SCRIPTURE 
OBSERVATIONS. 


I. 
Prayer may Preach, 
\Ather, 1 thank thee (ſaid 


our * Saviour, being rea- * Foby 
dy to raiſe Lazarus ) that 12.41, 
thou haſt beard me. And 

I know, that thou bearcſt 

me always, but Llecauſe of the Peop 

that fland by, 1 ſaid it, that they may 
believe that thou baſt ſeyt me. It is 
lawful for Miniſters in their publick 
Prayers, to inſert paſſages for the 
Edifying of their Auditors, at the 

ſame rune petitioning God, and in» 
forming their Hearers. For onr 
Stviour, glancing his Eyes at the 
Peoples Inftruftion, did no whit hin- 

der the ſtedfaſtneſs of his looks, lifted 

up to his Father. 

"By Whea 


36 SCRIPTURE 


When before Sermon I pray for 
my Sovereign and Maſter, King 0 
Great Britain, France, and. Ircland; 
Defender of the Faith, in all Cauſes, 
and over all Perſons, £5c. Some (-who 
omir it themſelves) may cenſure it 
wn me for ſiperfluons ; But never 
more need to teach men the Kings 
Title, and their: own duty,. that the 
ſimple, may be informed, the forget- 
ful. remembred: thereof, and that 


the affetedly ignorant, who will not - 


take Advice, may have. all Excuſe 
taken from them. Wherefore; in 
pouring forth my prayers. to God, 
well may I therein ſprinkle ſome by- 


drops, for the Inftruftion of the.- 


People. 
II. 
The Vicious Mean. 


. / tioneth a ſort-of men. in- 


Zan the .Naamatbite, men-. 
W 


e mouths wickedneſs . 5s: ſweet, 

* Fob. * They bide- it under their tongues, 
30, 12, they fpare it and forſake it not,but ke 
it fill in their months. This furniſhe 


me-with a Tripartite diviſion. of men - 


in the World. 
0 The 


p— 


.. 


OBSERVATION 5.” 
The firſt and beſt are thoſe,” who 
ſpitſin out, loathing it in their judg- 
ments, and leaving i in«heir practice, 
The ſecond fort notoriouſly wick- 
ed, -who ſwallow ſin down, - actually, 


.. and openly commit it, - 


The third, endeavouring an expe- 
dicut betwixt Heaven and Hell, nei- 
ther do,nor deny their Lufts ;- neither 
ſpitting them out, nor ſwallowing 
them down,but rolling them wndey thety 
tongues, epicurizing thereon, 1n their 
filthy fancies, and obſcene ſpeculati- 
ons; 

If God at the laſt day of Judgment 
hath three hands, a right for the 
Sheep,a left for the Goats,the middle 
is moſt proper for thoſe third fort of 
men. But both theſe latter kinds of 


ſinners ſhatl-be confounded together. 


The rather becanſe- a fin thns rolled 
becomes ſo - foft and ſupple, and the 
Throat is ſo {hortand flippery a paſ- 


ſage, that inſenſibly it may fl de down - 


from the mouth 1nto the ſtomach, and 
contemplative wantonneſs quickly 
turns into prattical uncleanneſs, - 


Il, 
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II. 
Store m0 Sore. 


JT 0b had a cuſtom to offer burnt-of- 
ferings according to the number 
of his Sons, * for he ſaid, 1s may be 
that my Sons,in their ſeaſting, bave ſin- 
wed, and curſed God in their hearts. 
It maybe, not it muſ} be, he was nor 
certain, but ſuſpeRted. it. But now, 
what if his Sons had not ſinned > 
Was Fob's labour loſt, and his Sacri- 
_ none effect ? wy --s r on] 
cir property was altered ; Incaſe 
thai faulty, his Sacri- 
fices for them were propitiatory, and 
through Chriſt obtained their par- 
don : In caſe they were innocent, . h:s 
Offerings were Enchariſtical, return- 
ing thanks to Gods reitraining grace, 
for keeping his Sons from ſuch ſins, 
which otherwiſe they would have 
committed, - 

I ſee, in all doubtful matters of De+ 
vorion, it is wiſeſt to be on the ſb- 
reſt ſide, better both lock, and bolt, 
and bar it, than- leave the leaſt door 
of danger open, Haſt thou- done 
what is diſputable, whether it be well 
done ? It is a meaſuring coſt whether 

at 


d 
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it be lawful orno > So that thy con- 
ſcience may ſeem ina manner to ſtand 
Neutey, Sue a Conditional Pardon out 
of the Court of Heaven,the rather be- 
cauſe our ſelf love is more prone to 
flatter than our godly jeatonſe to ſul- 
peftour ſelyes without a cauſe, with 
ſuch humility Heaven is well pleaſed. 
For ſuppoſe thy ſelf over-cautious 
needing no forgiveneſsin that particu- 
lar, God will igterpret the pardon 
thou prayeſt for to be the praiſes pre- 
ſented unto him. 


Tine on Line. 


IV, 

Ofſes in Gods name did counſel 
Foſhus, Ceuteronomy. 31.23.Be 

ong, and of agood courage, for thou 
foalt bring the children of 1 ſrael into 
the Land, which 1 ſmware unto them. 
God immediately did command him, 
Joſh. 1.6. Be ſtrong and of « good cou- 
rage; and again, Verſe 7, Only be thow 
Rrong and very couragious ; and again, 
Verlſ. 9. Have I not commanded thee ? 
Be ftrong and of 4 good courage, be not 
#fraid,neither be thon diſmayed. Laſtly, 
the Zenbenites, and Gadiies — 


39 


39 


* Iſa. 
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defired him, FKerſe 28; Only be flroug, 


and of a good courage. 

Was Foſhua a Nunce or a Coward ? 
Did his Wit, or his Valour want an 
edge, that the ſame precept muſt ſo 


often be prefied upon him 2 No doubr 


neither, but God ſaw tit needful that 
Foſhua ſhonld have courage of Proof, 


who was to encounter both the fro- 


ward Few, and the fierce Canaenite, 
Though Metal on Metal, . Colour 

on Colour be falſe Heraldry, * Zine 

on Line, *Precept on -Precept, is true 


28.18.. Divinity. 


Be not therefore offended, O my 
Soul,. if the ſame doftrine be often 
delivered unto thee by different 
Preachers: If the ſame precept ( like 


* Gen, the * Swordin Paradiſe, which turs- 


3:24, 


ed every way ) doth hunt and haunt | 


thee, tracing thee which-way ſoever 
thon turneſt ; rather conclude, that 
thon art deeply concerned in the pra- 
Rice thereof, which-God hath thought 
fit ſhould be fo frequently inculcated 
into thee, 


Vs 
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V, 
0: the Depth ! 


2Y H% I beheld Sodom in the beauty 
thereof, and had the Angel told 
me, that the ſame ſhould be ſuddenly . 
| deſtroyed by .a mercileſs EI-ment, I. 
ſhould certainly have concluded, that 

Sodom ſhould have been drown'd ; . 
led thereunto by theſe Conſiderati-' 
ons; | 

1. It was ſituated in the . Plain of 

Farday, a flat;. low, level Country. 
| 2. It - was well watered: * evtry « 1 
where, and where always there is 3.1 _ 
water enqugh, there may ſometimes * * 
be.coo much... 
3- Fordan had a quality in the firſt 
moneth to overflow * all the banks. *Cbros, . 

But. nodropof moiſture isſpilt on g 2,15, 
Sodow,. it is burnt to Aſhes. How 
wide are our conjectures, when they 
gueſs at Gods Judgments > Haw far - 
are his ways aboye our aepprehen- 
. | lions? Eſpecially when wicked men 

with the Sodomites wander in ſtrange 

ſins, out of the- Raad of common - 
corruption, God meets them with . 


| kicapge puniſhments, out ofthe _ 2 
| , 


{ 
> 


32 SCRIPTURE 


of common Conception, not coming 
within the compals of a rational ſil: 
Picion, 


VL 
Self, ſelf-burter. 


> _—_— God at the firft day f 
Fudgment, arraigned &ve, 

ſhe transferred her fault on thi 

* Gen, * Serpent which beguiled her. This was 
3-13» one of the firſt-fruits of our depraved 
Nature. But ever after regenerate 

men in Scripture,making the confeiſ- 

on of their tins, ( whereof many Yrs 

ſidents ) caſt all the favle' on them- 

" ſelves alone; yea, David when he 
numbered the People, though ir be 

#1 Che expreſs'd that * Satan provoked 
1Ebro. p;m thereunto, and though David 
+11» probably might be ſenſible of his 
remptation, yet he never accuſed the 

Devil, but derived all the guilt on 

*; Chyo, Bimſelf, * 7 it's that bave ſinned; 
" good reaſon, for Satan hath' no impul- 
ſive power, he may ſtrike fire til] he 
be weary ( if his malice can be weary) 
except mans corruprion © brings the 
Tinder, the Match cannot be lighted. 
Amay then with the Plea of —_ 


31,27, 


_— 
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The Devil owed me 4 ſhame. Owe 

FT”. thee he might, but pay thee he conld 
lu | not, unleſs thou wer't as willing to 

_ his black money, as he to ten- 
er It, 


VII 
Gad, Bebold « Troop cometh; 


= He* Amalekite, who brought *2.64m, 
on of the Tidings to David began 10, 
ve4 | With truthyrightly reporting the over- 
__ throw of the Iſraelites. Cheaters 
TT muſt get ſome Credit, before they can 
"— | cozen, andallfalſhood, if not found- 

{ ed in ſome Truth, would not be fixed 


he | in any Belief, 
c But proceeding he told ſix Zion 
ed ſucceſlively. 

id 3, That Saul called him. 

i 2. That he came at his-call. 

. 3.That $ul demanded, who he was. 
. | 4. That he return'd his Anſmer.. 

L FS, That Saul commanded him to 
c kill him. 

) } 6. Thathe kj him accordingly. 
3 | A wilful Felſhood told, is a. Cripple L 


: not. able to ſtand by it ſelf, withobe 
tome 
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ſome to fupport it, it is eafteto tell a 
Zie, hard to tdl bur a Zie, 
Zord, 1f 1befo nnhappy to relate 


/ a Falſhood ; give-me to recal it or re- 


pent of it. It is ſaid of the Piſmires, 
that to prevent the Growing ( and (6 
the corrupting ) of that Corn which 
they hoard up for their Winter pro- 
viſon, they bite off both rhe ends 
thereof, wherein the generatin 

Power of rhe Graiz doth conſiſt, 
WhenlT have commitred a Sin. O 
tet me ſoorder ir, thar I may deſtroy 
rhe Procreation thercof, I, by a 
true ſorrow, condemn it to 2 


barrexneſs. 
VIIL 
Out-means, in Miracles. 
; Hen the _fngel bronght 


A 


S. Porer ont of Priſon, the 


Iron-gete opeued of ts own accord. 
But coming to the houſe of Fary the 
«Mother of Fobn Mark , he was fain 
0 [tand before the door and knock, 
en fron gave Obedience, how can 
Wood make Oppoſition? 
The Anfwer ceaſie. There was no 


man. to open the [row-gete,. but a _. 


Portrez 


OY mu nngt ww Fa 


- ſhouldeft be pleaſ 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Fortreſs was provided of Courſe to 
unlock the Door, God would not 
therefore ſhew his Finger, where mens 
hands were appointed to do the work. 
Heaven will not ſuper- inſtitute a Mi- 
racle, where ordinary means were 


Formerly in peaceable poſſeſſion. Bar 


ifthey either depzrr or reſign ( inge- 
mouſly confeſſmng their infufficien- 
cy ) there miracles facceed in rheir 


_ 
Lord, if only 'wooden obſtacles 
( ſuch as can be removed by _ of 
man } hindered onr hopes of Peace, 
the Arm of flelh might relieve us, 
But, alas, they are ron ObſtruBijons, 
as comenot within hnmanc power ar 

licy to take away, No prond fleſh 

all therefore - prefirmptnouſly pre- 


- tendto any part of the praiſe, bur af- 


cribe it ſolely to = ſelf, if now thou 

, after ſeven years 
hard Apprentiſbip in Civil Wars, mi- 
raculonſly tro burn onr 1ndemuver, 
and reſtore ns to our former Liberty. 
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SGCRIPTUKE 
IX, 
Military Mourning. 


Gon may wonder at the ſtrange 
incoherence in the Words and 
AQtions, 2 Sem. 1.17, 

{nd David lamented, with this Ls 
Mention, . over Saul, and over Jona- 
than bis Son. Aſo be bad them teach 
= children of Judah the wſe of the 

ow, 


But the Connexion is excellent, 
For. that is the moſt Souldiey-like Sor- 
row, which in middeſt of grief can 
give Order for Revenge, on ſuch as 
have lain their Friends. 

Our general Faſt was firſt appoin- 
red to bemoan the .Haſſacre of our 
Brethren in Ireland. But it is in yain, 
to have a Fingey in the Eye, if we have 
not alſo. a Sword in the othey band ; 
Such tame lamenting of loſt Friends, 
is but loſt Lamentation. We muſt bend 
our Bows in the Camp, as our Kyees 
mn the Churghes, and ſecond our Po- 
ſture of Piety with Martial Proviſions, 


YN, 


«s ul, 
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x. 


'No ſtool of wickedneſs. 


Ometimes I have diſputed with 
my ſelf, which of the two were 
* moſt guilty : David, who ſaid in haſt 
all men are * Liars, | or that wicked * Pſa}, 
man, who || Ln and fake agtinſt bis 116.11. 
Brother, and ſlandered bis own .Ho- || Pſalm 
thers Son. 50.10, 
David ſeems the greater offender.; 
for M.nkind might have an Aion of 
I againſt him; yea,he might 
juſtly be chalenged for giving all men 
the Lie.But mark, David was in haſte, 
he ſpake it in tra»ſitn. when he was 
paſſing, or rather poſting by, or if you 
pleaſe, not David, but David's biſte 
raſhly vented the word, Whereas, 
the other Sate, a ſad, ſolemn, ſerious, 
premeditate, deliberate, poſture, his 
.malice had a full blow with a ſteddy 
hand, at the credit of his Brother. 
Not to fay that SATE carries with 
it the countenance of a Judicial pro- 
ceeding, as if he made a Seffion or 
Bench buſineſs thereof, as well con- 
| demning, as accufing unjuſtly, 
Lord, pardon tay curſory, and pre- 
ſerve 


z2 SCRIPTURE 


ſerve me from Pw, (ins, If in 
haſte, or heat of pafſion I wrong any, 
give me at leiſure to ask thee, and 
them forgiveneſs. But O let me not 
Fit by is ſtudiouſly to plot, or project 
miſchiefto any out of malice prepenſe. 
To ſhed bloud, in cool bloud, is bloud 
with a witneſs, 


XI. 
By Degrees. 


* 2 Xi. CEE by what ſtairs wicked * Abax 
16, did climb up to the height of 
prophaneneſs. 

Firſt, he * ſaw an idolatrous Al- 


” 
Paſs tar at Damaſcus. Our Eyes, when 


IO, 


their calling and Gods keeping. 
Secondly, He liked it, There 18 a 
ſecret Faſcination in Superſtition, and 
. our Souls ſoon bewitched with the 
gains of falſe ſervice, from the 
unplicity of Gods Worſhip. 
birdly, Ze made the like to it, And 


* Yerſc herein * Uriah the Prieſt ( Patron | 


Il and Chaplain well met )was the Mid- 
wife, to deliver the. Mothcr- Altar of 
Damaſcus of a. Babe, like unto it, at 


Feruſalem, 
b Fourthly, 


gazing on ſinful Objects, are out of ! 


Fo zErt Of 


" ” 
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Fourthly, He * ſacrificed on it- 
| What elſe could be expedted, but 
that when he had tuned this new In- 
ſtrument of idolatry, he would ply 
upon its 

Fifthly, He commended tbe * People 


| to do the like. Nat content to confine 


it to his perſonal Impiety. 

Laſtly, He removed Gods A'tar 
away. That venerable Altar, by 
Divine appoinement- peaceably pol- 
ſelſed of the place Ayres wakes 
years and upwards, muſt now be 
wolently ejected by an uſurping Up- 

art. 


No Man can be ſtark naught ar 
once, Ler us ftop the progreſs of 
{in in ur Soul at the firſt Stage, for 
; thefurther it goes, the faſter it will 
increale. 


XIT, 


&*-: 
| The beſt Bed-iker. 


we a good man is ill at 
eaſe, God promiſeth to make 


| «ll bis Bed in bi fickxeſs. Pillow, 


Bolſter, Head, Feet, Sides, AUP his 
Fed, Curely that God, who made 


him, knows ſo welt his meaſtre and 
rem- 


39 
* Verſe 
13, 


* Verſe 
I F» 


- 40 SCRIPTURE 
: temper, as to make his Bed to pleaſe 
him. Herein his art is excellent, not 
fitting the Bed to the Perſon, but the 
Perſon to the Bed, infuſing patience 

into him. 
But O how ſhall God make my 
Bed,who have no Bed of mine own to 
make > Thou Fool, he can make thy 
not having a Bed, to be a Bed unto 
thee, When Facob ſlept on the 
et - Ground, who would not have had 
1 his hard Lodging, therewithal to 
* '* hayehis heavenly Dream? Yea, the 
* Fox Por woman in Ferſey, * which in 
Mart, Reign of Queen Mary, was deli- 
Pot, Veredofa Child, as ſhe was to be 
3." burnt at the Stoke, may be ſaidto be 
brought to Bed in the fire. Why not? 
® Kev. If Gods Juſtice threatned to calt * Fe- 
2.22. zabel into & Bed of fire, why might 
not his mercy make the very flames a 
ſoft Bed to that his patient Mrtyr ? 


XIII, 
When begun, ended, 


He Scripture giveth us a very 
ſhort account of ſome Battels, 


asif they were fights without fights, 


and the Atmics parted as ſoon as 
met 


Ah 
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mer, as Gen,14. 10, 1.Sam. 31. 
2 (bron. 25. 22. 

Some will ſay, the Spirit gives in 
only the ſumm of the ſucceſs, without 
any particular paſſages in atchieving 
it : But there 1s more in it,that ſo little 
is faid of the fight. For ſometime the 
f Lucſtion of the Yiltory, is not diſpu- 

ted at all, but the bare propounding 
decides it. The Stand of Dies oftimes 
| 10 ſtand, and the Footmen ſo fitly called, 
as making more uſe of their fect, than 
their bands. And when God ſends a 
qualm of fear over the Souldiers hearts, 
It is not all the $kill and yalour of 
their Commanders can give them a 
Cordial, 

Our late War hath given vs ſome 
inſtances hereof, Yet let not men 
tax their Armies for cowardiſe, it be- 
ing probable, that the badneſs of ſich 
as ftaid at bome of their reſpefive ſides 
had ſuch influences on tho'e in the 
field, that ſouldicrs bearts might be 
fear-broken, by the ſcore of their ſins, 
who were no Souldiers. 


— 
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Too late, Too late. 
FS Elder Brother laid a* ſharp 


and true charge againſt his Bro- 


ther Prodigal for his Riot and Luxu- 
ry ; This nothing affefted his Father, 
the Mirth, Meat, Malick, at the Feaſt, 
was notwithſtanding no whit abated. 
Why ſo? becauſe the Elder Brother 
was the younger in this reſpett, and 
came too late, The other bad gor the 

cd of bim, having firſt accuſed him- 
{elf, ( nine Verſes before ) and alrea- 
dy obtained his pardon, 

Satan ( to give him his dne ) is my 
Brather, and my Elder by Creation, 
Sure I am, he will be my grievons Ac- 
cuſer. I will endeayour to prevent 
him, firft by condemning himſelfto 
God my Father, So ſhall I have an 
AAR of Indemnity.before he can enter 
bis ATion againit me, 


XV. 
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XV. 
Lamful ſtealth, 


Find two ( Husband and Wife ) 
both ſtealing, and but one of them 
ilty of Felony. And Rachel * bad 
the Images that were ber Fathers, 
and Jacob ſtole away, unawares 10 La» 
ban the Syrian, In the former a com- 
plication of Theft, Lying, Sacri- 
ledge, and Idolatry ; in the latter no 
finat all, For, what our conſcience 
tells us is lawful, and - our diſcretion, 
dangerous, it is both conſcience and 
diſcretion to do it, with all poſſible 
ſecrecy. It was as lawful for Facob 
in that caſe, privately to ſteal away, as 
tis for that man, who finds the Sun- 
ſoine too hot for him, to walk in the 
ſhade. 

God keepus from the guilt of Rg- 
cbels ſtealth. But for Facobs ſtealing 
away, one may confeſs the Fatt, but 
deny the fault ket life fore are 
aid to.haye n their life for prey, 
if any, in the ſenſe, bave $4 
(orif you will ) plundered their own 
Liberty, ſtealing away from the place, 
where they conceived themſelves in 

*C 2 danger, 


43 
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23.30. 


SCRIPTURE 
danger, none can juſtly condemn 


' them, 


XVI. 
Text improved. 


Heard a Preacher take for his 

Text, Am not Þ thine Aſs, * upon 
which thou haſt ridden ever ſince I was 
thine unto this day, was 1 ever wont to 
do (o unto thee? I wondered what he 
would make thereof, fearing he would 
ftarye his Auditors for want of mat- 
ter. But hence he obſerved, 


1. The ſillieſt 2nd ſimpleſt, being 
wronged, may juſtly teak, in their own 
defence. 

2. Worſt men bave a good Title to 
their own goods, Balaam a Sorcerer, 
yet the Als confefleth twice be wat 
his, 

3. They, who bave done many good 
offices, and fail in one, are often not 


' only unrewarded for former ſcrvice, 


but puniſhed for that one offence. 

4. When a rn, wanF! off 
cious to ſerve us, ſiart from their won- 
red obedience ( as the Earth to become 
barren,and Air peſtilemial ) man ought 

to 
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20 refle# on bis own ſin, as the ſole cauſe 


' thereof. 


How fruitful are the ſeeming Bar- 
ren places of Scripture! Bad Plough- 
men, which make Balks of ſuch 
ground, Whereſcever the ſurface of 


Gods Word doth not laugh and ſing 


with Corn, there the heart thereof 
within is merry with Mines, afford- 
ing, where not p!ain matter, hiduen 
Myſteries, 


X'VIT. 
The Koyal bearing. 


NOD is ſaid to have brought 
the Jſrz:lites out of Egypt on 


47, 


* Fagles wings, Now Eagles, when © £x0d- 
removing their Young Ones , have a 19. 4+ 


different poſture from other Fowl, 
proper to themſelves, ( fit it is that 
there ſhould be a Diftin#ion betwixt 
Sovereign and Subjefs ) carrying their 
Prey in their Talons, but Toung- 
ones on their backs, ſo jnterpoſing 
their. whole bodies betwixt them and 
harm. The old Eagles body is the 
young Eagles ſbield, and muſt be ſhor 
through, before her young-ones can 


be hurt, 
*C93 Thus 


46 SCRIPTURE 
Thus God, in'faving the Fews,pnt 
himſelf berwixt them and danger, 
- Surely God, fo loving under the L aw, 
- 15 no leſs gracious in the Goſpel : Our 
Souls are better ſecured, not only 
above his wings, but in his body ; 
* Col, Tour Fife # bid * with Chriſt in God, 
3-3- Nofear then ofharm, God firſtmult 
be pierced, before we can be preju- 


XVII. 
None to bim, 


Mat. JT is ſaidof our Stviour, his Fan 
3.13, 4 in bs band, how well it firs him, 
and he it? Could Satans dlutches 
ſnatch the Fax, what work would he 
make 2 He would _ as he doth 
® * winnow, in a Te » yea in a 
OY whirl-wizd, and blow the beſt away, 
Had Maes the Fas in his hand, eſpeci- 
ally in theſe diſtratted times, out goes 
for Cbaff, all oppoſite to the opinions of 
his party, Seeming ſanftity will carry 
it away from ſuch,who with true, (but 
weak grace ) have ll natures, and emi- 
nent Corruptions. 
There is a kind of Darnel, calle! 


Lolium FMurium, becauſe ſo coun- 
terfeiting 


OB SERFATIONS. 


.cerfeiring (orn, that even the Mice 
themſelves ( experience ſhould make 


them good taſters, ) are ſometimes de- 
ceived therewith, Eypocrites, inlike 
manner, ſo a& holineſs, that they 
aſs for Saints before men. whoſe cen- 
often bers up the Chaff, and burn 

up the Grain, 

Well then! Chriſt for my ſhare. 
Good luck, bave be with bis bonour. 
The Fax is in ſo good aband it cannot 
be mended. Oaly his band, who 
kaows bearss, is proper for that em- 
ployment. 


XIX. 
Humility. 


T is a ſtrange paſſage : Rev.7. 13 
14. And one of the elders anſwer- 

ed ſaying unto me, What are theſe, who 
are arrayed in white Robes, and whence 
came they > And I ſaid unto bim, Sir, 
thou knoweſtd. And be ſaid unto me, 


Theſe are they, who have come out of 


great tribulation, (Fc. 
How comes the Elder, when 45king 
a to be ſaid to Anſwer ? On 
reaſon ; for his Lure 1n effect, 
Was a Reſolution, He ask'd S, Fobn 
*C4 not 


47 
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not becauſe he thought he could, bug 
knew he could not anſwer. T hat Fobas 
ingenuous confeſſion of his igno- 
rance, might invite the Elder to in- 
form him. 

As his Queſtion is called an Anſwey, 
- Gods Commands are ws hen 

injoyns us Repent, Believe; it is on! 
ro 24 bon? a free cunatals 
ment of our ;mpotency to perform his 
commands. This confeſſion ng made 
by us, what he injoyns, he will inable 
us to do. Mans owning his weakneſs, 
isthe only Stock. for God, thereon to 
graft the grace of bys aſliſtance. 
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Oa the Tin +5s:- 


T. 


XName- General. 


Eber had a Son born in 
the days when ihe | 
* Earth. was divided, * Gen: - 
Conceive we it juſt af. 30:3 5» 
ter the C anfabon of 

tongues, when Mankind was parcelled 

out into ſeveral Colonies. Wherefore 

Hebcr, to perpetuaterhe memory of 

ſo. famous an accident . happening at 

the birth of his Son, called him Peleg, 

which, in the Zebrew Tongue, (igni- 

fieth Partition, or Diviſion. 

We live ina ! and and Age of Di. 

ſention : Counties,Ciries, Towns, Vil- 

lages,. Families, all divided in opts 

ions, in .affettions. Each man als 

| *Cs. molz:. 


«MMedHnations 0n 


moſt divided fro:v himſelf with fears 
and diſtrattions. Of all the Children, 
born in England within this laſt five 

» and brought co the Font, ( or 
#that diſpleaſe to the Baſon ) to be 
baptized, every Male may be called 
Peleg, and Female Palgab, inthe ſad 


Memorial of the time of their Nath 
VY. 
py II, 
Woful wealth, 


Arbarous is the Cuſtom of ſome - 


Engliſh people on the Sea ſide, 
to prey on the Goods of poor Ship- 
wrack'd Merchants. But more de- 
viliſh is their deſign, who make falſe 
fires, to undirect Sea-men ina Tem- 
peſt, that thereby, from the right 
Road, they may be niiſled into dan» 
ger and deſtruction, 

England hath been toſs'd with a 
Hurricano of a Civil War. Some men 
are ſaid to haye gotren great wealth 
thereby. Bur it is an itt kap when 
men grow rich per ſatrum, taki 
their riſe from the miſery of a Land, 
to which their own ſins have contri- 
bnted their ſhare. Thoſe are far 

W 


——_—— em. .,. 


the Times: 


' who by cunning inſiouations, and falſe 


gloſſings, have, in theſe dangerous 
days, trained and betrayed {imple 
men into miſchief, | 
Can their pelf proſper, not got by 
valour and induſtry, but deceit ? ſurely 
it cannot be wholſom, when every 
morſe} of their meat, is Mummy 
( good Phylick, but bad Food ) made 
of the Corps of mens Eſtates. Nor 
will it prove happy. it being to be 


; feared that ſuch, who have beenen- 


riched with other mens ruins, will be 
ruined by their ownriches. The Child 
of ten years, js old enough toremem- 
ber the beginning of ſuch mens 
Wealth, and the man of threeſcore 
and ten, is young enough to [eethe® 
ending thereof, 


I. 
A new Plot. 


\ "Hen Herod had beheaded 
the Baptiſt, fome 
might expet that his Niſciples would 
have done ſome great matter, in re- 
venge of their Maſters death. But 
ſee how they behave themſelves. 
And bu Diſciples came and 100k, Ap 
Ly 
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tbe Body and Buried it, and went -4nd 
8old Feſus. And was this af? And 
what was all this > Alas, poor men! 
It was ſome ſolace to their ſorrowful 
Souls, that they might lament their 
Joſs to a Faſt Friend, who though for 
the preſent unable to help,was willing 
to pity them. 

aſt chou thy Body unjuſtly impri- 
ſoned, or thy Goods violently detained, 
or thy Credit canfleſly defamed ? 1 
have a _ whereby thou ſhalt re. 
_ thy felf,cven go and tell JESUS. 
Make to him a plain and truereport 
of the manner and meaure of thy 
fufferings : Eſpecially there being 
,a great difference betwixt JESUS, 
then clonded inthe Fleſh, and JE- 
SUS now ſhining in Glory, having 
now as much pity and more power to 
redreſs thy Grievances. I know it 
is connted but a cowardly Trick, for 
Boys, when beaten but by their 
Equals,to cry that they'l tefl their Fa- 
er. But during thy preſent ntceſ- 
ſry, vt is both beſt wiſdom and valour, 
even to complain to thy Fathey in 
Heaven, who will take thy caſe jnto 

ſerious conlideration, | 


— 
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IV. 
Providence. 
Arvellous is Gods goodneſs, 


in preſerving the young O- 
ridges. For the old one, leaveih ber 


* Fogs in the earth, and warmeth them * Fob 
in the duſt, forgetting that the foot may 39.1 4. 


cruſh them, or that the wild beaſt may 
break them. But Divine Providence (0 
diſpoſeth it,that the bare Neſt hatch- 
£th the Egzs, andthe warmth of the 
ſandy ground diſcloſeth them. 

Many Parents ( which otherwiſe 
would have been loving Peticans ) are 
by theſe unnatural wars, forced to 
be Oftridges to their own Children, 
leaving them to the narrow merey of 
the wide World, I am confident that 
theſe Orphans, ( fo may1 callthem, 
whileſt their Parents are alive ) ſhall 
be comfortably provided for, When 
worthy Maſter $:muel Hern, famous 
for his living, preaching, aud writing, 
lay on his death-bed, ( rich onl 
mm goodneſs and Children ) his Wife 
made much womaniſh lamentation, 
what ſhould hereafter become of her 
little ones, Feece Imeet-heart, ( uy 
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* Pſa], he) that God,who fe: deth the * _=_ 

475. Will not ſflarve the Herns. A ſpeech 
cenſured as lightly by ſome, obſeryed 
by others as prophetical, as indeed it 
came to paſs, that they were well 
diſpoſed of. Deſpair not therefore,O 
thou Parent, of Gods bleſſing, for ha- 
'ving many of his bleſſings a numerous 
off-ſpring. But depend on his provi- 
dence for their maintenance ; find thou 
but faith 10 believe it, he will find 
means 10 effett is, 


® Prov, Coals * for Faggots. 


25.22, 

I the days of King Edward the 
fixth,when Bonney was kept in Pri 
ſon, Reverend Ridley, having his Bi- 
ſhoprick of Zondow, would never go 
- to Dinney,at Fulbam,withont the com- 
Fox pany of Bonzers * Mother and Siſter ; 
Mart. The former always ſitting in a Chair 
3- Fol. at the upperend'ofthe Table : theſe 
p-432. Gueſis, were asconſtant as Bread and 
Salt at the Board, no meal could: be 

made without them. 
O the meekneſs and mildnefs of ſuch 
men, as muſt make Martyrs ! Active 


charity always. alarg with pal- 
ſive obedience, = Mo 
W 
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How many Miniſters Wives and 
Children, now adays, are outed of 
houſe and home, ready to be ſtarved. 
How few are invited to their Tables, 
who hold the Sequeſtrations of their 
Husbands or Fathers benefices > Yea, 
many of them areſo far from being 
bountiful, that they are not juſt, 
denying or detaining from thoſe poor 
Souls that pittance, which the Parlia- 
ment hath alfotted for their marme- 
#4nce, 


VI. 
Fugitives overtaken. 


He City of Genevs is ſcated in 

& i the Marches of ſeveral Domi- 
mons, Frence, Savoy, Switzerland : 
Now it is a Fundamemal Law im that 
Signiory, to give free acceſs to all 
nders, yet ſo, as to puniſh their 
offence, according to the cuſtom of 
that place wherein the faule was com- 
mitted This neceſſary ſeverity doth 
_ their _m _ being the Sink 
of linners, the exvouz of Rogues, 
and Head- ——_ of Wo ike 


fafors, which otherwiſe would flie 


thicher in hope of Indemnity. Here- 


in 


T5 
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inT highly approve the Diſcipline of 
Geneva. 

If we ſhould live to ſee Churches of 
ſeveral Governments, permit:ed in 
England, it 15 more than probable, 
that many Offenders, not out of can- 
ſcience, buttoelſcape (enſures,would 
fly from one Congregation to-anorher, 

* 2 Sam. What * Nabal ſaid fullenly and 

25.10. ſpightfully, one may ſadly foreſee, 
and foreſay of this Land, Many Ser 
wants now adays, will break every man 
from bis Mafter, many guilty pe ſons, 
abandoning that Diſcipline, under 
which chey were bred and brought 
up, will ſhift and ſhelter themſelves 
under ſome new , Model of Govern- 
went, Well were it then, if every 
man, before he be admitteda Member 
of a new Congregation,do therein firit 
make ſatisfaction for ſuch ſcandalous 
fins, whereof he ſtands juſtly charged 
mm that Church, which he deſerted. 
This would conduce to the advancing 
of Yirtue; and the retrenching of n0- 
torious licentiouſneſs. 
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Both and neither. 


City was built in Geymany up- 
A on the River Weſcr, by Charles 
E9 Emperor, and Yuidekind, Firſt 
Chriſtian Dukg of Saxony ; and becauſe 
both contributed to the Structure , ,, 
thereof, it was called * MINE Coſm : 
THINE ( at this day by-corrupt j#.,S' 
onunciation .Mindin ) to ſhew the 4 2 
ynt intereſt both had inthe place. **** 
Send, Lord, in thy duetime, ſuch a 
Peace in this Land, as Prince and 
People may ſhare herein ; that the $9- 
vereign might haye, what he juſtly 
calls mine, hs lawful Prerogative ; 
and leave to the Subjefs their *Proprie- 
ty, . Such may be truly ter.ned an Ac- 
commodation, which is, ed commodum 
utriuſque ; for the benefit of both par-= 
ries concerned therein, 


VIII, 
| Fed with faſting. 
"TY Salmon way paſs for the 


Riddle of the River. The oldeſt 
fiſher, 


Prov. 
by.15, 


« 
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fiſher-man never as yet met with any 
meat in the maw thereof, thereby to 
adyantage his conjecture on that Bil 
of Fare,that Fiſh feedeth. It eats not 
flies with the Pearch, nor: ſwallows 
Worms with the Rgach,nor ſucks dew 


-with Oiftcrs,nor devoureth his fellow- 


filhes with the Pike, what hath it in 
che water, - but the water ? yet Sl 
mo7s grow great, aud very fat in their 
ſeaſons, 

How do many ( Exiles intheir own 
Conntry ) ſublilt now adays of no- 
thing, and wandering in a Wilderneſs 
of want(except they bave Marne mi: 
Faculouſly from Heayen ) they have no 
mear on Earth from their own means, 
At what Ordinery,or rather Extraor- 
dinery do they Diet > that for all this, 
have chearful faces, light _— _ 
merry countenances ? Surely ſome 1c- 
cret comforts ſupport their Souls. 
Such never delire, but to make one 
Meal all the days of their lives, on 
the Continual joe of 4 good Conſci- 
ence, Thefatteſt Capons yield bur ſad 
.Merrithoughts to the greedy Glutton, 
in compariſon of thoſe delightful dain- 
ties, which this Diſh daily affords 

ſuch as feed npon it, 


IX. 
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1x. 
Bare in fat ÞPaſlure- 


Oreſts have informed me, that 
out-lodging Deer are ſeldom ſeen 
to be ſo fat as thoſe that keep them- 
ſelves within the Park. Whereof - 
they aſſign this reaſon, that thoſe. 


ſtraglers ( though they have more 


ground to range over, more Graſs and 


Grain to take their repaſt upon,. yet 
they } are inconſtant fear, as ifcan- 
ſcious that they are Trefpafers, bemg 
out of the Prote#ios, becauſe ont of 
the Pale of the Park, This makes 
their Eyes and Ears always to ſtand 
Sentinels for their Mouths, leſt the 
maſter of the ground purſue them, for 
the damage done unto him, 

Are there any, which unjuſtly poſ- 


eſs rhe Houſes of others > vurely 


ſuch can never with quiet and com- 
fort enjoy either their places, or 
themſelves. They always liſten to 
the leaſt Noiſe of News, ſuſpetting 
the Right owner ſhould be re-eltated, 
whoſe Reſtitution, of neceſſity infers 
the others Ejection. Lord, thi 


though my Hens be never ſo ſwall, 
| : grant 


60 
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grant they may be my Heans, not 
wrongfully detained from others, ha- 
ving a truer Title unto them, 


XN, 
«Much good do you, 


Ne * Niceas, a Philoſopher, 
having his ſhooes Roln from 

him, May they ( ſaid he ) fit bis feet 
that took them away. A wiſh, at the 
firſt view, very - harmleſs, but there 


"was that in it, which poiſoned his 


charity into a malicious revenge. For 
he himſelf had burt'd, oy crooked feet, 
ſo that in e#e&, he wiſhedthe Thicf 
to be lame. 

Whoſoever hath plundered me of 
my Books and Papers, 1 freely _—_ 
him, and deſire rhat he may fully 
underſtand and make good uſe there- 
of, wiſhing him more joy of them, 
than he hath right to them. Nor is 
there any-Snake under my Herbs, nor 
haveI (as Niceas )any reſervation, 
or latent ſence to my ſelf, but from 
my heart to-deſire, that to- all pur- 
poſes and intents, my-Booky may be 
beneficial unto him. Oaly, requeſt- 


- ing him, that. one paſſage in his 


( lately 


% 
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(lately my ) Bible [| namely, Eph.4. 
28, ] may be taken into his ſerious 
conlideration, 


IX, 
The uſe of the Alphaber. 


Here was not long ſince a de- 
vout, bur ignorant *Papiſt 
dwelling in Spain. He perceived a 
neceſſity of his own private Prayers to 
God, befides the Pater noſter, Ave 
Maries, &5c. uſed of courſe in the 
Romiſh Church, But ſo ſimple was he, 
that how to'pray he knewnot, Only 
every morning hambly bending his 
knees, and lifting up his eyes, and 
hands to Heaven, he would delibe- 
rately repeat the Alphabet. And now 
( ſaith he ) 0 good God, put theſe Let- 
ters together to {ell Syllables, 10 fhell 
words, to maks ſuch ſenſe, as may be 

moſt to thy glory, and my good. 
inthele diſtrafted Times, I know 
what generals to pray for, Gods 
Glory, Truth and Peacc,his Majeſties 
Honour, Priviledges of Parliament, 
Liberty of Subjetts, £&c. But when 
deſcend to particulars, when, how, by 
whom, I ſhoulddeſire theſe things to 
de 


Gr 
& 
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be effefted; I may fall to that poor 


pious mans, A, B, C; D, E; &c. 
XII. 
The Good effef of a bad Cauſe. 


| Od, in the Zevitical Law,gave 

reward, to the Yoman cauſleſly 
lutpeCted of her Fealous Husband, 
that the bitter watcy,which ſhe was to 
drink in the Prieſts preſence, ſhould 

_  nNotonly do her no harm, but alſo 
* Num. procure her Children, * if barren be- 
5.18. fore; that water ( drunk, by ber to 
quench the fire of ber busbands jealous 
fie ) proved like the Spew unto her, 
ſo famous for cauſing fruitfulneſs. 
Thus her Innocency was not only 
cleared, but crowned. 

His gracious Majeſty hath been ſuſ- 
peed to be Popilhly inclined. A ſaſ- 
* a7z4, Picion like thoſe Huſhrooms, which 
biſt ; Pliny * recounts among the Miracles 
12.x 2 in Nature, becauſe growing without 

9*0,2. 4 Root. Well, he hath paſſed his 
purgation, a bitter Mornings Draught 
hath he taken down for many years to- 
gether, 

See the operation thereof ; his 
conſtancy in the Proteſtant Reli 1 
at 
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bath not only been aſſared to ſuch, 
who _— were jealow of him, but 
alſo by bleſſing, he daily grows 
greater in mens hearts, pregnant with 
thelove and affeftion of his ſubjects, 


XIII, 
The Child man. 


Obn Garſon, the pious and learned 

Chancellor of Paris, beholding 
and bemoaning the general corrupti- 
on of his Age in Doctrine and Man- 
ners, was wont to get a * Quire of 
littfe Children about him, and to in- 
treat them to pray to God in his be- 
half. Suppoſing their Prayers, leaſt 
defiled with ſin, and molt acceptable 
to Heaven, 

Men now adays are ſo infefted with 
malice;that little children are the beſt 
({bapleins to pray for their Parents. 
But O, where ſhall ſuch be found, not 
reſenting of the faults and factions of 
their Fathers? . Gerſons Flot will 
not take effect. I will try another 
way. | 
i will make my addre6 to the Holy 


Child Feſw, fo is he tiled * evey 


when 
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when glorified in Heaven ; not becauſe 
he is {till under Age ( like Popiſh Pi- 
Rures,placing him i his Mothers arms 
and keeping him in his conſtant in- 
fancy ) but becauſe with the ftrength 
and pertettion of a man, he hath the 
Innocence and humility of a Child, 
Him only will I employ 10 intercede 
for me. 


XIV. 
Worſe before better, 


Trange was the behaviour of our 
Savioxy towards his beloved La- 
zarus, * informed by a Meſſenger of 
his ſickneſs, be abode rwo days ſis in 
the place where be ws, why ſo ſlow? 
bad ſending him on a dying mans Er- 
rand. But the cauſe was, becauſe Z4- 
z4rus was not bad enough for Chriſt to 
cure, intending not to recover him 
from his lickneſs, but to revive him 
from Death, to make the glory of tho 
Miracle greater. 

England doth lye deſperately ſick, 
of a violent Diſeaſe in rhe Bowels 
thereof, Many Meſſengers we du- 
patch ( monthly Faſts, weekly Scr- 
mons, daily prayers) to inform me 
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F of our ſad condition. He till Nays in 


the ſame place, yea, which is worſe, 
ſeems-to go backward, for every day 
leſs ikelihood, leſs hope of help, May 
not this be the reaſon, that our Lind 
muſt yet be reduced to more extremi- 
ty, that God may-have the higher ho- 
nour of our deliverance ? 


XV. 
All ſin, all ſuffer. 


He Mariners, that gnided the 

(hip in theTempelt, Ats 27.22, 
had a deſign for their own ſafery,with 
the ruin of thereſt ; intending (under 
pretence of caſting out an An.hor ) t5 
elcape-in a Boat by themſelves. But 
the Souldiers prevented their purpoſe, 
and cut off the cord of the Boat and let 
it fall into the Sea, "Que and All: All 
fink, or allſave, Herein their Mar- 
tial Law did a piece of exemplary 
Juſtice, 

Do any intend willingly ( without 
ſpecial cauſe ) to leave the Land, fo 
to avoid that miſery, which their ſins 
with others, have drawn npon it ; 
might I adviſe them, better mours in, 
than move out of ſad Sion, Hang ont 

*D the 


*Foſh,z 


1 Sam, 
14,424, 
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the * Scarlet Lace at the Caſement, 
Eyes made red with Sorrow for fin ) 
but Qlide not down out of the Window 
without better warrant, But if they 
be diſpoſed to depart, and leave their 
native Soil, -let them take heed their 
Flie-boat meets not with ſuch Souldt- 
ers as will ſend them back with ſhame 
and ſorrow into the ſhip again, 


XVI. 
Eat worthil. 


ul being in full purſuit of the 
flying Philiſtins, made a Law, 
That no Iſraelite ſhould eat until cven- 
ing. But it was the judgment of Fo- 
nathan, that the Army, if permitted to 
eat, had done greater execution on 
their Enemies. For time ſo loſt, was 
gained, bcing laid ont in the neceſary 
refreſbing of their bodies, 

Yea, mark the iſſue of their long 
faſting. The people at night coming 
with ravenous appetites, did cat the 
fleſh with the bloud, to the provoking of 
Gods Anger. 

Many Engliſh people having con- 
quered fome fleſbly luſts, which fight 

agannſt 


_— 
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agtinſt their ſouls, were ſtill chaſmg 
them, in hope finally to ſubdue them. 
Was it a pious, or politick Deſign'to 
forbid ſuch the receiving of the Sacr4- 
meat, their ſpiritual Food ? 

I will not poſitively conclude, that 
ſuch, if ſuffered to jtrengthen them- 
ſelves with that heavenly repaſt, had 
thereby been enabled more effecually 
to cut down their corruptions, Only 
two things I will defire, 

Firſt, that ſuch Fonathans, who by 
breaking this cuſtom have found be- 


xefit to themſelves, may not be con- , 


demned by others. Secondly, 1 ſhall 
pray,that two hungry years,make nor 
the third a glutton. That Commun- 
cants two twelve months together for- 
bidden the Lords Supper, come not 
( when admitted thereunto) with bet- 
ter ſtomach than heart, more greedi- 
neſs than Preparation. 


X VIE. 


Devotions Duplicar. 


V Hen the Fewiſh Sabbath, in 


the Primitive Times, was 

newly changed into the (hriſtians 
Lords Day, many deyout people 
*D2 twiſted 
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twiſted both together in their obſcrug. 
tion, abſtaining from ſervile works, 
and keeping both Saturday and Sun- 
day, wholly for holy Imployments, 

During theſe Civil Wars, Wedxeſ- 
day, . and Friday Fajts have been ap- 
pointed by different Autborinues, 
What. harm had it been, .if. they had 
been both generally obſerved ? 

But alas ! when two Meſſengers be- 
ing ſent together on the ſame Errand, 
fall out and fight by the way, will not 
the work, be worſe done, than if none 
were imployed > in ſuch a pair of Faſts 
It is to be fearcd, that the diviſions of 
our Afﬀedions,rather.-would increaſe, 
than abate Gods Anger againſt us, 

Two Negattves make an Afﬀirm 1- 
tive, Days of Humiliation are ap- 
pointed for men todeny themſelyes, 
and their ſinful Zuſts. But do not our 
two Faſts more peremptorily affirm 
and avouch our mutual ' Malice and 
Hatred? God forgiveus we have cauſe 
. enough to keep ten, but not care 
enough to, keep one monthly day of Hu- 
miliation. 


"XVII, 
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XVT'I. 
Law to themſclves, 


One ſixry years ſince in the Uni 
Y verſity of C ambridge; ' it was fo- 
lemnly debated betwixt the ZFeads, 
to debar young Scholars of that Zr- 
berty allowed them in (Chriſtmas, as 
inconſitent with the diſcipline of Stu- 
dents. But ſome grave Governours , 
maintained the good uſe thereof, be- 
cauſe thereby in twelve days, they 
may more diſcover the Difþoſitions of 
Scholars, than- in twelve months be- 
fore, That is a vigilant virtue indeed, 
which would-be early up at Prayers, 
and Stady,when all Authority to puniſh 
lay aſleep, 

Vice, theſe late years, hath kept 
open bouſe in England. Welcome all 
comers without any examination, No 
Penance for the Adultercr, Stocks for 
the Drunkard, Wrip for the Petty- Lar- 
cenar, Brand tor the Felon, Gallows for 
the IMartherer. 

God all this time tries ns as he did 


* Fezckiah, that be might know all «, Chr. 


that i in our bearts. Such as now are 
chaſte, ſober, juſt, true, ſhew them- 
al > {elves 


32.31, 
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ſelves aCted with a higher Principle of 
Piety, than the bare avoiding of Px- 
niſhment, 


XX. 
The New Dij. 'ſe. 


Here is a Diſeaſe of Infants(and 

an Infant-diſeaſe, having ſcarce- 
ly, as yet, got a proper Neme in. Z2- 
zine )called the Rickets, Whereinthe 
Head waxeth too great, whileſt the 
Tegs and lower parts wain too little. 
A Women in the Weſt hath happily 
bealed many, by cauterizing the Yein 
behind the ear. How proper the 
Kemedy for the ,Halady, I ingage 
not, Experience oftimes, out-doing 
Art, whileſt we behold the Cure ea- 
lily effefted, and the natural cauſe 
thereof, hardly aſſigned. 

Have not many now adays the 
ſame ſickneſs in their Souls > Their 
Heads ſwelling to a vaſt proportion, 
and they wonderfully enabled with 
knowledge to diſcourſe? Bur alas, how 
little their Zegs, poor their Praftice, 
and lazy their walking in a godly con- 
wverſation ? Shall I ay, that ſuch may 
be cured by fearing the Fein in «wa 

Head, 
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Hend,not to hurt their hearing, but 
hinder the /tching of their Ears. 
Indeed his tongue deferyes to be 
burnt, that talks of ſearing the Ears 
of others; For Faith cometh by hearing. 
But I would have men not to bear few 
Sermons, but bear more in bearing few- 
er Sermons, Leſs Preaching, better 
beard ( Reader, lay the Emphaſis not 
in the word leſs, but on the word 


better) would make a wiſer and Rrong- - 


er Chriftian, digeſting the word from 


his beart topraGtiſe x in his Conyer-"- 


ſanion, 


7 
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th. ts. 


I 
= 


Newly awaked, 


Y the Levitical Lam, the 
Firſtling of every clean 
Creature Which opened 
the * Matrix. was holy 
to God: By the Moral 
Analogy thereof, this firſt glance of 
mine Eyes is due to him, By the cuſtom 
of this Kingdom, there accrueth to 
the TL and-Lord a Fine and Herrioc 
from his Tenant, - taking a further 
Eſtate in his Leaſe, IT hold from God 
this Clay cottage of my Body; ( an 
homely Tenement, but may I in ſome 
meaſure be aſſured of a better before 
outed of this. } Now being raiſed 
from 


Og EST, ——— 
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from laſt nights Nleep, I may ſeem to 
renew a life, What ſhall I pay tomy 
Land-lord> Even the beſt quick 
$S Creature which is to be found on my 
Barren Copibolds, - namely the Calves 
of my lifs,: praiſing him for his pro- 
tection over me. More he doth not 
ask, leſs I cannot give, ' yea, ſuch-is his 
goodneſs, and my weakneſs, that be- 
fore | can give-him thanks, he giveth 
| meto bethankful, - 


IT. 
Family-*Prayer; 
| have I ſearch'd the Scrip- 
tures tofind a poſitive precept 

; Injoyning,or preſident obſerving daily 

Prayer in a-Family ; yet hitherto have 

found none proper for my purpoſe. 

Indeed I read, that there was a yearly 1 Sam. 
Sacrifice offered at Bethlehem for the 20.29. 
family of Feſſe z bit if hence we-ſhould 

infer Zouſhold holy duties,others would 
conclude, they (ſhould only be Annual, 

And whereas it is ſaid, Pour out thine 
indignation 0n the Heathen, and onthe 
Families, wbich have. not- called on thy 

Nane ; the word taken there na large 
acception, . reproverh.rather the wang 

of National, than Nomeſtical Service 


of God, 
#Dce Bve + 
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But Tet not profaneneſs improve ic 
ſelf or cenſure Family-prayer for wil- 
zworſhip, as wanting a warrant in Gods 
Word. For where God injoyneth a ge- 
neral duty, as to ſerie and fear him, 
there all particular means ( whereof 
Prayer a principal ) tending thereun- 
to, are commanded. And furely the 
pious Houſholds of * Alraban, Fo- 
ſbua, and {| Cornelius, had ſome holy 
Exerciſes to themſelves, as broader 
than their perſonal Devotion, ſo nar: 
rower than the publick Service, juſt 
adequate to their own private Family, 


IIL. 
Self, without other-ſelf. 
Ome loving Wife may perchance 
be(though not angry with jgrieved 


at her #asband for excluding her from 
his private prayers, thus thinking 


with her felf, 2uſt 1 be diſcommuned 


from my Hubands Devotiomw What? ſe- 
weral (loſet Chappels, for thoſe of the 
ſame Bed and Board? Are not our credits 
smbarked in the ſame bottom, ſo that 
they ſink.or ſwim together? May 1 not be 
admitticd an Auditor at bis Petitions, 
were js only to ſexy AMEN _—_— 2 


_ 
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But let ſach an one ſeriouſly conſi- 
der what the Prophet ſaith, The Fa- 
mily of the Houſe of David apart, and 
their Wives apart ; the Family of the 
Houſe of Nathan apart, and their Wizes 
epart, Perſonal private Faulrs muſt 
be privately confefled. It is not meet 
ſhe ſhould know all the Boſom ſins of 
him, in whoſe Boſoms ſhe lieth. Per- 
chance being now offended, for not 


hearing her husbands Prayers, ſhe: 


would be more offended, if ſhe heard 
them, Nor hath ſhe juſt cauſe to com- 
plain, ſeeing herein Nathans Wife is 
equal with Nathan himſelf; what !i- 
berty ſhe alloweth, is allowed her, and 
may as well as her Husband claim the 
priviledge privately and apart ro pour 
forth her Soul unto God in her daily 
Devotions. - Yet Man and Wife, at 
other times ought to communicate tn 
their Prayers, all other excluded, 


IV. 
Greans; 


' T Ow comes it to paſs thatGroans 
made in Men by Gods Spirit 
cannot be uttered? 1 find two Reaſons 
thereof. Firſt, becauſe thoſe Groans 
are ſo low, and little, fo faint, _ 
ail 
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and feeble,ſo next to nothing, theſe ſtil 
bornBabes only breath without crying. 

Secondly, becauſe ſo much diverlt- 
ty.yea, con:rariety of paſſion, is crow- 
ded within the compals of a Groen, as 


are ſtayed from being expreſſive, and * 


the Groanbecomes unutterable. 

How happy is their condition, who 
have Gad for their Interpreter! who 
not only underſtand what they do, 
but what they would ſay. Daniil 
could tell the meaning of rhe Dream 
which Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten. 
GOD knows. .the-meaning of thoſe 
Greans which never as yet knew their 


* own meaning, and underſtands the 


Senſe of thoſe Sighs, which never un- 
derſtqod themſelves. 


V. 
Ejaculations, their uſe. 


Faculations are ſhort Prayers 
dartedup to God .on emergent 
occaſions, If no other Artillery had 
been. uſed: this laſt ſeven years- 1 
Enpland, I will not affirm more Souls 


had been in Heaven, but fewer corps, 


had been buried in Barth, O, that 
with.David we might haye _ my 
arts 
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heart is fixed, being leſs buſied about Pſalm 
fixing of Mugkets. 37.7. 

The principal uſe of Fjaculations, Epbc/, 
is againſt the fiery days of the Devil. 6.16, 
Our Adverſary injetts ( how he doth 
it God knows, that he dorh it. we 
know ) bad notions into .our hearts, 
and that we may be as nimble with 
our  Antidotes, as he with Poiſons, * 
ſuch ſhort Prayers are proper and ne- 
ceſſary- In bard Havens ſo choaked up 
with. the envious Sands, .that great 
Ships drawing many foot of watcr ,can- 
not come near, lighter and leſſer *Pt- 
naces may freely and ſafely arrive. 
When we are Time-bound, Place-bound 
or Perſon-bound, ſo that-we cannot 
compoſe our ſclyes to make a large ſo- 
lema Prayer, this is the right inſtant 
for Ejaculations, whether orally uttcr- 
ed, or only poured forth inwardly in. 
the hearr. 


VI. 
Their Priviledges. 


Faculations take not up any room 
in the Soul. They give liberty 
of Callings, ſo that at the ſame inſtant, 


Cre may follow his proper EG 
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The Husbandman may dart forth an 
Ejaculation, and not make” a balk the 
more, T he Sea-man nevertheleſs ſtears 
his Shipright in the darkeſt night. Yea 
the Souldier at the ſame time, may 
fhoot out his prayer to Gad, and aim 
his Piſtol at his enemy, the-one betcer 
hitting the mark for the other. 

The field, wherein Bees feed, is a0 
whit the barer for their biting ; when 
they have took their full repaſt on 
flower or graſs; the Ox may feed, the 
Sheep fat on: their reverlions. The 
reaſon is, becauſe thoſe little Chymiſts 
diſtil only the refined part of the 
flower, leaving the groſſer ſubſtance 
thereof, So Ejaculations bind wot 
men to any bodily obſervance, only 
baſie the ſpiritual half, which maketir 
them conſiſtent with the proſecut.on 
of any other Imploymenr. 


VII; 


Extemporary Prayers. 

N Extemporary | rayer, what men 
moſt admire, God leaſt regarderh, 
Namely the volubility of the tongue. 
Herein.a Teytullus may equal, yea, ex- 
ceed Saint Paul himſelf, whoſe beech 
* was br wenn O, it is the hiearr 
keeping 
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hecping time, and rune with the voice 


which God hſteneth nnto. Otherwiſe. 


the nimbleſt tongue tires, and loudeſt 
voice grows dumb before it comes 
half way to Heaven, Mtkeit (ſaid 
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God to Moſes ) in all things like the Pa- F7h,$. 


rern in the Mount. Only the confor- 5, 


mity of the words wich the mind, 
mounted in heavenly thoughts, is 
acceptable to God, The gift of ex- 
temporary Prayer, and ready utte- 
rance may be beſtowed on a Repro- 
bate, but the grace thereof ( religious 


affections ) is only given to Gods Scr- 


Vants., 
VIITI. 
Their canſeleſs ſcandal. 


Ome lay it to the charge of Ex- 
temporary Prayers, as if it were 

a diminution to Gods Majeſty to of- 
fer them unto him, becaufe ( allu- 


ding to Davids expreſſion to * Ornan +, gp 
the Febuſite ) they coſ# nothing, but 24.24. 


come without any pains or induſtry to 
provide rhem. A moſt falſe aſperſion, 

Surely, preparations of the hearr, 
( though not premeditation of every 


word ) is required thereunto, And 
grant 


* 
% 
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nt the party praying ar that very 
inſtant, fore-ſtudieth not every Ex- 
preſſion, yet ſurely he hath formerly 
laboured with his heart and tongue 
too, before he attained that dexterity 
of utterance, properly and readily to 
expreſs himſelf, Many hours in night 
no doubt he is waking, and was by 


himſelf praftiſing Scripture—Phraſe,. 


and the Zanguage of (anaan, whilelt 

ſach as cenſure him for his lazineſs 

were faſt aſleep in their Beds, 
Suppoſe one ſhauld make an enter- 


tainment for ſtrangers with fleſh; ti(h,. 


fowl, veniſon, fruit; all out of his own 
fold, field, ponds, park, orchards, will 
any ſay, that this Feaſt coſt him no- 
thing, who makes it ? Surely,although 
all grew on the ſame, an for the pre. 
fent he bought 'nothing by the penny, 
yet he; or his Anceſtors for him, did: 
at firſt dearly purchaſe bome-accommo- 
dations, from whence this entertain- 
ment did ariſe, 

So the Party, who hath attained 
the faculty and faciiity. of extempo- 
rary Prayer, ( the eaſe AT of a la- 
borious. hab't ) though atthe inſtanc 
not appearing to take pains, hatli 


been formerly 1nduſtrious with him- | 
ſelf, or his Parents. with him (in. 


giving 
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giving him pious education ) orelſe 
he had never-acquired fo great perfe- 
&ion, ſeeing only long practice makes 
the Pen of a ready Writer. 


IX. 
Night- Prayer, 


- Eath in Scripture is compared 
DD toſieep, Well then may my 
Night-prayer be reſembled to mating 
my will. Twill be careful not todye 
inteſtate; as alſo not to defer my vill. 
making, till T am not Compos mentes, 
till the Zetbargie of drowſineſs ſeize 
upon me. 

But being in perfet memory, I be- 
queath my Soul to God,the rather be- 
cauſe T am ſure the Devil will accuſe 
me when /keping. O the advantage of 
Spirits above Bodies ! If our Claz-cot- 


8x 


tage be not cooled with reſt. the Roof revel. 
falls 4 fire, Satan hath no ſuch need: ; 2,10, 


the Night is his fitteſt time, Thus 
mans Yocation is the Terms for the 
Beaſts of the Foreſts, they movemoſt, 
whileſt he lies quiet in his bed, 

| Leſt therefore, whileſt fleeping I be 
(out-lawed for want of Appearance 


ro Satans Charge, 1 commit my cauſe 
to 


* Meditations on 
to him, who neither ſlumbers noy ſleeps, 


ANSWER FOR ME O MY 
GOD. 


X. 
SE. Nollurndl, 


Avid ſurveying the Firmanent 

brake forth into this conſidera- 

tion, When 1 conſidered the Heavens 

the work of thy finger, the Moon, and 

the. Stars, which thou haſt created ; 
That is man, fc. 

How cometh he to mention the 


«A400n and Stars, and omit the Sun ? - 


The other being but his Penſioners, 
ſhining with that exbibition of light, 
which che bounty of the Sun allots 
them, | 

Iris anſwered,this was Davids night- 
meditation, when the Sun departing to 
the otbey world, left the lefſer Lights 
only viſible in Heaven ; and as the sky 
is' beſt beheld by day in* the glory 
thereof, fo it is beſt ſurveyed by Night, 
in the variety of the ſame. 

Night was made for manto reſt in : 
Bur when I cannot fleep, may I with 
this Pſalmiſ} entertain my waking 
with good thoughts. Not to -_ 

thein 


| 


| 
| 


| 


« ut 


leeps, 
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them as Opium, to invite my corrupt 
Nature to ſlumber, but to bolt out bad 
tboughts, which otherwiſe would pol- 
ſels my Soul, 


XT. 
Set Prayers. 
Ez Prayers are preſcript Forms of 


our own,or others compoſing,ſuch 
are lawful for any, and needful for 


ſame to uſe. 


Lawful for any. Otherwiſe God 
would nor have appointed the Prieſts 
( preſumed of themſelves beſt able to 
pray ) a formof bleſſing the People.Nor 
would our Saviour have ſet us his 
Prayer ( which as' the Town buſhel is 
the Standard both to meaſure (orn,and 
other Bufhels by) is both a Prayer in it 
ſelf,and a patern or platform of Prayer; 
ſuch as accuſe = Farms ,to be pinioning 
the wings of the Dove, will by the next 
return affirm that Girdles and Garters 
made to ſtreygthen and adorn, are ſo 
many ſhackles and fetters, which burs 
and binder mens free motion. 

Needful for ſome. Namely, for 
fich, whoas yet have not attained 
( what all ſhould indeayour ) to pray 


CX= 


Mitth, 
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ex tempore by the Spirit. But as lirtle 
chiliren ( to whom the plaineR;- and 
evenneſ} Room at firſt, is a Zabyrinth ) 
are ſo ambitious of going an-hie-lone, 
that they ſcorn to take the guidance 
of a Form, or Benchto dire them, but 
will adventure by themſelves, though 
ofren to the coſt of a knock and a fall; 
So. many conjeſs their wegkncſs, in 
denying to confeſs it, who reftiſ1g to 
be beholdento 4 ſet form of Prayer, 
prefer to ſay non-ſence, rather than no- 
thing in their extemporary expreſſions. 
More modeſty, and no leſs Pity it had 
been for ſuch men, ro have prayed 
longer with ſct forms, that they might 
pray better without them. 


XI. . 
The ſame agtin. 


T' 15no baſe and beggarly ſhift (* ar- 


-guing a narrow and neceſſitons 
art ) but a piece of holy and hea- 
yenly Thrift often to uſe the ſame 
Prayer again, Chriſts praice is my 
Diveitory herein, who the third time 

ſaid the ſame words. 
A good Prayer 1s not like a Stra- 
tzgemof War to be uſed but -__ 
wN 
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"No the oftner the better. The cloaths 


of the 1ſraelites, whileſt they wandered 
forty years in 1hcwWilderneſs,never wax- 
ed old, as if made of Perpetuanoin- 
deed. So a good Irayer, though often 
uſed, is ſtill freſh and fair in the Ear 
and Eyes of Heaven. Deſpair not then 
thou {umple Soul, who haſt no Ex- 
change of Rayment,whoſe Prayers can- 
not appear every day at Heavens 
Court in new (loaths. Thou mayelt 
be as good a Subjef, though not {o 
great.a Gallant, coming always in 
the ſame Suit. Yea perchance the ve- 
ry ſaimte, -which was thy Fathers and 
Grand:fathers - before thee ( a well 
compoſed Prayer is a good Aeir-loom 
ina Family, and may hereditarily be 
deſcended to many Generations ) but 
know to thy comfort,thy Prayer is well 
known to Heaven,to which it 1s a con- 
ſtant Cuſtomer, Only add new, or 
new degrees of old affections therenn- 
to, and it will be as acceptable to God, 
thus repaired, as if new erected. 
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XIIL. 
IMixs Prayers. 


1xt Prayers are a methodical 
compoſition ( no caſual confu- 
{lton') of extempore and premeditate 
Prayers put together. Wherein the 


Standers, ſtill at the ſame, and the 


eſemial parts, ( confeſſion of ſin, beg- 
ging of pardon, craving grace for the 
ature, thanking God for former fa- 
yours, &c, Jlike the bones of the Prayer 
remain always unaltered, Whileſt the 
moveable Petitions ( like the fleſh and 
colour of thy Prayers ) are added, 
abridged, or altered, as Gods Spirir 
adviſeth and enableth ns, according to 
the emergencies of preſent occaſions. 
In the ,Mid-land Sea, Gallies are 
found to be moſt uſeful, which part- 
ly run on Legs of Oars, and partly 


fly with the Wings of Sails, whereby 


they become ſerviceable both in a 
windand in a calm, Snch the con- 
veniency of ,Mixt Prayer, wherc- 
in infuſed and acquired Graces mcet 
together, and men partly move with 
the breath of the holy Spirit, part- 


ly row on by their own induſtry, 
Such 


a8 kinds of Prayers, 

Such medly prayers are moſt uſcful, 
as having the jjeddineſs of premeditate, 
and the a#tvity of extemporary Prager 


X[V, 


Take Yonr ((ompany along. 


T is nodiſgrace,for ſuch, who have 
4 the gift and grace of Extcmporary 
Prayer, fomerimes to ule a fer. form 
for the benefit and behoof of others. 
Facob chough he could have marched 
on a mans pace, yet was careful not to 
over-drive the Children and Fws 


4 
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member to bring up the Rear 1n their 
Congregations, that the meaneſt may 
go along with them in their Devo- 
HORS. 
God could have created the World ex- 

tempore, in a moment, but was pleaſed 
( as I m?y ſay ) to make it premeditate- 
ly.in a ſet method of ſix days,notaor his 
own eaſe, but our inſtyution, that our 
beads and bearts might the better keep 
pace with his bands to behold and con- 
lider his Workmanſhip. 

Let no man diſdain to fet his own 
nimblenefs backward, that others 

may 
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may go along with him, Such degra- 
ding onesſelf, *it is the quickeſt pro- 
ceeding in piety, when men prefer the 


* Edification of others, before their own 


credit and eſteem, 


WO 
Prayer muſt be Quotidian, 


A ous other Arguments infor- 
cing the neceſſity of daily Pray- 


er, this is not the leaſt, . that Chriſt in- 
Joyns us to Petition for daily Bread. 
New bread we know is beſt, andina 
ſpiritual ſence, our Bread ( though in 
it ſelf as-ſtale and moldy, as that of 
the Gibeonites ) is every day new, be- 
cauſe a new and hot bl{fing ( as I 
ight ſay ) is daily begged, and be- 
{towed of God upon it. 

Manna mult daily be gathered, and 
not proviſionally be bearded up, God 
expects, that men every day addreſs 
theniſelves unto him,by petitioning bim 
for ſuttenance. 

How-contrary 1s this to -the com- 
mon prattice of miny| As Camels, in 
Sandy Countries, are faid to drink 
bur once in ſeven days, and then in 
preſens, prateritum, © futurum, for 
time paſt, preſent, and to come ; 10 

many 
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many fomble this laſt, and next 


weeks Devotion all in a Prayer. Yea, 
ſome Cefer -all their praying till the 
laſt Day. | 

Conſtantine had a conceit, that be 
cauſe Baptiſm waſhed away all ſins, 
he would not be Baptized till his 
Death- bed, that ſo his ſoul mighrne- 
ver loſe the purity thereof, but 1m= 
mediately mount to heaven. But ſud- 
den Death preventing him, he was not 
baptized at al, as ſome ſay, or only 
by an Arian Biſhop, as others affirm, 
If any erroneouſly on the ſame ſuppo- 
ſition pur off their Prayers to the laft, 
let them take heed, leit long delayed, 
at laſt they prove either none at all, 
or none in effect, * 


The Lords Prayer, 


meanly of the. Lords Prayer, Oh 
ow baſely may the Lord think ofoar 
prayers ! Some will not forgive the 
Lords Prayer for that paſſage there- 
in, as we forgive them that trefþaſs 

agtinſ} us. 
Others play the Witches on this 
Prayer, Witches are reported ( a- 
"E mongſt 


| this Age we begin to think 
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moneſt many other helliſh Obſervati- 

0ns,whereby they oblige themſelves to 
Satan ) to ſay the Lords Prayer back- 
wards. Are there not many, who 
though they do not pronounce the ſyl- 
Ilables of the Lords prayer retrograde 
{ their diſcretion will not ſuffer them 
ro be betrayed ro ſuch a nox-ſence lin, ) 
yet they tranſpoſe it in effect, deſiring 
their Daily Bread,before Gods King- 
dom come, preferring temporal bene- 
fits before heavenly bleſſings. Oh ! if 
every one by this mark ſhould be tried 
for aWitch,how hard would it go with 
all of us! Zamijaram plena ſunt omnia. 


XVII. 

$6}. 
" A T theſiege and taking-of New 
| Carthage in Spain, there was 
diſſention betwixt the Souldiers a- 
beut the Crown mural due to him, 
who firſt footed the Walls of the City. 


'Two pretended to the Crown ; Parts 
were taken, and the Romes Army (i 


Put. ding in faftions,was likely to fall foul, 
Scipio's and mutually Bhs againſt it ſelf Soj- 
life,pag. pio the General, prevented the danger 


by providing two Mural Crowns, gi- 
ving 
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ving one to each, who claimed it,afhir- 
ming, that on the examination of the 
proofs, both did appear to him, at the 
ſame inſtant to climb the Wall, Olec 
us not ſet ſeveral kinds of Prayers at 
variance betwixt themſelves, which of 
them ſhould be moſt uſeful, moſt ho- 
nourable. All are. moſt excellent at 
ſereral times, Crown Groans, (rows 
Ejaculations, Crown Extemporary. 
Crown Set, Crown Mixg Prayer. I dare 
boldly ſay, he that in ſome meaſure 
loves not all kind of lawful prayers, 

loves no kind of lawful Prayers. For 

ifwe love God the Father, we car 

hate no Ordinance, his Child, thouglt 

perchance an occaſion may aftect one 

aboye another, 


XVIII, 
All mamner of Prayers, 
T is an ancient Strs of Satan, 


( yer ſtill he uſeth it, {till men are 
cheated by it ) to ſet Gods Ordinances 


at variance ( as the Diſciples fell out 


amongſt themſelves ) which of them 
ſhould be the greateſt. How hath 


* the Readers Pew been claſh't againſt 
the Preachers. Pulpit, to the ſhakin 


*E 2 almo 
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almoſt —_— whole Church, whether 
that theword preached or read,be moſt 
effetlual to Satvation. Alſo whether 
the word preaeb'd or catechiſed, moſt 
uſeful. But no-Ordinance ſo abuſed 
as Prayer, - Prayer hath been ſet npa- 
gainſt Preaching, againſt Catechiling, 
againſt it ſelf, Whether pablick, or 
private, Church or Cloſet, Set or Ex. 
ge mporary Prayer be the beſt, See how 
S. *Paul determines the controverlie, 
* T&0y road, with all manner 
of prayer ( fo the Geneva Tranſlation ) 
and ſupplication in the Spirit, Prefer- 
ring none, commending all lawfvl 
Prayer to our practice, 


XIX. 
To God alone, 


| Mongſt all manner of Prayer to 
God, I find in Scripture neither 
promiſe, precept, - nor precedent to 
warrant prayers to Saints. And were 
there no other reaſon, this would in- 
courage me to pray to Chriſt alone, 

becauſe, | 
$. Paul ſtruck Elims blind, Chriſt 
made blind Bartemeus ſee. S$.* Peter 
killed Amanias aud Sapphbira with bus 
Word, 


all kinds of Prayers. 


Word, Chriſt with his word revived 
dead Lazarus. The Diſciples forbad 
the Syrophenician woman to call after 
Chriſt, Chriſt called unto her after 
they had forhidden her, All my $4- 
viours Works are ſaving Works, none 
extend'gg tothe death of m;nknd, 
Surely Chriſt being now in heaven, 
hath not leſs goodneſs, becauſe he hath 
more glory ; his bowels ſtill yern on 
us. I will therefore rather preſent my 
prayers to him, who always did heal, 
than to thoſe, who ſometimes did byzt. 


And though this be - no» convincing 


Argument. to Papiſts, tis a comfor- 
table motive to Froteſtants. A good 
Third, where ſo good Firſts and Se- 
conds haye beenlaid already, 
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SLACK CECKEY 
Occaſional) 
eMEDITATIONS. 


I. 
Love and Auger, 


Saw two Children fighting to- 
gether in the ſtreet. The Fa- 
ther of the one paſſing by, 
fetch'd his Son awa [ and cor- 
retted him ; the lad was 
left without any check, though both 
were equally faulty inthe fray. I was 
half offended, that being guilty alike, 


they were not puni alike ; Buc 


the Parent would only meddle wirh 
him, oyer whom he had an undoubt- 
ed Dominjon, to whom he bare an 
unfeizned affeftion, 

The wicked ſin, the Godly ſmart 
moſt in this world. God ſingleth out 
his own Sons; and beateth them by 
themſelves: Whom be loveth be chaften- 
eth. Whileſt the ungodly, gg 

om 
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from affliction, are reſerved for de- 
ſtrution, It being needleſs - that 
their bair ſhould be ſhav'd with 4 bired 
raſor, whoſe heads are intended for 1ſa.1? 


the Ax of Divine Juſtice, 10, 
| Mat. 
II. 3 «Il 0, 


Upwards, Upmards, 


Ow large Houſes do they build 
in Zondoxn on little ground, Re- 
venging themſelves on the Narrow- 
weſs of their Room with ſtore of ſtories. 
Excellent Arizhmetick,) from the roov 
of one floor, to multiply ſo many Cham- 
bers. And though painful the climb- 
ing up, pleaſant the ſtayingthere, the 
higher the healthfuller, with clear 
light and ſmeeter gir. | 
Small are my means on Earth. May 
I mount my Soul the higher in Hea» 
venly , Meditations, relying on divine 
Providence | He that fed many thou- Hat, 
ſands with five loaves, may feed me 1 4.4+ 
and mine, with the FIFTH PART 
of that one Loaf, that once all mine. 
Highe? my S$0ul! Higher ! In bodily 
buildings, commonly the Garrets are 
moſt empty, but my mind the _ 
mounted,will be the better furniſhed. 
*E 4. Let. 


96 
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Let perſcverance to death be my up- 
permoſt Chamber,- the Roof of which 
Grace 1s the Pavement of Glory, 


III, 
Bemare wanton wit. 


Saw an Indenture too fairly en- 
I groſſed ; for the writer ( better 
Scrrucner than Clerk) had ſohled it 
with flouriſhes, that it hindered my 
reading thereof, the wantonneſs of his 
©Pex made a new Alphabet, and I was 
ſubject to miſtake his Daſhes for real 
Letters. 

What damage hath vnwary Rbe- 
80rick, done to Religion? Many an 
innocent Reader hath taken Dama- 
ſcene and Theophyla4 at their word, 
counting their eloquent Ayperbolcs of 
Chriſts preſence in the Sacrament,the 
exact Standards of their judgment, 
whence after-ages brought 1n Tras- 
ſubſtantiation. Yea, from the Fathers 
elegant Apoſtrophe's to the Dead 
( lively PiQtures, by haſty Eyes,may be 
taken for living Perſons ) Prayers to 
Saints, took their Original. IT ſee, that 
gruths Secretiry muſt nſe aſe band, in 

| writing 
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writing important points of Divinity. 
Ill dancing for nimble Wits, on the 
Precipices of dangerous Cottrine, For 
though. they eſcape by their agility, 
others ( encouraged by their ex- 
amples ) may be brought to deſtruCti- 
Ol. . 


IV. 
Ill done, Undone, 


Saw one, whether out of haſte, or 

want of $kill, put up h's ſword the 
wrong way ; It cut, even when it was 
ſheathed,. the edge being Trauſpoſed 
where the back ſhould haye been. So 
that.perceiving hiscrror, he was fain 
to draw it.out, that he might put it up 


- Again. : 


Wearied and waſted with Civil 
War, Wethat formerly loathed che 
Manna of Peace, ( becauſe common, ) 
could now be content to feed on it, 
though full of Worms and putrified ; 
Some ſo deſirous thereof, that they 
care not on what: Terms the Way be 
ended, ſo it be ended ; But ſuch a 
Peace would be but a Truce, and the 
conditions thereof would no longer 
be in force, than whileſt they are in 

BY Force, 


-T4 
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”__ Let us pray, that the ſword be 
eathed the right way, with Gods 

lory ; and without the dangerous dif- 
Jocation of Prince and Peoples _— - 
otherwiſe it may juſtly be ſuſpetted, 
that 'the ſword put np, will be drawn 


'out again, and the Articles of an ill 


» though engroſſed in parch- 
ment, not take effe(t, ſo long as paper 
would continue, 


V. 
Apace, Apace. 


Owing on the Thames, the Wa- 
terman confirmed me, in what 
ormerly I had learnt from the Maps ; 
how that River, Weſtward, runs ſo 
Erooked, as likely to loſe it ſelf ina 
Labyrinth of its own making. From 
Red1ing to London by land, thirty, by 
water an hunJred miles. So wantonly 
that ſtream diſporteth ir, as ifas yer 


unreſolved, whether to advance to the 


Sea, or retreat to its fountain, 

But the ſame heing paſt London, 

( as if ſenſible of its former lazineſs, 

and fearing to be checkt of the- Oce- 

an, the Mother of all Rivers, for ſo 

Tong loytering; or elſe, as if weary,with 
wander 
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wandering, and loth to loſe more way : 
or laſtly, as if conceiving ſuch wild- 
neſs, inconſiſtent with the gravity of 
his Channel, now grown old,and ready 
to be buricd in the Sea, ) runs in ſo di- 
rect a line,that frum London to Graveſ- 
end, the number of the miles are 
equally twenty, both by Zand and by 
Water, 

Alas ! How much of my life is la- 
viſht away. Oh the intricacies, Wind- 
ings, Wanderings, Turnings, Tergi- 
verſations of my deceitful Toutb! I 
have lived in the middeſt of a crooked 4 Phil: 
Generation, * and with them bave 2.15: 
euyned aſide unto | crooked ways, | Piet. 
High time it is now for mie to make - I5.9. 


ſtraight * paths for my feet, and 16 « p7p, 


redcem what is paſt, by amending what 
is preſent, and to come. Flux, Flux, 
(in the GermaneTongue, Quick. Quick) __ 
was a Motto of Biſhop = Say In bis 
ging the approach of his death. May I life, p. 
make good uſe thereof, make baſte, 19+ 
make haſte. . God knows, how Jutle 

time is left me, and may I be a good 
husband, to improye the ſhort rem- 

nait thereof, 


12.135 
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Almqs the riſing Sun. - 


Have wondered why the Romifh 
I Church do not pray to Saint Abya- 
am, Saint David, Saint Hezekiih, 
&c. as well asto the Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſſors ſince Chriſt's time-; 
For thoſe ancient Patriarchs, by the 
confeiſionof Papiſts, were long lince 
relieved out of Limbs ( ſoon out, 
who-were never in) and admitted to 
the ſight and preſence of God, Eſpe- 
cially Abrabam, bcing Father of the 
Faithful,as well Gentile, as Few,would 
C according to their Principles ) be a 
proper Patron for their Pezitions. 

But it ſeems that modern Saints, rob 
the old ones of their honour, a Garner, 
or late Bernard of Paris, have ſeverally 
more prayers made unto them, than 
many old Saints have together. New 


* Fer. 2, Beeſoms ſweep clean; new * C 


; 9 
| of fond mens. own hewing, moſt likely 
to hold water, 

Proteſtants in ſome kind, ſerve their 
living Miniſters, 2s Papiſts their dead 
Szints, For aged Paſtors, who bave 
born the beat of the day in onr Church, 
Te juſtled out of reſpet by young 

Preachers 


Jn— 
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Prezchers not having half their Age, 
nor a quarter of their learning and 

eligion, Yetlet northe former be 
diſheartened, for thus it ever was and 
will be: Engliſh Athenians, all for 
Novelties, new Sets, new Schiſms, 
new Dotrines, new Diſciples, new 
Prayers, new Preachers. 


VI, 
Charity, Charity; 


Hurch ſtory reports of S: Fobn, 

that being grown very Aged 

( well nigh a hundred years old ) want- 

ing ſtrength and voice to make a long 

Sermon, he was wont to go up into the 

Pulpit, and often repeat theſe Words, 

Babes kgep your ſelves from Idols, Bre- 
thren love one another. 

Our Age may ſeem ſufficiently to 
have provided againſt the growth of 
1dolatry in England.Oh that ſome or- 
der were taken for the increaſe of 
Charity? It were Liberty enough, if 
for the next ſeven years, all Sermons 
were bound ro keep reſidence on this 
Text, Brethren love one another. 

But would nor ſome fall ont with 


themſelves, if appointed to preach 
Unity 


01 
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Pw 
* 


Occafiond) Feditations, 


Unity. to otbers? Vindicative Spirits, 
if confined to this Text,would confine 
the Text to-their paſion:by Brethren, 
underſtanding ovly ſuch of their own 
party. But O! ſeeing other Mono- 
polies are difſolved,let not this remain 
againſt the Fundamental Law of (ba- 
rity. Letall bend their heads hearts, 


and hands, to make upthe breaches- 


in Church and State, But too many 
now adays are like Pharaobs Magici- 


* Fx9d. 4ns, who could conjure up * with their 


8.7, 


Charms more new Frogs. but could 
not remove,or drive away, thoſe mul- 
titude of Frogs, which werethere be- 
fore, Unhappily happy in making 
more rents and difſentions, but un- 
able, or unwilling to compoſe our for- 
mer differences. 


ViII. 
The ſenſible Plant, 


Heard much: of a. ſenſible Plant, 
and counted it a ſenceleſs relation; 
( a rational beaſt, carrying as. little 
contradiction ) until  beholding it 
mine eyes uſhered my. judgment into 
a belief thereof, My - comprehen- 
ſion thereof is thus, God _ 
ma 
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made three great ſtairs [ Yegetable, 
Senſible, and Reaſonable Creatures J 
that nien thereby might climbup into 
the knowledge of a Deity, hath pla« 


\ced ſomething of a middle nature ( as 


balf Paces betwixt the ſtairs, ) ſoto 
make the Step leſs, and the aſccns 
more eaſte for our Meditations. 

T hus this attive Plant ( with vi 
ſible motion ) doth border and confine 
on Senſible creatures. Thus in A- 
frick,, ſome moſt agile and intelligent 
Marmaſites,may ſeem to ſhake ( fore- 
feet ſhall I ſay, or ) hands, with the 
rudeſt Salvages of that country, as not 
much more than one remove from 
them in knowledge and civility. 

But by the ſame proportion may 
not man, by cuflom and improvement 
of Piety, mount himſelf near unto an 
Angelical nature > Such was Enoch, 
who whileſt living on Earth, Walked 
with God, O may our converſetion be 
in Heaven. For ſhall a Plant take a 
new degyce 4nd proceed Senſible, and 
(hall man have his Grace fteid for 
want of ſufficiency, and not whileſt li- 
ving here, Commence Angel,m his holy 
and heayenly-affettjons ? 


IX, 


301 


Gen,s, 
21, 


*Phil.3, 
20, 


204 


P{alm 
2,7, 


* Luke 
19.14. 
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IX, 
Chriſt my Xing. 
| gr how TY aEeed the firſt 

_ingeniouſly - ſurpriſed the Welch 
mto ſubjetion, proffering them ſuch 
a Prince as ſhould be, 

1. The Son of a King. R 

2. Born in their own Country. 

3.- Whom none. could tax for ary 

ault, 

- The Welch accepted the 6onditions, 
and the Xing tendered them his Son 
Edward an Infant newly born in the 
Caſile of Carnarvan, 

Do not all theſe qualifications my- 
ſKically center themſelves in my Savi- 
Our ? + 

1, The King of Heaven ſaith unto 
him, Thou art my. Son, this day bave 1 
begotten thee, 

2. Our true Conntry-man,Real fleſb, 
whereas be took, not on bim the natare 
of Angels. 

3. Without fot or blemiſh, like to 
us.in all things, ſin only excepted. 

Away then with thoſe wicked men, 
who.* will not bave this King to rule 
over them. May he have dominion 
in, and over me. Thy Kingdom come. 
Heaven and Earth cannot afford a 
more proper Prince for the purpoſe, 

exactly 
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exattly accompliſhed with all theſe 
comfortable qualifications, 
X 


Tribulation. | 
] Find two ſad Etymologies of Tribu 
lation. One from (Tribulus ) 4 three- 
forked thorn, which intimates, that 
ſuch afflitions, which are as fill of 
pain and angniſh.to the Soul; as a 
thorn, thruſt-into a tentler part of the 
Fleſh, is unto the body may-properly 
be termed tribulations. 

The other, from Tribulus the Head 
of a Flail, or Flagel, knaggy and knot- 
ty ( made commonly, as | take it, of 
a thick: black thorn ) and then it im- 
ports, that Afﬀtitions, falling upon us 
as heavy as the Flail thrething the 
Corn, are ſtiled Tribulations. 

I am in a Strair which deduftion 
to embrace, from the ſharp, or from 
the beavy thorn, But which is the 
worſt, thougly I may chuſe whence 
toderive the word, I cannot chaſe 


ſo, as to decline the thing, 1 muſt As 
through much tribulation, enter into the 14-22» 


Kingdom of God. © 

herefore I will labour not to-be 
like a young Colt firſt ſet to- Plough, 
which more tires himſelfout-with his 
own untowardneſs [ whipping him- 


gs 
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ſelf with his miſ-ſpent mettal ) than 
with the weight of what he draws, 
and will labour patiently. to bear what 
1s impoſed upon me, 


Xl. 
Beware. 


Saw a-Cannon ſhot off, The men, 

] « whom it was levelled, fell flat on 

ie ground, and ſo eſcaped the bullet. 

Againſt ſuch blows falling is all the 

fencing, and ©Proſtration all the Ar- 
———— | 

But that which gave them notice to 


fall down, was their perceiving of the 


fire before the Ordnance was diſcharg'd. 
Oh the mercy of that Fire!which as it 
were repenting of the miſchief it had 
done, and the murther it might make, 


ran arace,. and out-ftript the bullet, 
- thar men ( at the ſight thereof ) might 


be provided, when they could not re- 
liſt, to prevent it. Thus-every marthe- 
ring «picce, is alſo a warning piece 
againſt it ſelf. 

God, inlike manner, warns before 
be wounds ; frights before he fights. 
Tet forty days and Nineveh ſhall be 
—_ O let us fall down before 

Zord. our». Maker. Then ſhall his 

anger 
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anger be pleaſed to make in us a daily 
Paſſeover, and his Bullets levelled as 
us muſt flips above us. 
fp XII, 
The firſt-fruits. 


| P4#! iſts abliov ( ſuch are curions 


priers into Proteſtants carriage) 
that Charity in England lay in a 
ſwound from the diſſolution of Abbies, 
in the reign of King, Henry the eighth, 
till -at the tenth of Queen Elize- 
bet 

As ifin that xin,none durſt 
raiſe Religious aro] 36 and as if the 
Af and Hammer, ſo long taught to 
beat down, had forgot their former = 
uſe, 10 build up for pious iments, 

At laſt comes Williem Zambert See 
Eſquire, and firſt, founds an Hoſpital Camb. 
at Greenwich in Kent, calling that Brit.in 
his Society ( like politick Jr. bop Kent. 
Davids name ) The poor People of p. 327, 
Queen Elizabeth, And _ this 2 Sam. 


—_— wan followed many, that we 1 2.20, 


whe or dazle Papiſts eyes with the 
br of Proteſtant good works. The 
rd "ans pe perchance may now 
conceive Charity ſo di ened in 
our days ( by theſe civil Wars, and the 
conſequences thereof) that no Pro- 


reſtants hereafter ſhould be ſo de- 


ſperate 
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Tate 28 to adventure upon a -publick 
good Deed, O for a Lambert Funior, 
( and Thopeſome of his Zireage are 
left heirs to his Lands and Virtues ) 
who ſhall -break through the Ranks 
of all Diſcouragements ; ſo that now 
Engliſh Proteſtams, being to-begin a 
new ſcore of good works, might from 
him date their Epoche.Such a Charity 
deſerves to be Knighted for the valour 

thereof, 

XIIT, 
Toe Keeruit: 
Read, how one main Argument, 
; \ obo Apoltle Fry mae 
on Timothy, To make -full proof of hi 
*2 Tim. Miniſtery, is this, * For 1 A « 5 
$6... dy10 be offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at band. - Thus the dying 
Saints drawing near to heaycn, their 
mark, is the beſt ur for the ſtrvi- 
ving to make the '1nore ſpeed in their 
Race. 

How many excellent Divines have 
4 theſe ſad times haſtened to their long 
Fccl.. home >- ( Socalled in Scripture * not 
*#32.5+ - becanſe long going thither, but long 
[ evey- ] tarrying there.) How many 
have been forrow-ſhot to their heart ? 
O that this -would-edge the, endea- 
yours of our Generation, to. ſacceed 
in 
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in the dead places of worthy men.” 

Shall the Papiſts curiouſly obſerve and Pirzeus 
ſufficiently boaſt, that their Stapleton in vita 
was born on the ſame day, on which Staple- 
Sir Thomas More was beheaded, ( as ton, 

if his cradle made of ghe others coffin) 

and ſhall notour Nurſeries of learn- 


| ing ſupply the void rooms of our Wor- 


thies deceaſed ? No (in, I hope,to pray, 
that our Timothics come not ſhort of 
our Pauls, as in time, ſo in learning 
and religion, 
XIV. 
The Mongrel. 

Find the Natural Philoſopher ma- 

king a Character of the Lions diſ- 
poſition, amongſt other his qualities, « 7, ,,;. 
reporteth, firit that the Zion * feed- roSprius 
eth on . Hen, and afterwards ( if for- quam in 
ced with extremity of hunger ) on femi- 
Women. 


, FRESDs : 1.45 [4 
Satan is a roaring Lion, -ſceking whom vr 
Fe may devour. Only he inverts the py;,, 


Method, and in his Bill of fare, takes 1-4, 
the ſecond rſt, Ever lince..he over- p;j3 p 
tempted our Grandmother Eve, en- 
couraged with ſucceſs, . he hath prey- 
ed firit on the weaker Sex. It ſeems 
-he hath all the vices, not the virtues 
-of that King of Beaſts,a Wolf-Lion, ha- 
yinghis cryeltywichout his Generefiy. 


8.6.19, 
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XV, 
Edification. 

Read in a learned Phyſician, how 

our provident Mother, Nature,fore- 
leeing men ( her wanton childre 
would betampering with the Edge-t00 
of Minerals,hid them far from them in 
the bowels ofthe Earth, whereas ſhe 
expoſed Plants and Heybs more obvi- 
ous to their Eye,as fitter for their uſe. 
But ſome bold Empiricks, neglecting 
the latter ( as too common ) have ad- 
ventured on thoſe hidden Minerals, 
oftimes ( through want of skill} tothe 
hurt of many, and hazard of more. 

God, inthe New Teſtament, hath 
Placed all Hiſtorical and Praftical 
matter ( needful for Chriſtians ro 
know and belieye ) in the beginning 
ofthe Goſpel. All ſuch Truths lye 
above Ground, plainly viſible, inthe 
litteral ſence. The ©Prophetical and 
difficult part comes in the cloſe ; 
But though the Teſtament was writ- 
ten in Greek, too inany read it like 
Hebrew beginning at the en:! thereof. 
How many trouble themſelves about 
the Revelation, who might be better 
bulied in plain Divinity > Safer 
preſcribigg to others, and ro 

ug 
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ſing in themſelves poſcrive piety ; lea- 
ving ſuch myſtical Minerals to men of 
more judgment 10 - them. 

| XVI. 


Mad not mad, 

FindS, Paul in the ſame Chapter, 

confeſs and deny madneſs in him- 
telf, As 26, verſe. 11. And being ex- 
ceeding mad againſi them, 1 perſecuted 
them even uno firange Cintes, ver.25. 
When Feſizs challenged him, 10 be 
beſides himſelf, I am not mad moſt noble 
Feſtus, Whileft he was mad indeed, 
then none did ſuſpe& or accuſe him to 


be-diſtraſted ; bur when converted, 


and in his right mind, then Feſtus 
14xeth bim of madneſs, 


There is a Country in Africa, 144 


7 


nſ?. 


wherein all theNatives bave pendulons Coſmog., 


lips, hanging down like a gogs cars, 
always raw andſore ; Here only ſich 
as are handſome, are pointed at for 
Monſters in this Age, wherein polute 
and unclean Lips are grown Epidemi- 
cal, if any refrain their zongues from 
common fins, they alone are gazed at 
as ſtrange Spettacles. 
XVII. 
The deepeſt cut. 
Beheld a Lapidary cutting a Dia- 
mond with a Diamond FR 
an 
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Occaſronal Meditations, 


' and Anvil both of the ſame kind. 


* Mal. 
'$, 19, 


_ Ads 


I5.'9, 


God in Scripture {tiled his fervants 
his * Fewels, His Diamonds they 
are, but alas ! rude,rough, unpoliſhed, 
without ſhape or faſhion,as they ariſe 
naked out of the Bed of the Earth, be- 
fore Art hath dreſſed them, See how 
God, by rubbing one rough D1amond 
againſt another, maketh both ſmooth. 
Barnabas afflicts Paul, and *Paul af- 
flias Barnabas, by their hot falling 
out. Ferome occalioned trouble to 
Ruffinus, and Ruffinus to Ferome, 

4n our unnatural War, none I-hope 
ſo weak and wilful as to deny many 
good - men ( though mil-led ) engaged 
on both ſides. O, how have they 
ſcratcht and raſed, and pierced, and 
bruiſed, and broken one another 2 Be- 
hold Heavens hand grating one Dia- 
mond with another ; as for all thoſe, 
who uncharitably deny any good in 
that party, which - they diſlike, ſuch 


' ſhew themſelves Diamonds indeed in 


their hargnels, ( cruel cen'uring ) but 
none in any commendable quality, 1 
their Conditions. 


FINTS. 


